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Executive Summary

1. Assessment: The Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) is engaged in Jihad, conducting unconventional warfare, terrorist attacks and kidnapping against Christian targets in the Philippines.  They will continue these activities until they are defeated decisively or they achieve their political agenda and their operating areas (OPAREA) should be avoided. They are willing to kill hostages if their demands are not met.  The Abu Sayyaf Group is well entrenched in the southern Philippines, networked with other separatists groups (MILF and MNLF) and several Pan-Islamic sponsors.











2. Background: The Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) is an Islamic extremist group whose aim is to establish an Iranian-style Islamic state in Mindanao. The Abu Sayyaf split from the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) in 1991. The group is the smaller but more violent of the two other Muslim groups (MNLF-MILF). Although based almost exclusively in the southern islands, they have ties to a number of Islamic fundamentalist organizations around the world, including Osama bin Ladin’s al-Qaida and Ramzi Yousef, who was convicted of organizing the 1993 bombing of the world Trade Center in New York. The ASG benefits from Pan-Islamic sponsorship and also finances its operations through robbery and ransom kidnappings. 

3. Discussion:  The ASG operates in three provinces in the Sulu Archipelago – Basilan, Sulu (Jolo), and Tawi-Tawi - off the southwestern tip of the Zamboanga Peninsula in western Mindanao.  The ASG also operates in two provinces in southern Mindanao – South Cotabato and Sarangani.  There are a number of tourist attractions in this region and in neighboring Malaysia; mainly resorts catering to scuba diving enthusiasts.  While foreign travelers visiting the Sulu and Celebes Seas area will likely be aware of the barracuda and shark hazard, they may not be aware of the real danger – the Abu Sayyaf.  On 23 April, members of Abu Sayyaf kidnapped 21 people from a Malaysian resort on Sipadan Island. The hostages being held on Sulu (Jolo) Island include European and South African tourists.  The ASG was previously holding 27 Filipino hostages, mostly schoolchildren, on Basilan Island, where government troops launched a rescue operation in late April. On August 29, the ASG abducted an American.
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1. Assessment 

The Islamic separatist movement in the Philippines is being waged on three fronts.  The Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF), having signed a peace accord with Manila, has engaged and infiltrated the military and government.  The Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) continues the social support of indigenous peoples in Mindanao, while actively conducting conventional warfare against Christian forces. And Abu Sayyaf is engaged in Jihad, conducting unconventional warfare and terrorist attacks.  They have targeted Americans and other foreigners for kidnapping and other terrorist actions and will continue to do so until their capabilities are diminished or they achieve their political goal of independence – neither possibility is likely over the next year.
A. Threat to Americans and Foreigners
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Mindanao: A spokesperson for the Abu Sayyaf terrorist organization stated that unless its demands for the release of terrorists being held in the U.S. were met, it would take retaliatory action against Americans throughout the Philippines in the form of kidnappings or shootings. On Mindanao, crime and insurgent activity makes travel hazardous to and within the provinces of Maguindanao, Lanao del Sur, Lanao del Norte, Tawi-Tawai, Sulu, Basilan, Zamboanga del Sur, Zamboanga del Norte, North and South Cotabato, and Sultan Kudarat.

Map Legend:






  Maguindanao and Lanao Del Sur:  Brown Areas of Mindanao
  Lanao Del Norte, Zamboanaga del Sur, Zamboana del Norte:  Yellow Peninsula sections of Mindanao



          Basilan:  Yellow Island Off Mindanao                                                North and South Cotabato:  Green Areas of Mindanao                           Sultan Kudarat:  Purple area between North and South Cotabato   Tawi-Tawi and Sulu Islands:  Brown Islands southwest of Mindanao
(2) Elsewhere in the Philippines:  The threat of terrorist action by extremists, both domestic and foreign, does exist in the Philippines. There are periodic reports of plans for possible kidnapping or terrorist acts aimed at U.S. Government installations, public and private institutions and transportation carriers. Although there have been some attempts directed against U.S. interests, most of these reports have not been followed by terrorist action. Security is not a major concern at the popular tourist and diving sites.  Nonetheless, the State Department reminds all Americans traveling or living abroad of the need to remain vigilant with regard to personal security issues. Travelers are encouraged to call the U.S. Embassy for an update of the current security situation, especially if traveling outside the Manila metropolitan area. Source: http://travel.state.gov/philippines.html
B.  Short Term Threat  

The ASG will continue its kidnapping activities in and around its primary operating areas until it suffers a significant defeat or achieves its political objectives.  Neither of these possibilities is likely before the end of 2000.  Meanwhile, the group will continue kidnapping and conducting terrorist operations against unprotected targets within its primary operating area and working to expand its base of operations to other areas of the Philippines.  It will also conduct periodic operations against the more isolated areas of Malaysia once the present level of Malaysian security presence recedes.

C.  Long Term Threat

Reports of ASG’s connections with Osman bin Laden are exaggerated.  Although ASG may receive some financial support from its Afghanistan and other radical Islamic connections, it will be some time before the group can build a developed infrastructure outside its present operating area.  Given the Philippine government’s present operations against the group and the likely Malaysian response to terrorist activities on its soil, the ASG will face cooperative Malay-Philippine counter-terrorist efforts that will constrain if not severely undermine ASG’s operations and potential growth.  Nonetheless, radical Islamic groups may go after U.S. targets in the Manila area and claim it to be “in support” of the ASG. 

2.  Background

The Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) is an Islamic extremist group whose aim is to establish an Iranian-style Islamic state in Mindanao. The ‘Abu Sayyaf’ group split from the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) in 1991. The group is the smaller but more violent of the two other Muslim groups (MNLF/MILF). Although based almost exclusively in the southern islands, they have ties to a number of Islamic fundamentalist organizations around the world, including Osama bin Ladin’s al-Qaida and Ramzi Yousef, who was convicted of organizing the 1993 bombing of the world Trade Center in New York. The ASG benefits from Pan-Islamic sponsorship and also finances its operations through robbery and ransom kidnappings. 

A. Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) Profile

(1) Meaning of Abu Sayyaf 

The group’s name “Abu Sayyaf” has been said in various sources to translate to  “Bearer of the Sword”, “Father of the Sword”, and the “Sword of God”.  No matter the translation one accepts, the name epitomizes Jihad, or Islamic holy war.


(2) Leadership

A young firebrand Islamic preacher, Abdurajak Janjalani, founded Abu Sayyaf in the early 1990s.  A former teacher from a Muslim-Christian family on Basilan, Janjalani, studied theology and Arabic in Libya, Syria and Saudi Arabia during the 1980s.  He served alongside Osama Bin Laden during the Afghan War and subsequently returned to the Philippines around 1990 and began preaching, attracting disillusioned young Muslims. Abdurajak Janjalani was killed in a shootout with police on Basilan in December 1998. He was the country's most wanted man who carried a reward of 1.5m pesos ($37,500) on his head. Abdurajak Janjalani’s younger brother, Khaddafy Janjalani, took over leadership of the Abu Sayyaf his death.



(3) Personnel Strength 

Philippine military sources say the group emerged after young Islamic militants became disgruntled with the older generation of separatist leaders waging a war for an independent Islamic state in the main southern region of Mindanao.  The Abu Sayyaf, which split from the Moro National Liberation Front in 1991, is believed to have up to 1,000 members. Many of its members were Muslim students recruited from universities to fight for an independent Islamic state. The Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) members are mostly younger Muslims, many of who have studied or worked in the Gulf States, where they were exposed to radical Islamic ideology. They are professionally organized and all unit commanders are veteran Filipino 'Afghans'.











(4) OPAREA 

The Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) is largely based in the island provinces of Basilan, Sulu (Jolo) and Tawi-Tawi in the southernmost Philippines.  ASG rebels also operate in southern Mindanao in the provinces of Sarangani and South Cotabato. In early 1990s, the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) handed over the small Basilan Island off the Mindanao coast to Abu-Sayyaf and a cadre of 300 hard-core members. They use Basilan Island as their rear base for operations all over the Philippines.                                         


(5) Weapons 

Abu Sayyaf is equipped with recoilless rifles, anti-tank weapons, mortars, ZU-23-2 automatic cannon, a few Stinger SAMs, as well as sophisticated sabotage equipment, large quantities of small arms and ammunition. The Philippine military has said the weapons were apparently bought with foreign funds. (See international support). 

(6) Brief History

Abu Sayyaf has a short, bloodstained history.  It first made its presence felt in 1992, when members hurled a bomb at a wharf in the southern city of Zamboanga where the MV Doulous, an international floating bookstore manned by Christian preachers, was docked. Several people were injured. Bomb attacks on Zamboanga airport and a number of Roman Catholic churches followed, and the following year several people were killed in an attack on a cathedral in the southern city of Davao. 

a.   Despite these incidents, the group was initially dismissed by the military as an insignificant force compared to two larger separatist organizations - the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF), which signed a peace accord with the central government in 1996, and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF). 
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b.   But that illusion was brutally shattered in April 1995, when the Abu Sayyaf carried out a chilling attack on the Christian town of Ipil. Gunmen razed the town center (right) and killed 53 civilians and soldiers. 

 c.  In between bomb attacks, the group has also targeted foreigners for kidnapping. In 1993, Abu Sayyaf gunmen kidnapped Charles Walton, then 61, of Philadelphia. Walton, a language researcher at the US-based Summer Institute of Linguistics, which translates the Bible into the local dialect, was freed after 23 days.  The following year the group seized three Spanish nuns and a Spanish priest in separate incidents. 

 d.  In 1996, Abu Sayyaf rebels kidnapped 16 people at Trankeni Natural Resort, Lake Sebu, and Mindanao. 

 e. In September 1998, Abu Sayyaf rebels abducted three businessmen from Hong Kong, the 80-year-old mother of a Taiwanese resort owner and four other family members, and an Italian priest in Tawi-Tawi and Zamboanga.
 f.  In October 1998, Abu Sayyaf threatened to blow up two oil depots and a power barge. The group had carried out 11 bomb and rocket attacks in Basilan province that year. 

 g.  On 2 January 1999 suspected Abu Sayyaf members threw a fragmentation grenade into a crowd of onlookers near a burning grocery store in the city of Jolo, resulting in 10 dead and 74 wounded. The attack was the first by Abu Sayyaf since the death of its founder, Abdurajak Abubakar Janjalani, on 18 December 1998.

(7)     Events March to August 2000

3/20/00 – ASG Raided Two High Schools – ASG took 47 hostages, including a Roman Catholic priest, in a church-run school in Sumisip town on Basilan island and 10 more from another school in Tuburan on the same island.

3/27/00 - ASG to Kill Captives if Janjalani's Kin Not Freed - ASG guerrillas  threatened to kill the 33 remaining hostages if the wife and family of their leader Khadaffy Janjalani are not freed. In Basilan, a certain Abdul Midjal, who is reportedly a bodyguard of Gov. Wahab Akbar, admitted kidnapping Janjalani's family in retaliation for the abduction of over 50 people, including Midjal's daughter. Midjal's group reportedly snatched 10 relatives of Janjalani, including his wife, mother and one-year-old daughter, to pressure the ASG into releasing the hostages.

4/06/00 - Janjalani's Pregnant Wife, Daughter Freed

4/07/00 - ASG Frees Two Hostages

4/14/00 - ASG Demands Release of Jailed Terrorists in US - The ASG demanded the release of Arab terrorists jailed in the U.S., including Ramzi Yousef, the mastermind of the 1993 bombing of the World Trade Center in New York, and Sheik Omar Abdel-Rahman, who is in jail for conspiring to blow up New York sites, before they will free the remaining 29 hostages.

4/14/00 - ASG Releases Two Hostages – The ASG released two of their 31 hostages after receiving 100 sacks of rice delivered by the government.

4/17/00 - Abu Sayyaf Threatens to Kill Americans in Philippines

4/18/00 - US Rejects ASG Demands - The U.S. rejected demands by ASG to release three Islamic militants held in U.S. jails and vowed to protect Americans whom the guerrillas had threatened to kidnap or kill.

4/18/00 - ASG Threatens to Behead Two Hostages – “We will execute two male hostages at 3 p.m. as a birthday gift to President Joseph Estrada.”

4/19/00 - ASG Says Two Hostages Beheaded - The ASG said it beheaded  yesterday afternoon in its camp in Mount Punoh Mahajid, Sumisip, Basilan, and two male hostages.

4/21/00 – ASG Attacks AFP Patrol - Six members of ASG  and two government militiamen were killed in a gun battle. About a dozen ASG members attacked an army and police patrol in the town of Talipao in the Sulu Islands, south of Zamboanga.

4/24/00 - ASG Kidnap 20 Foreigners in Malaysia - ASG rebels abducted 20 foreigners in the island resort of Sipadan in Sabah, Malaysia.

4/24/00 - AFP Warplanes Bomb ASG on Basilan - Warplanes pounded a mountain stronghold of ASG rebels with rockets, the third day of a military offensive to free dozens of hostages held by the guerrillas.

4/24/00 - 13 Soldiers Injured in Jolo Twin Bombings - Thirteen soldiers were injured when two bombs exploded simultaneously in Jolo on Easter night.

5/02/00 – ASG/AFP Firefight on Jolo - Fighting erupted between government forces and ASG rebels holding 21 foreign hostages in a guerrilla lair on Sulu Island, one soldier was killed and seven were wounded.

5/03/00 – 13 Hostages Rescued, 4 killed in Rescue on Basilan - Thirteen ASG child hostages were rescued by government troops, four hostages were killed during the skirmish, Priest tortured-executed by ASG.

5/08/00 – ASG Mutilated AFP Soldiers during Ambush on Basilan - Dead soldiers mutilated by the Abu Sayyaf were among the 13 military fatalities in a raid in Sitio Pampangan, Barangay Canibungan, Lantawan, Basilan. The eyeballs of two soldiers were reportedly plucked out, while another two soldiers were reportedly beheaded.

5/17/00 – ASG Assault on Basilan - ASG rebels launched twin assaults in Lantawan municipality claiming the lives of at least two members of the government force.

5/18/00 – Blasts Kill 5 in Jolo and Zamboanga City - Three grenades exploded in a crowded market on Jolo Island, killing at least three people and injuring about 40 others. At about the same time, a bomb went off in a bakery opposite a police station in Zamboanga City. One woman was killed and at least 30 others injured.

5/18/00 – ASG-AFP Clash on Basilan - At least nine members of the ASG were killed in a clash with government troops in Basilan. ASG rebels ambushed pursuing Army troops in Lantawan, Basilan, killing four soldiers and taking another young boy hostage. Rebels snatched the 16-year-old son of a slain Army soldier after overrunning an Army detachment in the town.

5/19/00 – ASG Planning Metro Manila Bombings - An intelligence report alleges that about 15 ASG rebels were ordered to sow terror in Metro Manila.

5/22/00 – Bombings in Pasig City - Three bombs exploded at the Cinema 6 of the SM Megamall building at the Ortigas Complex.

5/22/00 – Two Basilan Hostages Rescued - Government troops rescued two of seven children still being held hostage by the ASG on Basilan.

5/24/00 – 24 ASG Captured on Basilan - At least 24 ASG rebels have been captured in separate military operations in Basilan since last week.

6/04/00 – Bombing at Ninoy Aquino International Airport - A powerful bomb blast rocked the Ninoy Aquino International Airport, shattering glass panels and uprooting plants near the terminal building, but injuring no one.

6/06/00 – Estrada Grants ASG Demand - President Estrada granted one of three demands of the ASG, as a show of goodwill toward the possible release of 21 mostly foreign hostages in Sulu. Estrada signed a memorandum ordering the strict implementation of fishing laws and regulations in the Sulu Sea and the development of the local fishing industry in the area.

6/12/00 - Vigilante Group Releases Relatives of ASG Leader - A vigilante group led by Commander Abdul Mijal has released eight relatives of ASG leader Khadaffy Janjalani, reportedly in exchange for two teachers and six students taken hostage by the ASG in Basilan almost three months ago.

6/13/00 – Bombing in Jolo - A homemade bomb exploded inside a movie house in downtown Jolo, wounding at least four persons.

6/15/00 – ASG Receives Arms Shipment from Vietnam - The ASG has dramatically strengthened their firepower with the recent delivery of an arms shipment from Vietnam worth P7.6 million, a military intelligence source said. The source said the shipment, consisting of assorted high-powered rifles, rocket launchers and at least 10 barrels of 81-mm. mortars, came from Vietnam and was transported to Sulu via Davao City to avoid detection.

6/19/00 – Basilan ASG Leader Joins Sulu ASG Extremists - ASG chief Khadaffi Janjalani and spokesperson Abu Ahmad Salayuddin, also known as Abu Sabaya, have joined extremist counterparts in Jolo, Sulu Province.

6/26/00 – Malaysian Hostage Released - Forest Ranger Zulkarnain Hashim's release is a goodwill gesture to the Organization of the Islamic Conference, which is meeting in Kuala Lumpur and which may become involved in further negotiations to release the hostages.

7/03/00 – German Journalist and 13 Christian Preachers Kidnapped - Andreas Lorenz, of German magazine Der Spiegel, and 13 Christian preachers, led by television evangelists, Wilde Almeda, all members of the Manila-based Jesus Miracle Crusade International Ministry, were kidnapped in two separate incidents.

7/06/00 – ASG Reportedly Beheaded Evangelist - The ASG has reportedly beheaded one of 13 Christian evangelists led by Jesus Miracle Crusade leader Wilde Almeda.

7/11/00 – Three French Journalists Kidnapped 

7/14/00 – Malaysian Hostage Released after 4 months

7/17/00 – Ill German Hostage Released after 3 months

7/20/00 – Four Malaysian Hostages Released after 4 months

7/20/00 – Filipino Child Hostage Released – ASG rebels in Jolo released the child of a government soldier who was killed in a clash with the guerrillas on 18 May.

7/24/00 – Grenade Attack at Jolo Church

7/25/00 – Two Filipino Journalists Abducted

7/25/00 – Grenade Attack in Jolo Café - A grenade was tossed outside a cafe, leaving 18 people injured.

7/27/00 – German Journalist Released 

8/01/00 – Philippine Ambassador in Jakarta Bombed - A powerful bomb killed three people and ripped apart a car carrying the Philippine ambassador as it entered his official residence in central Jakarta.

8/02/00 – Two Filipino Journalists Released - Two Filipino broadcasters from the ABS-CBN network were redeemed for five million pesos in cash and firearms including five M203 rifle-grenade launchers and five M16 assault rifles.

8/08/00 – ASG has received $5.5 million in Ransom so far - ASG rebels holding around 30 hostages in the southern Philippines have reportedly received $5.5m in ransom for the release of the handful of captives freed so far.

8/16/00 – Filipina Hostage Released after 4 months – ASG rebels have released a Filipina hostage kidnapped with 20 other people from a Malaysian diving resort almost four months ago.
8/18/00 – Three Malaysians Released after 4 months

8/22/00 – ASG Seizes Fishing Boat Crews - ASG rebels seized Aug. 14 and 17 the crews of two different fishing vessels. Captives include five Chinese and six Taiwanese fishermen.

8/22/00 – U.S. Offers to help Manila Combat ASG – The U.S. considers the Abu Sayyaf a "terrorist" group and would help Manila combat them if asked.

8/23/00 – Estrada Declines U.S. Military Aid Offer

8/28/00 – Six Foreign Hostages Released after 5 months - Six foreign hostages freed by ASG rebels are on their way to Libya, which played a crucial role in mediating between the rebels and the Philippine Government. But 18 others including six Westerners - three French, one German and two Finns - are still being held captive on Jolo.

8/29/00 – American Kidnapped - The ASG kidnapped an American, Jeffrey Craig Edward Schilling. 

Sources: http://www.theage.com.au/news/20000426/A23963-2000Apr25.html
http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/NewsFlash.NSF/BRundown/20000413015
http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-apr2000.nsf/provincial/20000418029
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_238000/238499.stm 

http://www.stratfor.com/asia/aiuarchive/b990105.htm
http://www.archipelago.com.ph/09.13.98/current/topweek.html
B.  MNLF-MILF-ASG Cooperation and International Support 


The Abu Sayaff Group is operating in concert with other Islamic separatists, namely the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), in the southern Philippines with outside state sponsorship. Filipino Islamic terrorists are networked to and sponsored by Iranian, Pakistani, Libyan, and Afghan Pan-Islamic terrorists.  Indirectly China, for its strategic interest in destabilizing Manila, supports Filipino Islamic terrorists through Pakistan and Iran.










(1) History - The Moro struggle in the Philippines is one of the longest Muslim separatist struggles in East Asia. It emerged from a local resistance to the penetration of Christian Filipino settlers and a growing socio-economic plight of the indigenous Muslim population. It was not until the 1980s, with the expansion of the first cycle of state sponsorship, and especially the mid 1990s, when the regional strategic interests necessitated the further destabilization of the Philippines, that  local Islamic terrorism and subversion markedly expanded and escalated. By the 1990s, Filipino Islamic groups had already been thoroughly penetrated and subverted by the Iran-controlled Islamic terrorist network. This effort was conducted out of Tehran's genuine commitment to pan-Islamic causes. However, it was the emergence of tangible regional strategic interests - mainly the PRC's desire to dominate the South China Sea and usurp Filipino claimed islands in the Spratlys unchallenged - that made the sponsoring states - Iran and Pakistan - dramatically increase the extent of their material support for and direct intervention in the operations of the Filipino Islamic terrorists. 

a.  Operating Banner - The majority of the Filipino Islamic forces operate under the banner of the Moro Islamic liberation Front (MILF) and their armed forces -- the Bangsamoro Islamic Armed Forces (BIAF). In the early 1990s, there were major improvements in the overall military capabilities of the MILF/BIAF primarily due to assistance from Filipino 'Afghans,' Pakistani, Afghan, and Iranian instructors. The key development was the institutionalization of a system of camps and secure lines of communications. Upon the completion of the modernization process in mid 1994, BIAF reportedly had about 120,000 mujahideen in six divisions and an elite "National Guard" comprised of 6,000 veteran fighters and Filipino 'Afghans'. The actual number of personnel is probably less than half the organization’s claimed strength.

 b.  Weapons Influx - In October 1994, Iran arranged for massive weapon supplies. A shipload of RPG-2s, six 75mm dual-use guns, numerous ZU-23-2 dual-use automatic guns, 81mm mortars, a few Stingers, and large quantities of ammunition of all types was safely unloaded on the Mindanao coast. These supplies also constituted the beginning of a second phase of the BIAF's build-up to 180,000 troops. The political objective is the completion of the MILF's control of the rural areas of Mindanao by 1995-96 preferably through encroachment small-scale insurgency and political pressure rather than a massive military confrontation with the government forces. By the spring of 1995, this method was working very effectively. An Islamic religious, political, and educational system sympathetic to the MILF is already dominant all over Mindanao. A flow of new recruits, all vetted and cleared through the local mosque system, to regional MILF camps and on for training with the BIAF is rapidly growing. 

 c.  Impact on Mindanao - Abu Sayyaf's audacious terrorist operations have dramatically affected the situation in Mindanao. The government security forces diverted most of their assets away from confronting the spread of MILF and into fighting the Abu Sayyaf Organization. Moreover, many Muslim youth, especially in the urban slums all over the Philippines, were exited by the Islamic terrorist operations and volunteered to join the MILF/BIAF. Therefore, the MILF leadership decided to tacitly support Abu Sayyaf but in a deniable manner.
 d.  Impact on Manila - This marked escalation of Islamic terrorism and subversion throughout the southern islands of the Philippines has had a major effect on Manila. The security forces and the government were increasingly preoccupied with the escalating subversion and growing instability. Larger assets of the military and security forces, including Naval and Marines forces, were allocated to fighting the Islamic subversion. With Manila's attention focused on the Moros, the government was completely surprised by China’s activities in the eastern Spratly Islands -- islands over which the Philippines also claim sovereignty. Moreover, by the time the crisis erupted in the spring of 1995, the Filipino Navy and Marines - the services responsible for dealing with the Spratlys - were already thinly stretched by, and completely committed to, the fighting against the escalating Islamic subversion. Consequently, Manila found itself lacking viable military option to assert its sovereignty in the disputed reefs.  

 e.  Foreign Support - By 1995, the ISI (Pakistani Intelligence) and VEVAK (Vezarat-e Ettela'at va Amniat-e Keshvar - Iranian Ministry of Intelligence and Security) reportedly had a high quality and tightly controlled Islamic terrorist force in the Philippines specifically in order to carry out spectacular and highly lethal operations aimed at destabilizing the government in Manila and support international terrorism throughout the region.  Tehran has been spearheading the establishment of alternate extremist fringe organizations since the 1980’s. They received close support from the Hizballah. Tehran believes in the dual approach combining extreme violence with active acquisition of popular support through extensive social services. While the MILF was gaining widespread popular support, the extremist organizations were challenging the government through the use of terrorism. As the terrorist struggle was escalating, Tehran markedly upgraded its on-site level of expertise by nominating Kamal Sajjadi, a veteran Pasdaran intelligence official, as the Iranian head of mission in Manila. His primary mission is to support the escalation of the Hizballah-led Islamic struggle and terrorist operations. 

 f.   Leaders - The hard core of the most important terrorist organization was established in the early 1980s by three young Islamists with different backgrounds. Most important is Abdurajak Abubakar Janjalani, a.k.a. Abu-Sayaff (Father of the Sword), a radicalized commander in the MNLF who became the overall commander of the new group. Amilhussin Jumaani, a graduate of the training camp for "revolutionary preachers" in Borujerd, Iran, became the movement's spiritual guide. The third, still unidentified, military commander is a highly experienced Filipino 'Afghan,' reportedly one of the first to be trained by the Pakistani Intelligence Service (ISI). (He returned to Pakistan/Afghanistan repeatedly during the 1980s to gain more combat experience and expertise.) They began organizing small high-quality strike units made of sons of MNLF mujahideen killed in fighting with the government security forces in the 1970s. Initially Abu-Sayyaf led them on blood vengeance raids on government facilities, and gradually expanded their missions to include daring, though localized, strikes. These fledgling terrorist cells first became known as Abu-Sayaff's, and later the Abu Sayyaf Organization. 

 g.  Expanding Capabilities - In the late 1980s, veteran Filipino 'Afghans,' as well as Pakistani, Afghan, and Iranian experts became available for the establishment of a truly professional Islamic terrorist organization in the Philippines. Large quantities of weapons and explosives, primarily from supplies to the Afghan resistance earmarked by the ISI for Islamic international terrorism, were organized in Karachi for clandestine shipment to the Philippines. These supplies permitted the rapid expansion and initial professionalization of the Abu Sayyaf Organization. By 1990-91, the ISI and VEVAK established an organized and comprehensive support system for Abu Sayyaf, ranging from the supply of advanced weapons and funds to providing expert training to key cadres on site and training camps in Iran and Afghanistan/Pakistan. In early 1990s, MILF handed over the small Basilan Island off Mindanao coast to Abu-Sayyaf and a cadre of 300 elite terrorists. They are professionally organized and all unit commanders are veteran Filipino 'Afghans'. They use Basilan Island as their rear base for operations all over the Philippines. At the same time, the BIAF maintains civil order for the local Muslim population, and MILF provides the social services.

 h.  Expanding Target List - In mid 1994, the Abu Sayyaf Organization was closely inspected by Iranian and Pakistani intelligence officers and found to be sufficiently solid and professional to support spectacular terrorist operations against key targets in the Far East and the US. They also recommended a marked upgrading of the overall military capabilities of the Abu Sayyaf forces. In the fall of 1994, Abdurajak Abubakar Janjalani emerged in Basilan Island, personally in charge of an intense effort to recruit and train new candidates.  By the summer of 1995, the Abu Sayyaf organization began preparations to strike "new targets" in Mindanao. By the early fall of 1995, just as the tension over the Spratly islands was growing, there was a concurrent escalation of the Islamic terrorism in the Philippines. It was a twin track escalation -- on the one hand an overall improvement of MILF's military capabilities, and, on the other, a sharp escalation of Abu Sayyaf's activities and especially direct confrontation with the military – diverting the military from the Chinese threat. More importantly, the ASG became integrated into a growing network of Islamic terrorists that targets Western interests throughout Asia. 

Sources:  Yossef Bodansky, Director of the Task Force on Terrorism and Unconventional Warfare of the U.S. Congress, World Terrorism Analyst with the Freeman Center for Strategic Studies (Houston TX) http://www.freeman.org/m_online/bodansky/beijing.htm 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_719000/719623.stm
3.  Discussion


The ASG is presently facing severe pressure from the Philippine military.  Its bases are under siege and its forces under attack throughout its operating area.  As a result, the organization has increased its kidnapping activities in an effort to distract the Philippine government from the ASG’s conventional forces and pressure the government into abandoning its military operations.  The ASG’s expansion into Malaysia may ultimately prove counter-productive as previously, the Malaysians had had no interest in cooperating with Manila in what Kuala Lumpur saw as a domestic problem.  The recent kidnapping of foreigners from Malaysian soil has changed that perception and will lead to Malaysia cooperating with the Philippines against the ASG to the terrorist group’s detriment.

Appendix A - Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) OPAREA[image: image16.png]MINDANAO






By itself the Abu Sayyaf Group has a very limited operating area and at the moment, is suffering from a series of military reverses as the Philippine government focuses more of its military forces against the organization.  Its main base camp in Basilan is under siege and its ancillary forces are under attack in other areas of southern Mindanao. The ASG operates in three provinces in the Sulu Archipelago – Basilan, Sulu (Jolo), and Tawi-Tawi - off the southwestern tip of the Zamboanga Peninsula in western Mindanao.  The ASG also operates in two provinces in southern Mindanao – South Cotabato and Sarangani. Source: http://home.sol.no/~efalch/mindanao.htm
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Basilan Province
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Basilan is an island province across the tip of the Zamboanga Peninsula in western Mindanao. The bodies of water surrounding it are Basilan Strait on the north, Moro Gulf on the east, Sulu Sea on the west, and Mindanao Sea on the south.

Abu Sayyaf has been trying to evict Christians from its Basilan Island base. 
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Source: http://home.sol.no/~efalch/basilane.htm
	


	

	General information about Basilan Province:
Capital: Isabela

Area: 1327 sq km

Population: approx. 300, 000

Cities: none

Number of Towns: 7


	 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




	The Land:

	The province consists of the volcanic, hilly main island and 61 smaller islands surrounding it.
The climate varies from fairly even all year-round in the north to dry from November to April in the south.




	A Brief History:

	Basilan means "iron trail". It was once called Tagima.
The island´s early settlers were the Orang Dampuans, who were the ancestors of the Yakan. The legendary Sultan Kudrat maintained a stronghold in Lamitan town until the Spaniards crushed it in 1637. Jesuit missionaries arrived a few years later.
The Dutch attacked Basilan in 1747 but were repulsed by the natives. The French attempted to occupy the province in 1844, but they, too, failed. Soon thereafter, the Spaniards built a stone fort named after Queen Isabela II.
When Zamboanga became a chartered City in 1936, it included Basilan. But on July 1, 1948, Basilan itself became a separate city. The city was converted into a province on December 27, 1973.




	The People:

	Basilan is the homeland of the Yakan, a peace-loving people known for their colorful clothes handwoven with intricate geometric designs, as well as for their elaborate weddings and festivals. Upland, they grow rice, corn, coconuts and root crops.
Languages spoken in the province are Tagalog, as well as mix of Muslim and Visayan, each of which is culturally distinct. Approximately 55 % of the people speak Chavacano. The rest speak either the tribal dialects of Yakan, Tausug and Samal or Cebuano and Tagalog.

[image: image1.jpg]



The dominant group are the Yakans who composes 36% of the total population. The next biggest are the Tausogs, followed by the Chavacanos, Samal and Cebuanos.




	Commerce and Industry:

	Basilan is an agricultural province with a few industries. It is the country’s leading producer of rubber, with plantations.
Other major crops grown on a commercial scale are coconut, coffee, black pepper and African palm oil. The province, however, is dependent on other provinces for its basic food requirements of rice, vegetables and meat.
The surrounding waters, particularly in the Pilas group of islands, are rich in fish and other marine resources. Tuna, mackerel and sardines are the dominant fish species. Agar-agar, a variety of seaweed, is cultivated along the coasts.




	Getting there and away:

	Ferries make an approx. 2-hour voyage from Zamboanga City to Isabela a few times daily. There is also daily connection between Lamitan and Zamboanga City.




Source: http://home.sol.no/~efalch/basilana.htm
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PROVINCE 


	1.  Location and Land Area: Basilan is one of the island province in Region 9, separated from the mainland of Mindanao by a strait of about 17 nautical miles wide at its narrowest point. It is located across the southern tip of Zamboanga Peninsula and is bounded on the North by the Basilan Strait, on the East by the Moro Gulf and on the West by the Sulu Sea. Geographically, it is at 6 deg. 45 min. 4 sec. North Latitude to 6 deg. 24 min. 40 sec. South Latitude and 121 deg. 47 min. 00 sec. West Longitude to 122 deg. 19 min. 20 sec. East Longitude.  

2.  Land Use and Capability: Land area of Basilan Province is 1,379 sq.km. to include the islets grouped within the territorial boundary of the island province.  

                    Alienable & Disposable - 862.249 Sq.km.  
                    Forests Land - 406.526 Sq.km.                                                                                 Development Opportunity (under-used land) - 294.194 Sq.km.  
                    Land Suitability - 
                    1.  Forest Cultivation - 574.85 Sq.km.  
                    2.  Agricultural Cultivation - 689.479 Sq.km.  

3.  Soil Type: The soil  types of Basilan Province are mostly of Bulaoen clay with few Bancal clay loam. In its central parts of mountain, soils are undifferentiated.  

4.  Terrain: From the coast, ranges from undulating to rolling; moderately steep towards the interior parts of the islands.  

5.  Agro-Climatic Zone: Agro climatic zones are contiguous areas significantly similar in their major landforms and climatic characteristics. The variables are rainfall, temperature, elevation, landforms and vegetation.  There are two agro-climatic zones identified in the province these are the wet and moist zones. The wet zones is characterized by an annual rainfall of 2,500 mm and growing period of 270-330 days occurring generally in the hilly to highland areas. The moist zone is characterized by an annual rainfall ranging from 1,500-2,500 mm and a growing period of 210-270 days. This zone covers most of the present agricultural and expansion areas in lowland, upland and hilly areas.  The province is predominantly within the moist agro-climatic zone that shows a moderate moisture deficit during the dry season. As such, it is capable to sustain a year round maximum production taking into consideration moisture availability. Areas with growing season of 210 days or more are suitable for a sequence of cropping system.  

6.  Topography: The topography of the province of  Basilan ranges from rolling to very steep. At least sixty two percent (62%) of the province area is classified with in a slope range from 0-18% where most of the province’s agricultural activities are done. Twenty percent (20%) of the area is within 18-30% slope while the remaining area is with slope greater than 30%.  

Source: http://www.jetlink.com.ph/~basilan/physical.htm



POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS / 
DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS 


	MUNICIPALITY
	POPULATION
( 1995 )
	LAND AREA
( SQ. KM. )
	BARANGAYS

	Isabela
	68,557
	233.730
	45

	Lamitan
	54,433
	264.450
	45

	Lantawan
	25,613
	193.120
	35

	Maluso
	26,844
	104.140
	20

	Sumisip
	42,003
	275,350
	41

	Tipo-Tipo
	46,866
	189.970
	39

	Tuburan
	31,249
	118.240
	30

		-----------------
	-----------------
	-----------------

	PROVINCE
	295,565
	1,379.00
	255


	


Source:  http://www.jetlink.com.ph/~basilan/political.htm
INFRASTRUCTURE and 
OTHER BUSINESS FACILITIES 


	1.   Seaports:  
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Two wharves, the Isabela and Lamitan Ports, service both cargo and passenger-carrying vessels.
2. Airports: The province has five (5) private airstrips, each with an average length of 600 meters. The entry point for commercial planes is the Zamboanga City International airport which also serves as an open route to the BIMP-EAGA growth polygon.   

3. Power: Power is sourced from a Land-based power barge and two mini hydros with a total rated capacity of 11.45 Megawatts. Present power demand is about 3.254 Megawatts.  

4. Water: 

[image: image3.jpg]


 

 Water is provided by the Isabela Water District (LAWAD), Lamitan Water District (LAWAD), and Maluso Water District (MAWAD). With  level-3 gravity feed.
5. Land Transport: All seven municipalities of the province are accessible by land. Bus terminals are located in Isabela, Basilan and Maluso.  

6. Telecommunications: The provincial telephone system services only local calls. Calls to areas outside the province are made through PLDT calling station, which is serviced through the Zamboanga City PLDT.  
 

Source: http://www.jetlink.com.ph/~basilan/iobf.htm



  

Sulu (Jolo) Province 
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Sulu lies midway between Basilan and Tawi-Tawi in southern Mindanao. It is surrounded by the Sulu Sea on the north and the west, the Mindanao Sea on the east and the Celebes Sea on the south.

Jolo, a Muslim-dominated island, 140 kilometers south-west of Zamboanga and 960 kilometers south of Manila, is a stronghold of the Abu Sayyaf, one of two Muslim groups fighting for an Islamic state in the south of the largely Roman Catholic Philippines. Galib Andang is the local Abu Sayyaf commander, who is based in the town of Talipao on Jolo, the largest of the 157 islands in the Sulu group. 

Source: http://www.smh.com.au/news/0004/27/world/world1.html
[image: image21.png]e
sasan oo
"*: Sipadan Island

A





Source: http://home.sol.no/~efalch/sulue.htm
	

	

	General information about Sulu Province:
Capital: Jolo

Area: 1600 sq km

Population: 600,000

Cities: none

Number of Towns: 18


	 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




	The Land:

	The province consists of four island groups: Jolo, Pangutaran, Tapul and Samales - that cover 157 islands and islets.
Jolo is the name of the capital town, the island on which the town is located, and the group of islands to which it belongs. Jolo Island is mountainous, being volcanic in origin.
Siasi Island in the Tapul Group has a hilly interior. Other big islands are also of volcanic origin. The rest of the islands are coral and reef formations with low-forested and swampy areas.
Sulu´s climate is warm but rain is constant throughout the year.




	A Brief History:

	Sulu derives its name from "sug", which means water current.
Sulu had already embraced Islam and was engaged in trade with China and other Asian countries when the Spaniards arrived in the Philippines. Its people fought off all alien forces that attempted to dominate them and change their way of life.
When a Spanish expedition was sent to subjugate Jolo in 1578, the "Moros" as they came to be known, retaliated by raiding the coastal towns of the Visayas and Luzon.
At least five other expeditions followed before Jolo was occupied in 1638. The natives liberated it seven years later. The Spaniards made a second occupation in 1851, and the Sultan moved to Maimbung but his warriors often entered Jolo to seek revenge.
When the Americans came, General John C. Bates negotiated a treaty with the Sultan in 1899 that recognized the latter´s sovereignty over Sulu. This treaty was annulled in 1904 because the Americans realized it implied approval of polygamy and slavery.
A campaign to disarm the natives ensued which led to bloody battles. In 1915, the Sultan abdicated his rights of sovereignty, and the sultanate was subsequently abolished.
The province of Sulu was created on March 10, 1917. It included what is now Tawi-Tawi until 1973, when the latter was made into a separate province.
In the early 1970´s, Nur Misuari founded the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) that demanded the secession of Mindanao from the Philippines. This led to a fierce confrontation with government forces that saw the burning of Jolo in 1974. The Tripoli Agreement of 1976 ended the war.
Sulu is one of four provinces in Mindanao that decided through a plebiscite in 1989 to be part of the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao.




	The People:

	Sulu is overwhelmingly Muslim, with Tausug and Samal as the major ethnic groups.
The tausugs are the dominant group in the Sulu Archipelago, numerically, economically and politically. The name means "people of the current". They were the first Filipinos to adopt Islam as a religion and a way of life. They are renowned as superb sailors, brave warriors, and shrewd traders.
The Tausugs have a rich cultural heritage, a mixture of the foreign influences they have been exposed to. This is reflected in their traditional dress, weapons, jewelry, songs and architecture.
The principal dialect of the inhabitants is Tausug. The rest speak Samal, Chavacano, Cebuano and Tagalog




	Commerce and Industry:

	Because of its fertile soil and ideal climate, Sulu grows a great variety of crops. In addition to abaca, coconuts, oranges and lanzones, exotic fruits seldom found elsewhere in the country such as durian and mangosteen are grown here.
Fishing is the most important industry since the Sulu Sea is one of the richest fishing grounds in the country.
Pearls are extensively gathered: there is a pearl farm at Marungas Island.
The backs of sea turtles are made into beautiful trays and combs.
During breaks from fishing, the people build boats and weave mats.
Other industries include coffee processing and fruit preservation.




	Getting there and away:

	PAL flies from Zamboanga City to Jolo twice a day, flying time is 40 minutes.
The airport on Jolo is only 500 meters from the town proper.
Boats sail from Zamboanga City to Jolo almost daily, the trip takes 12 hours.



Source: http://home.sol.no/~efalch/sulua.htm



Tawi-Tawi Island
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Tawi-Tawi, in southwestern Mindanao, is the southernmost province of the country. Across its waters is the state of Sabah in East Malaysia. Tawi-Tawi is bounded by the Sulu Sea on the north and west, and by the Celebes Sea on the east and south.
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Source: http://home.sol.no/~efalch/tawitawie.htm
	General information about Tawi-Tawi Province:

	Capital: Bongao


	Area: 1087 sq km


	Population: approx. 300 000


	Cities: none


	Number of Towns: 10



	
	 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




	The Land:

	The province consists of 3 island groups covering 307 islands and islets. The Tawi-Tawi Island group includes the island of Tawi-Tawi, Bongao, Simunul, Sibutu and Sitangkai.
The Province of Tawi-Tawi is not to be confused with the Cagayan de Tawi-Tawi (also called Cagayan de Sulu) Island group that is located in the southwest Sulu Sea halfway between the southern tip of Palawan and the Sulu archipelago. 
The main island of Tawi-Tawi is characterized by a continuous range of low, rolling hills and verdant forests. The smaller islands are surrounded by extensive reefs that make navigation difficult, except by light boats. The capital town has a deep harbor.
The climate is generally moderate, with a wet season from August to November and a dry season for the rest of the year.




	A Brief History:

	Tawi-Tawi derives its name from the Malay word "juai" meaning "far". Early travelers in the area would repeat the word as "jaui-jaui" to mean it was "very far" from the Asian mainland.
It was in Simunul Island in what is now Tawi-Tawi that the Arab missionary Sheik Karimul Makdum introduced Islam to the country in 1380. At that time, Sulu already had a flourishing trade with other Asian countries, especially China.
Other Arabs who came after Makdum spread the faith easily throughout the Sulu Archipelago by integrating themselves with native society. By the start of the 15th century, Sulu was organized as a Muslim sultanate based in Jolo under Rajah Baguinda.
Sayyid Abubakar, better known as Sharif ul-Hashim, arrived in 1450. He married Baguinda´s daughter Paramisuli and made Islam the state religion when he became Sulu´s ruler.
The centuries of colonization that followed attempted to dominate the people of Sulu and change their way of life. The Spaniards succeeded only nominally. The Americans did so only after a series of bloody battles. In 1915, the Sultan abdicated his rights of sovereignty that led to the abolition of the sultanate.
The Sulu sultanate was revived in the 1960s when the Philippine government pressed its claim to Sabah, which allegedly was only leased by Sultan Jamalul Alam to the British in 1878.
Tawi-Tawi was created as a province separate from Sulu on September 11, 1973. It is now a part of the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao.




	The People:

	The inhabitants are about 90% Muslim, with the Samal constituting the majority on almost every island. Other groups are the Badjao, Jama-Mapun and Tausug.
The Samals are the original inhabitants of the islands. They are peace-loving people who typically live in compact communities near the sea, with houses on stilts connected to each other by wooden and bamboo catwalks. Their means of livelihood is, naturally, fishing but they also known for mat weaving and boat building.
The Badjaos are called "sea gypsies" for they live on their small boats as they roam the waters for a living. Their villages, therefore, consist of fleets of boats instead of houses. Although they are buried on land when they die. They are concentrated around the islands of Tawi-Tawi, Sibutu and Sitangkai.

The predominant dialect is called Sama. Tausug is also spoken and many local leaders can speak the Malay and Indonesian languages.




	Commerce and Industry:

	Agriculture, fishing and seaweed farming are the leading sources of livelihood. Copra is the top agricultural produce, followed by root crops, particularly cassava which is the staple food of the Samals and Badjaos.
Although the province has one of the richest fishing grounds in the country, its marine resources remain relatively untapped. Its shoreline is widely cultivated for agar-agar which is used in the pharmaceutical, dairy, textile and other industries.




	Getting there and away:

	PAL flies daily from Zamboanga City to Tawi-Tawi, flying time is approx. 1 hour.
Ships also sail to the capital town of Bongao from Zamboanga and Jolo.




Source: http://home.sol.no/~efalch/tawitawia.htm
South Cotabato Province
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South Cotabato is in southern Mindanao. It is bounded on the north and west by Sultan Kudarat, on the east by Davao del Sur and Sarangani, and on the south by Sarangani. General Santos is a highly urbanized city. It is at the head of Sarangani Bay.
	

	General information about South Cotabato Province:
Capital: Koronadal

Area: 4 488 sq km

Population: ca. 900 000

Cities: General Santos City

Number of Towns: 11


	 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




	The Land:

	The province is subdivided into three areas: Allah Valley, Koronadal Valley and the Coastal Plain. It is crisscrossed by two mountain ranges: The Apo range which forms the boundary between South Cotabato and Davao del Sur, and the Roxas range which separates the Allah and Koronadal valleys. Mt. Matutum, a 2292-meter high extinct volcano, dominates the southern landscape. The terrain is generally flat with scattered hills and isolated mountains.
The province has the driest climate in the country. The hottest months are from March to June, the coldest months, December to January.




	A Brief History:

	The province came into existence on June 18, 1966, which divided the old Cotabato province into two, North Cotabato and South Cotabato.
The early natives settled where the Buayan River flows into Sarangani Bay. when Sharrif Kabungawan introduced Islam to the settlers in the 15th century, the T´boli tribesmen were driven into the interior. The Muslim village was called "Buayan" because the river nearby was infested with crocodiles.
In 1939, the central government encouraged migration to the area. General Paulino Santos led the new settlers, who arrived at Alunan Beah on February 27th of the same year. They called their community "Dadiangas" after the thorny shrub that abounds in the area. Later, newcomers moved inland. A Republic Act approved on June 15, 1954 changed the name of the town in his honor. And a new Republic act dated on June 15, 1968, made the town a chartered city.
The present capital, Koronadal, used to be known as Marbel and many people still call it that. Seven of the province’s southern towns were separated from the provinces in 1992 to form the new province of Sarangani.




	The People:

	The migrants from Luzon and the Visayas brought their dialects. Ilonggo and Ilocano are still widely spoken.
South Cotabato has a tribal population that includes the T´boli, Ubo, B´laan, Tagabili and Tasaday.
The T´bolis live around Lake Sebu, a lake in the mountains surrounded by rolling hills. They are famous for their colorful costumes with intricate beadwork, ornamental combs, earnings, belts and bracelets. They wear anklets of brass that jingle when they move. They also make the renowned "tinalak" cloth from dyed abaca. They love riding and often stage horse fights.
The Ubus, who live a few hours hike from Lake Sebu, have much in common with the T´boli. They have a fine tradition of weaving cloth and baskets but are better known for the ornate brass swords they craft.
The Tasadays are cave-dwelling people who live in isolation in the dense rainforest. They came to the attention of the world in 1971 as a newly discovered tribe with stone-age practices.




	Commerce and Industry:

	South Cotabato is an agricultural province. The fertile Koronadal and Allah valleys contain farmlands that produce rice and corn. There is a vast pineapple plantation at Polomolok and a banana plantation near General Santos City.
Rich fishing grounds, particularly Sarangani Bay, support a substantial fishing industry. Tuna and other fish caught in Davao Gulf, the Moro Gulf, and the Sulu Sea, are landed in General Santos City by commercial vessels. Brackish-water ponds produce prawns processed by Dole and marketed frozen to Japan and USA.
General Santos City is an important producer of livestock, particularly cattle and hogs, because of its large tracts of grazing land and abundant supply of corn.




	Getting There and Away:

	A few airlines go from/to General Santos - Cebu - Manila - Davao and other city´s.
Also some ferries go from/to Cebu and Manila via Zamboanga to General Santos.
Also many buses daily go between General Santos and Davao City.




Source: http://home.sol.no/~efalch/cotabatosura.htm
Sarangani Province 
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Sarangani is at the southern tip of the island of Mindanao. General Santos City cuts the province in half at the head of the Sarangani Bay. The province is bounded on the north by South Cotabato and Davao del Sur, on the east also by Davao del Sur, on the west by Sultan Kudarat, and on the south by the Celebes Sea. The province of Sarangani should not be confused with Sarangani Island, which is in the southern part of another province, Davao del Sur.

	

	General information about Sarangani Province:
Capital: Alabel

Area: 2980 sq km

Population: ca. 400 000

Cities: none

Number of Towns: 7


	 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




	The Land:

	The terrain of Sarangani is characterized by flatlands, rolling hills and mountains. The flatlands are found along the coastal areas. Except for Malungon, all of the towns of Sarangani are located along the coast.
Rolling hills and mountains dominate the landscape of Malungon and the northern areas of the coastal municipalities. The mountains of the western municipalities form part of the Alip mountain range that connects the province of south Cotabato and Davao del Sur.
The towns of Maitum and Kiamba have forests stretching inland from the shore. Mt. Busa, at a height of 2083 meters, is its highest peak. More than 50 % of the total land area of the province is hilly and mountainous.
Rainfall in Sarangani is evenly distributed throughout the year. Heaviest rainfall occurs from June to August. The driest months are March, April and May. November through January are the coolest months of the year.




	A Brief History:

	The old province of Cotabato had earlier been divided into 4 provinces, namely: North Cotabato (also known simply as Cotabato), Maguindanao, Sultan Kudarat and South Cotabato. With Sarangani, a fifth province has risen out of that territory.
The province was created on March 16, 1992, out of seven towns of South Cotabato.




	The People:

	The population of Sarangain is a mixture of people from various regions and tribes.
The languages and dialects spoken by its people are likewise varied.
Cebuano is the most widely spoken language, particularly in the municipalities of Alabel, Glan, Malapatan and Malungon. In the municipalities of Matum and Kiamba, Cebuano is second only to Ilocano as the most spoken dialect.
The major dialects spoken by the ethnic groups include, among others, B´laan, Tasgakaulo, Maguindanao and T`boli.




	Commerce and Industry:

	The main sources of livelihood are farming and fishing.
At least 26 % of the total land area of Saragani is classified as suitable for agriculture. Coconut is extensively cultivated in the province, followed by corn and cotton. Rice lands account for only about 5 % of the total cropland.
About 150 farms are engaged in the production of poultry and livestock. Goats outnumber all other farm animals in the province. Hog raising is concentrated in and around Maitum while ducks are raised mostly in Kiamba.
The surrounding waters, particularly Sarangani Bay, are rich fishing grounds. As many as 2400 species of marine animals have been found in the bay. The dominant catch include - yellow fin tuna, ship jack, and mackerel.
The primary focus of aquaculture in the province is prawn fishing. Prawn ponds are located on the eastern and western shores of the province. Tilapia and milkfish ponds are also found in different parts of the bay.
Woodlands account for a significant portion of the total land area of the province. A total of 2645 hectares of woodland have been identified as production areas.
Commercial firm engaged in retail trade dominate the economic activities of the province. In general, most of the firms in the province are engaged in distribution while a small number are involved with manufacturing.




	Getting There and Away:

	The province’s main access is through the airport and Makar wharf in General Santos City and via Koronadal through the General Santos-Cotabato Road.
The capital town of Alabel is accessible by road from General Santos City. Malungon is along the national highway going to Davao City from General Santos City.
The other towns are isolated and can only be reached from General Santos by boat.




Source: http://home.sol.no/~efalch/sarangania.htm
Appendix B - Tourist Attractions in Sulu-Celebes Sea Area 

Basilan Province
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Source: http://www.cyberflag.com/Html/Basilan.htm
The province has a myriad of natural attractions. Endowed with a circumferential coastline with sand and corals against a deep blue sea, each municipality obviously has its own beach. 
Palm Beach at Dangkal, Lamitan (Right).
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In the upland area cascade virginal waterfalls which have also been tapped for hydropower. The Kumalarang Falls, for instance, is harnessed by the Basilan Electric Cooperative (BASELCO) for hydroelectric power.

Natural attraction include: Isabela Malamawi Beach Resort & Sumagdang Beach, Lamitan  Palm Beach, Tumakid Beach, Balagtasan Waterfalls,  Bulingan Falls (left) and Maloong Falls, Lantawan  Atong-Atong Beach and Kumalarang Falls  
Maluso, Salakot Hills, Gauan Island.

Source: http://www.jetlink.com.ph/~basilan/tourism.htm
The approach to the capital’s port is a 1-kilometer wide channel lined on both sides by mangroves and Samal houses on stilts. The mainland and Malamawi Island are across it.
On Malamawi is the lighthouse that guides vessels to the channel, the only lake in the province with its wild ducks, the Badjao and Samal cemeteries, and Panigayan village, which is an ideal location for spear fishing.
Other scenic spots not far from Isabela town proper are the Karum Purnah Mosque and Muslim Village, the 400 meter high Calvario Peak with its Chapel of peace, Sumagdang Beach and Kumalaray Falls. In the next town of Lamitan is Datu Kalu´s Park and Shrine.
Lamitan is also the best place to see the Yakan. They hold the Lami-Lamihan Festival on April 14-16 with a parade and house races.
Source: http://home.sol.no/~efalch/basilanb.htm
Points of interest
Historical
Malawi Island. The gateway to Basilan. There, the parola of the lighthouse guides ships and vintas to the channel. There can be found the final and resting place of the nomad seafaring Badjaos and Samal-Luaans-Banguingui as well as the Muslim cemetery. It boasts of the only lake in the province with wild ducks. Also found on this island is Panigayan fishing village where spearfishing is recommended.

Provincial Capitol Building. Seat of provincial government, located in Isabela proper, just a walking distance from the wharf and the cathedral. This building was built in such a way that it forms a U-shape with an open quadrangle and stage where special events, programs and dances are held at the center of the building.

Sant Isabel Cathedral. Found in the heart of Isabela proper. This pet project of Basilan´s Bishop Jose Ma. Quexereta has modern architectural design. Beside the cathedral is Claretcraft, a display center of native handicrafts like mats, bags, and other products made of buri.

Plaza Rizal. Situated between the capitol and the cathedral. This plaza is a favorite place of children and adults for afternoon promenades. One can find the follwing in the same place. 

Rizal Monument. Has an open stage in front.

Relief Map. A map of the province and the surrounding islands indicating the names of the different municipalities and barangays, mountains and rivers, bridges and lighthouses. The map is surrounded by a body of water. This could be a great help to travelers, especially to tourists.

Dancing Fountain. A delight of children in the province. 

Kaum Punah Mosque and Muslim Village. Found in the municipality of Isabela. This village shows Muslim culture of at least 3 tribes and could be reached by a tricycle, jeepney or pumpboat.

Chapel Of Peace, Calvario Peak. Located on the highland 400 meters high, a project of the religious sector, an excellent site for photo enthusiasts. It is found 15 to18 minutes ride by jeepney or bus. 

Isabela Municipal Site. Located one km. away from Isabela town proper. This building complex of Isabela municipal government can provide more information of the municipality to travelers. There you can see the mayor himself for detailed facts.

Natural
Rivers and Falls
Kumalarang River. It boasts of its 14-meter high waterfall, a proposed site for a hydroelectric plant. A site good for outdoor activities and photo enthusiasts.

Tabiawan and Busay Waterfalls. Found in Isabela, a good site for picnicking and bathing.

Block 35 Falls. Found in Menzi plantation.

Balagtasan Waterfalls. The biggest waterfall where the Basilian mini-hydro power plant is situated.

Sumagdang Beach. A natural resort for swimming, passing through coconut plantations, mini rice fields and fishponds. It is only 4 kms away from the town proper of Isabela, accessible by tricycle, jeepney or bus.

Source: http://www.philippine.org/01prov/basilan.html
Sulu (Jolo) Province

Relics of Sulu´s violent past are evident throughout Jolo. At the entrance of the town are four gates used as watchtowers during Spanish times. Building that were gutted by fire or riddled with bullets during the 1970´s still stand.
Other places to see Jolo are the Sulu Ethnological Museum at Notre Dame College. The Provincial Capitol has Moor-inspired architecture, the Masjid Jami, the largest of the town’s mosques, and the Barter Trade Market.
Bud Dato, a 200 meters high hill outside Jolo, is the site of the revered tomb of a Muslim missionary from abroad. The town and sea below may be seen from a nearby military camp.
Native handicrafts that are good souvenirs include the Laminosa mat with its colorful geometric designs, decorative cloths, shell craft and food covers. These are available at the market or visit the NACIDA store at Notre Dame.
Sulu has a number of fine beaches such as the kilometer-long white sand Maubo Beach in Patikul, the next town to Jolo. But the province is more known for its excellent diving spots, the best of which is Tubbataha Reef.
Source: http://home.sol.no/~efalch/sulub.htm
Tawi-Tawi Province

The provincial Capitol in Bongao is on top of a hill from where one can see not only the town but also the neighboring islands.
Bongao Peak is a monkey sanctuary in the capital that can be climbed in an hour. The monkeys here are so tame that they are known to imitate the movements of people they see. Near the summit are two Muslim graves where residents go to pray.
In the island of Simunul is Tubig Indagan, the site of the oldest mosque in the country, built by sheik Makdum whose tomb is beside it.
Sibutu is a hunter’s paradise. Wild boars cross the Celebes Sea in hordes to this island. It also boasts of the rare "labuyo" or wild rooster, and numerous species of birds.
Sitangkai is known as "Venice of the South" because it has canals for streets. The main canal is crossed by bridges and lined with stores and stalls.
Cagayan de Tawi-Tawi is renowned for its unique flora and fauna. Gusong Reef is the place where seagulls called "tallah-tallah" and sea turtles called "pawikan" lay their eggs.
The Turtle Islands are the largest source of turtle eggs. Taganak, the biggest island, is so near North Borneo or Sabah (45 minutes by speedboat) that the Malay language is widely understood here and the Malaysian ringgit is accepted as currency.
Source: http://home.sol.no/~efalch/tawitawib.htm
South Catabato Province

Lake Sebu, a 20 minutes plus ride from Korondal, is a 365 hectare lake up in the mountains where giant tilapia are cultured in fish pens. Near it is the Sta. Cruz Mission, which maintains a guesthouse by the lake and a gift shop where tinalak and other tribal handicrafts are sold. The Mission has built a community that has preserved the natural beauty of the surroundings.
The T´boli Tribal Festival is held here very third week of September. It is gathering of the major tribes of South Cotabato together with ethnic group representatives from Davao. Horse fights, traditional dances, and games are staged in grounds lined with stalls selling products of the participating cultural communities.
Lake Maughan in the municipality of Tiboli, is the source of five big rivers and abounds with wild flora and Fauna, including a rare species of butterfly.
General Santos City boasts of its Freedom Park and Magsaysay Park.
The city commemorates General Santos´ landing on February 27 and the anniversary of its inauguration as a city on September 5. The fiesta in honor of the city´s patron saint, our Lady of Peace and Voyage, is celebrated during the third week of January.

Source: http://home.sol.no/~efalch/cotabatosurb.htm
Sarangani Province

Between the eastern and western parts of the province is General Santos City which separates the western municipalities of Maitum, Kiamba and Maasim from the eastern municipalities of Alabel, Glan, Malapatan, and Malungon.
Outside of the city, the province offers a rich diversity and changing scenery: a landscape that varies from mountain ranges to flat fertile lands, a sea surrounding the province that is an abundant source of marine resources.
Sarangani Cattle Ranch in Alabel has, in addition to its cattle, a piggery and a feedmill that produces the ranch´s needs from sorghum grains.
Sarangani Aqua Resources is also in the capital town.

Source: http://home.sol.no/~efalch/saranganib.htm
Sabah State, Borneo, Malaysia

a. Sipadan Island:
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Source: http://www.nexus.com.my/gallery/sipadan/p1.html
Pulau Sipadan is located off the northeastern coast of Borneo.  It has a marine ecosystem so unique that it is arguably, one of the best dive spots in the world. Sipadan rises as a pristine coral sea mount, 650 meters from the floor of the Sulawesi sea. The ocean teems with a wide range of rare marine species, some of which are totally endemic to the Island. The Island's dense primary jungle remains largely unspoiled by the presence of man, and is populated by the harmless monitor lizard and rare coconut crab. Green, Hawksbill and Leatherback turtles are regular inhabitants of the island, coming ashore in season to lay their eggs on the beaches of Sipadan. Its shoals of are inhabited by barracuda, parrot fish, clown fish and the zebra lion fish. The Pulau Sipadan Resort provides 3 boat dives daily and unlimited beach dives just in front of the resort.
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Source: http://www.sipadan-resort.com/sipadan.htm
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A Malaysian marine patrol boat patrols near Sipadan Island Resort in the eastern Malaysian state of Sabah on Tuesday, April 25, 2000. Malaysian police have sealed off the island since six armed assailants took 20 people, including foreign tourists, hostage there on Sunday.

b. Lankayan Island

Lankayan Island is a virtually uninhabited island, located deep into the Sulu Seas off Sabah in Malaysia. There is a dive resort located on this island.  
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Source: http://www.sipadan-resort.com/lankayan.htm
c. Sepilok Nature Resort, Malaysia: 

Nestled among the swaying oil palm and other tropical plants is a gateway to the Sepilok Orang Utan Rehabilitation Center. The Sepilok Nature Resort combines comfort, privacy, good food and a rich conservation heritage for nature education and ecotourism.

The resort is thoroughly modern, yet the combination of timber chalets, oil palms, and the lake exudes a laid back tropical garden ambience totally in synchrony with its pastoral environment. Initially we have 20 units of elegantly designed twin bedded chalets.

Each room has an attached bathroom and private veranda overlooking the Kabili Forest Reserve and lake. The main utility building comprises a sundeck, lounge and a restaurant.
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Source: http://www.sipadan-resort.com/sepilok.htm
d. The Kapalai Dive Resort:

The dive resort is in fact a water village. It is built on a sand bar only 15 minutes from Sipadan Island. The sand bar was many years ago the island of Kapalai, but erosion must have taken its toll on what was surely a very beautiful island. It is on what is known as the Ligitan Reefs, a very extensive stretch bordering the deep and vast Celebes Seas.
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Source: http://www.sipadan-resort.com/kapalai.htm
e. Mabul Island:

	Mabul Island and Sipadan Island are very close together, both situated in the Celebes Sea and can be reach the other by boat within 15 minutes. And yet dive in these two places is totally different. Sipadan is famous for its pelagics, schools of barracuda and jacks, tuna, hump head parrotfish, sharks, rays and turtles are found all around the island. While Mabul has abundant small creatures such as ghost fish, pipe fish, leaf fish, frog fish, crocodile fish, ribbon eels, nudibranches, and many other rare marine life. The entire islands are fascinating breeding ground. Diving in both of these two islands will provide you the richest marine life you want to see.
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Source: http://www.scuba.net.hk/travel/sipadan/
	Sipadan-Mabul Resort is the first and the best facilitated resort built on Mabul Island with spacious private bathroom with hot shower facilities and air condition giving you the most comfortable accommodation. 
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Source: http://www.scuba.net.hk/mabul/index.html
Appendix C – News Articles (March to September 2000)

March

3/20/00 - Islamic rebels raided two high schools

Islamic rebels raided two high schools in the southern Philippines on Monday and took dozens of students and staff hostage. The guerrillas took 47 hostages, including a Roman Catholic priest, in a church-run school in Sumisip town on Basilan island and 10 more from another school in Tuburan on the same island before fleeing with their captives towards the forest. As they were rounding up the students and staff in the first school, the guerrillas exchanged gunfire with responding troopers but no one was wounded. Twenty hostages were released later. Thirty-seven are still being held. The abductions follow nearly a week of clashes between government forces and guerrillas of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) in Lanao del Norte province, 130 km (80 miles) northwest of Basilan. The military said it had killed more than 100 MILF rebels while losing 12 soldiers in the battles. MILF vice chairman for internal affairs, Abdulaziz Mimbantas, laughed at the military report, saying guerrilla losses in the Lanao del Norte fighting were seven dead. "By Islamic standards, it's an honor to die in a war like this so we have no reason to hide our dead," Mimbantas said by telephone from an MILF base. The attack on first school was carried out by the fundamentalist Abu Sayyaf group while suspected MILF guerrillas were involved in the second raid. The MILF, with an estimated 16,000 fighters, is the biggest insurgent group fighting for an Islamic state in the south of the country. The military estimates the Abu Sayyaf's strength at more than 1,000. Unlike the MILF which has opened peace talks with the government, the hard-line Abu Sayyaf has shunned negotiations. The raids on the schools could be an attempt to draw military attention away from the Lanao del Norte guerrillas, who the military said were on the run. "It is probable that these were diversionary tactics". Source: http://my.cnn.com/jbcl/cnews/Go?template=nmDet&hd=0&sname=World&sbc_id=9&art_id=5427034&uid=953570193736
3/22/00 - Muslim Rebels Threaten to Kill 43 Hostages

A group of heavily armed rebels belonging to the Muslim fundamentalist group Abu Sayyaf threatened yesterday to kill their hostages if the government forces continue to launch rescue operations. The rebels, however, offered to free some of the children held captive in exchange for food and medicine. Undeterred by the group's warnings, Armed Forces chief Gen. Angelo Reyes said the troops would pursue their operations against the Abu Sayyaf. But he asked the rebels not to harm their captives, pointing out that the hostages were civilians who had nothing to do with the conflict. Heavily armed Abu Sayyaf fundamentalist guerrillas stormed the Army outpost early Monday morning, triggering a 30-minute firefight that left two soldiers wounded. But the troops' defense, forced the rebels to withdraw toward the Claret High School where they seized Fr. Roel Gallardo, school principal Reynaldo Rubio, five other teachers and a large group of students. Later that day, another group of Abu Sayyaf rebels swooped down on Sinangcapan High School in Tuburan town where they abducted 11 teachers. Source: http://www.newsflash.org/hlframe.htm
3/22/00 - Manila Warns Abu Sayyaf Not to Harm Hostages

Philippine Armed Forces Chief of Staff Angelo Reyes ignored Wednesday the ultimatum made by the extremist (group) Abu Sayyaf to kill some 40 hostages and warned the kidnappers not to harm the victims. He also ordered the military to pursue the manhunt for the Muslim terrorist group. A 60-man Abu Sayyaf (unit) kidnapped at gunpoint 71 people on Monday in the southern Basilan province. As of Wednesday, about 30 were released by the extremist group. However, more than 40 people, most of them students, are still held hostage by the Abu Sayyaf group, Reyes said. The Abu Sayyaf has demanded 200 sacks of rice from the government. They also asked to send doctors to tend to their wounded members. They have threatened to kill the hostages one after the other if their demands are not met. Reyes expressed the hope the Abu Sayyaf will not kill the hostages" because if they do it, that would reveal the real character of these people as terrorists." Source: http://my.cnn.com/jbcl/cnews/Go?template=nmDet&hd=0&sname=World&sbc_id=26411&art_id=5436259&uid=953737889324
3/24/00 - Philippine Rebels Holding Children Want Catholics Out
A Philippine rebel group holding about 50 hostages, mostly children, said it wants Catholics to leave a remote southern island to allow the setting up of an Islamic state. Reporters who went to Basilan on Thursday and trekked to the mountain-side camp of the Abu Sayyaf militia after slipping past military patrols saw the hostages huddled in wooden shacks on a clearing. The hostages have not been harmed, but the mood in the camp became tense after armed men conducted a tit-for-tat kidnapping of the wife, child and other relatives of Abu Sayyaf chairman Khadaffi Janjalani. Police in Basilan confirmed radio reports of the new kidnapping and said there was no news on the victims' whereabouts. "We will be forced to kill some of the hostages if the relatives of Janjalani are not released," one of the rebels said by telephone from the Abu Sayyaf camp on Friday. The rebels, armed with grenade launchers and automatic carbines, kidnapped the children, a priest and some teachers from two Catholic schools on Basilan on Monday. They have demanded negotiations with a representative from the Vatican, and said their aim was to ensure all Catholics leave Basilan. The Philippines is a Catholic nation, but about five percent of its 75 million people are Moslem. Most of the Moslems live in the southern Mindanao region and two major rebel groups, the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) and the Abu Sayyaf, are fighting for independence. The MILF is in peace talks with the government, but the Abu Sayyaf, a more hard-line group, has refused to attend any negotiations. Source: http://my.cnn.com/jbcl/cnews/Go?template=nmDet&hd=0&sname=World&sbc_id=26411&art_id=5444975&uid=953912370686
3/27/00 - Abu Sayyaf Group Kidnapping

Talks to free 33 people held hostage by Muslim extremists in the southern Philippines were placed in peril Monday after the government's chief negotiator resigned due to a row with local officials. Rep. Abdulgani Salapuddin said other politicians have been meddling in his efforts to secure the release of a priest, several students, and teachers being held captive by the Abu Sayyaf group in Basilan province, 915 kilometers south of Manila. Alan Cajucom, the provincial chief of the Philippine National Red Cross, also quit as a coordinator between the government and the rebels, complaining of interference from local politicians. Cajucom led the first Red Cross team that delivered rice, medicines, and food supplies to the Abu Sayyaf, securing the release of an eight-month pregnant teacher and two boys. Eighteen more hostages were released to Salapuddin on Saturday. Abu Ahmad Alahuddin, a spokesman for the Abu Sayyaf group, said the guerrillas would now only negotiate with a representative from the Vatican and local action movie star Robin Padilla, an ex-convict who has converted to Islam while in jail. The guerrillas seized the hostages from two schools in Basilan on March 20 while withdrawing from a nearby army detachment, which they attacked. The crisis escalated when an armed group seized 10 relatives of Abu Sayaf leader Khadafy Janjalani, including his wife, one-year-old daughter, and mother, to pressure him to release their hostages. Abdul Midjal, a bodyguard of Basilan Gov. Wahab Akbar, has claimed responsibility for the retaliatory kidnapping. Alahuddin warned the government would not gain any "bargaining power" with the abduction of Janjalani's relatives. 

Source: http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-03/MN032805.asp
3/27/00 - Abu Sayyaf to Kill Captives if Janjalani's Kin Not Freed

Abu Sayyaf guerrillas are threatening to kill their 33 remaining hostages if the wife and family of their leader Khadaffy Janjalani are not freed. In Basilan, a certain Abdul Midjal, who is reportedly a bodyguard of Gov. Wahab Akbar, has admitted kidnapping Janjalani's family in retaliation for the abduction of over 50 people, including Midjal's daughter. Midjal's group reportedly snatched 10 relatives of Janjalani, including his wife, mother and one-year-old daughter, to pressure the Abu Sayyaf into releasing the hostages. The Abu Sayyaf, now known as Al Harakatul Islamia, has accused Akbar of being the mastermind in the kidnapping of Janjalani's family. Last week, the Abu Sayyaf abducted the 53 students and teachers, including a Catholic priest after a failed raid on an Army outpost in Basilan, in which two soldiers were also wounded. Meanwhile, Akbar challenged the Abu Sayyaf yesterday to free the hostages and face government forces in combat. At Army headquarters, Southern Command chief Maj. Gen. Diomedio Villanueva said three Army battalions remain on standby after local government and church officials requested on Friday to halt any rescue operation to allow negotiations. In case the talks fail, the troops could be immediately mobilized because the Army's primary concern is the safety of the hostages, he added. In Isabela, Basilan, Brig. Gen. Glicerio Sua, commander of the Army's 103rd Brigade, said troops have been dispatched to rescue Janjalani's family. However, he refused to reveal the exact location where the troops were deployed to prevent other groups from sabotaging the planned operation. Source: http://www.philstar.com/
3/30/00 - Abu Sayyaf demands military pullout

The Abu Sayyaf on Thursday demanded the immediate pull-out of military troops in Sumisip, Basilan. It did not promise, however, that it would release its 33 hostages upon this condition. Abu Sayyaf spokesperson Abu Sabaya insisted the presence of the military near the lair of the Abu Sayyaf hampers negotiations for the safe release of hostages including a priest, school principal, several teachers, students, and their mothers. Sabaya stressed the military operations should be deactivated while the negotiations are ongoing. He also demanded that movie star and ex-convict Robin Padilla be appointed to lead the group negotiating for the release of the rebels. Senator Rodolfo Biazon said Padilla, who converted to islam while in prison, lacks ample familiarity with the Mindanao situation. National Security Adviser Alexander Aguirre had ordered a suspension of the military offensive against the Abu Sayyaf last Monday. However, operations such as cordoning off the area where the rebels are believed to be hiding will continue. A week since their abduction, the fate of the 33 hostages still hangs in the balance. Source: http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-mar2000.nsf/national/20000331038
3/31/00 - Vigilantes offer to swap hostages

The kidnappers of Abu Sayyaf leader Khadaffy Janjalani's family want to swap hostages with the rebel group. Vigilante leader Abdul Midjal said in a radio interview that he was willing to free Janjalani's wife and kin in exchange for the terrorist group's 33 remaining hostages in Basilan. However, the Abu Sayyaf, which is now known as Al Harakatul Islamia, did not respond to Midjal's offer, but insisted the group would negotiate with the government only if President Estrada named action star Robin Padilla to the negotiating panel. The Abu Sayyaf threatened to kill male hostages, including a Catholic priest if Padilla, a Muslim, and a representative from the Vatican are not allowed to take part in negotiations. On the other hand, Midjal's vigilantes said they will also kill Janjalani's family in case the Abu Sayyaf harms any of the 33 hostages. Last week, the 33 hostages were taken by Abu Sayyaf guerrillas from two schools in Basilan province after a failed raid on a military detachment. In retaliation, the Civilian Volunteers led by Midjal kidnapped Janjalani's wife, child and mother, and seven other relatives because one of the Abu Sayyaf's hostages is a daughter of Midjal. Midjal belongs to the Tausog tribe, while the Abu Sayyaf members mostly come from the Yakan tribe.  Source: http://www.philstar.com/
April

4/3/00 - Hostaged Janjalani Kin's Safety in Peril

The vigilante group holding captive Abu Sayyaf leader Khadafi Janjalani's immediate family is threatening to kill them if his rebel group fails to release their own 33 hostages within 15 days. Commander Abdul Midjal, leader of the vigilante group, set the deadline. Midjal said he will personally line up the 10 captive kin of Janjalani and order them executed by firing squad. The captives include Janjalani's mother, wife, and one-year-old son. Janjalani's wife, Sherma, is reportedly nine months pregnant and about to give birth anytime this week. The vigilante leader added only the execution of Janjalani's family will end the rebel group's terrorist acts. Janjalani's family was kidnapped by the vigilante group last month, in apparent retaliation to the Abu Sayyaf's abduction of a Catholic priest, teachers, and school children from a schoolhouse in Sumisip, Basilan. The Abu Sayyaf has demanded that the military stop pursuit operations near the rebel lair in Basilan, in exchange for the 33 hostages' release. More than 50 people were kidnapped by the Abu Sayyaf last month. Twenty-one have been released in exchange for food and medicine. The government has finally allowed actor and Muslim convert Robin Padilla to mediate for the hostages' release, in accordance with the Muslim extremist group's demands. The Abu Sayyaf recently rejected the proposal to negotiate with Autonomous Region for Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) governor and Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) chairman Nur Misuari whom the group called a "traitor". Source: http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-apr2000.nsf/provincial/20000404009
4/5/00 - Vigilantes give Sayyaf April 15 deadline

Armed vigilantes gave the Abu Sayyaf until April 15 to release 33 hostages, threatening to execute by firing squad the relatives of the extremist group's leader whom they had snatched in a bizarre tit-for-tat move. The Abu Sayyaf kidnapped 53 teachers, students and a Catholic priest after a failed attack on an Army post in Basilan last March 20. They released 20 hostages in exchange for food and medicine, but warned they would kill the rest if the military launched an offensive. The Civilian Volunteers Organization (CVO), led by former rebel Abdul Mijal, retaliated by snatching 11 relatives of Abu Sayyaf leader Khadafy Janjalani, including his wife Karima and one-year-old daughter Jasmin. Mijal said he relayed the ultimatum for Janjalani last April 1 to safely release the 33 hostages by the 15th, or his relatives would be lined up and shot. The Abu Sayyaf's 33 hostages reportedly include two of Mijal's relatives. Mijal is a bodyguard of Basilan Gov. Wahab Akbar, but Akbar has denied any role in the abduction of Janjalani's relatives. Negotiations to free the hostages have been hampered by interference of local officials. Mijal demanded the Abu Sayyaf release the hostages unharmed before any of Janjalani's kin. The militia leader pointed out that if they had not abducted Janjalani's kin, the Abu Sayyaf would have demanded P5 million in exchange for the release of the hostages. The Abu Sayyaf earlier said they would not agree to a hostage swap, and threatened to behead Fr. Roel Gallardo and other male hostages if the military launched a rescue operation. The rebels said they would spare the child captives but would train them to become guerrillas and turn the female teachers into camp servants.

Source: http://www.philstar.com/
4/6/00 - Abu Sayyaf using Robin for fame, says rebel defector
An Abu Sayyaf defector recently accused the Muslim extremist group of using actor Robin Padilla's popularity to gain international media mileage and foreign funding. In an interview with ABS-CBN, the defector, who requested anonymity, said the Abu Sayyaf intends to use Padilla's fame as leverage so a movie about their group can be made. The Abu Sayyaf, which is holding 33 hostages, earlier rejected plans to have Padilla use a cell phone or a two-way radio during the negotiations and insisted that he go to their lair in Sumisip, south of Basilan. The Basilan Crisis Management Committee had included Padilla in the negotiating panel for the hostages' release, in accordance with the Abu Sayyaf's demands, but his participation would be limited to remote communication. Committee spokesperson Christopher Puno affirmed that the proposal on Padilla has reached Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado who has opted to wait for National Security Adviser Alexander Aguirre's recommendation before he decides on the matter.

Puno earlier said that they cannot guarantee the actor's safety if he is sent to the Abu Sayyaf lair. This issue is expected to be resolved Thursday in a meeting of the Basilan Crisis Management Committee to be presided by Aguirre. Meanwhile, Senate committee on defense chairman Sen. Rodolfo Biazon has rejected the proposal, saying Padilla lacks a grasp of Mindanao issues. Source: http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/ABS/INEWS-APR2000.NSF/Provincial/20000406044
4/6/00 - Janjalani's Pregnant Wife, Daughter Freed

The spotlight is now on extremist group Abu Sayyaf after the pregnant wife and one-year-old daughter of their leader Khadafi Janjalani were freed late Thursday by a vigilante group. The move raised hopes of a pronto release of the remaining 33 hostages under the Muslim extremists and averted their initial plot of terrorizing Basilan's capital town. Earlier, Abu Sayyaf spokesperson Abu Ahmad said they would soon release an undetermined number of hostages. This transpired after they met with a group of "concerned citizens,'' who announced that the vigilantes offered to free two of Janjalani's loved ones. Ahmad later told reporters in a radio interview, that Janjalani's father-in-law, Ustadz Husain Manatad, confirmed the release. Basilan vice governor Abdulasis Balamo corroborated the report. But Ahmad did not say whether they will set free, in turn, several of its captives as part of the hostage swap deal. Source: http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/ABS/INEWS-APR2000.NSF/Provincial/20000407008
4/7/00 - Abu Sayyaf frees two hostages

The Abu Sayyaf freed on Friday morning two of its child hostages in Basilan, after a vigilante group released the pregnant wife and one-year-old daughter of Muslim rebel leader Khadafi Janjalani. In an interview with local radio station DXRZ, Abu Sayyaf spokesman Abu Sabaya said the child captives were released to representatives of the Christian Children's Fund (CCF) - a non-governmental organization based in Isabela town. Sabaya said the release came after Janjalani's father-in-law, Ustadz Hussin Manatad, confirmed Janjalani's wife and daughter were freed by Abdul Midjal, leader of the Christian vigilante group opposed to the Abu Sayaff. A few weeks ago, Janjalani's family was kidnapped to pressure the Muslim extremist group to release its 33 hostages in Basilan. The vigilantes threatened to kill Janjalani's family if the Abu Sayyaf failed to release all their hostages by April 15.  Source: http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-apr2000.nsf/provincial/20000408010
4/12/00 - Enrile & Erap warn Abu Sayyaf 

Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile called on President Estrada yesterday to declare an all-out offensive operation against the Muslim extremist Abu Sayyaf group should it push through with its threat to behead its 31 hostages. Enrile, a former defense minister, said the government has shown sincerity in listening to the concerns of the Abu Sayyaf group when it granted the group's demand to field movie actor Robin Padilla as its "messenger of peace." President Estrada, placing the welfare of the Basilan hostages above everything else, warned Islamic rebels yesterday that the military with its full force will go after them should anyone of the remaining hostages, most of whom are schoolchildren, be harmed or beheaded even as he expressed confidence on the imminent safe release of the Aby Sayyaf captives soon. "If they harm them or behead them, we will not give them any mercy," the President sternly warned the Abu Sayyyaf fundamentalist group holding the 31 schoolchildren and a Catholic priest captives since March 20. 

Seventy-one captives were originally abducted by the Islamic guerrillas from two Basilan schools last month. The rebels have already released more than half of the original number of hostages they took last March, but are keeping 31 schoolchildren and a Catholic priest whom they threatened to behead should Padilla fail to be named as a member of the government panel negotiating for the safe release of the hostages. Abu Sayyaf and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) are the two main groups demanding for Islamic independence in their respective areas in Southern Philippines. Reports reaching Malacanang had indicated that Padilla, escorted by local Muslim religious leaders, had arrived in Basilan and was on his way to the meeting place set-up by the Abu Sayyaf.  Source: http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-04/MN041303.asp
4/12/00 - Robin arrives in Mindanao

Actor and Muslim convert Robin Padilla is now in Zamboanga City to negotiate for the release of the hostages held captive by the extremist group Abu Sayyaf.

Padilla arrived Wednesday morning accompanied by media personnel and military escorts. Padilla's appearance is likewise meant to avert the Abu Sayyaf's threat to behead its 15 male hostages after 72 hours, which will lapse this Thursday. The actor was met by top military and police officials at the Zamboanga International Airport and was brought to the Southern Command headquarters for a briefing. Source: http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/newsflash.nsf/BRundown/20000413008
4/12/00 - 5 Abu Sayyaf rebels captured in South Cotabato

Five members of the extremist group Abu Sayyaf were captured by elements of the Criminal Investigation and Detection Group (CIDG) and the Philippine National Police (PNP) in Region 12 Tuesday in Lake Sebu, South Cotabato. The group, which operates in the Southern Mindanao provinces of South Cotabato, Sarangani and General Santos City, is allegedly responsible for the kidnapping of 16 people in Trankeni Natural Resort, Lake Sebu in 1996. The rebels are led by Madhatta Haipe alias Amir. His group is also wanted for the bombing of the Kimball Plaza in General Santos in the same year. Authorities are now continuing hot pursuit operations against other members of the terrorist group. Source: http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/NewsFlash.NSF/BRundown/20000413015
4/14/00 - Sayyaf demands release of jailed terrorists in US

The Abu Sayyaf are now demanding for the release of Arab terrorists jailed in the United States, including Ramzi Yousef, the mastermind of the 1993 bombing of the World Trade Center in New York, and Sheik Omar Abdel-Rahman, who is in jail for conspiring to blow up New York sites, before they will free the remaining 29 hostages, Abu Sayyaf spokesman Abu Sabaya said Friday. The demand was contained in a letter addressed to President Joseph Estrada presented by the rebels to movie actor Robin Padilla, who has been negotiating for the release of the hostages. Yousef, who allegedly planned to assassinate Pope John Paul II during his visit in the country, hid in Manila before fleeing to Pakistan where he was arrested in 1995. Source: http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/NewsFlash.NSF/BRundown/20000415025
4/14/00 - Philippine Rebels Release 2 Hostages in Mindanao
The extremist Muslim rebel group, Abu Sayyaf, released Friday two of their 31 hostages in the southern Philippines after receiving 100 sacks of rice delivered by the government, a senior official said.  In a press statement, National Security Adviser Alexander Aguirre confirmed the release of the two young girls held by the Muslim rebels in Basilan, Mindanao. According to Aguirre, one of two girls is 11 years old and the other nine. He said the release of the two hostages was due to the collective effort of a mediation team. The Abu Sayyaf group seized fifty-three people, mostly teachers and students, on March 20, after a brief encounter between the rebel group and the government forces. "With the sending of the mediation team, the Basilan Crisis Management Committee (CMC) had complied with the initial demands of the Abu Sayyaf as a show of our desire to resolve the problem through peaceful means," Aguirre said. As this developed, the Abu Sayyaf group has reportedly made known their demands in exchange for the release of all the remaining 29 hostages still in their hands. Among their demands are the delivery of 200 sacks of rice and release of their comrades held at the Basilan jail, media reports said. According to Aguirre, the peaceful efforts of the Basilan CMC have resulted in the release of 26 hostages, including relatives of Abu Sayyaf head Khaddafy Janjalani. Janjalani's relatives were held captive by another Muslim group in retaliation for the Abu Sayyaf hostage-taking move last month. Altogether, there are still 39 hostages remaining in the hands of the two groups, Aguirre said.  Source: http://my.cnn.com/jbcl/cnews/Go?template=nmDet&hd=0&sname=World&sbc_id=9&art_id=5519054&uid=955758715225
4/14/00 - Philippines Police Disarm Bombs

Officials in the Philippines say police have disarmed two homemade bombs planted in a crowded market in Jolo, capital of Sulu Province. The police chief in Sulu Province, Candido Casimiro, said the bombs were believed to have been planted by the Muslim militant group, Abu Sayyaf. The group is presently holding twenty-nine hostages, including a Roman Catholic priest and around fifteen children, who were seized last month. Police say they have intelligence reports confirming that the Abu Sayyaf would retaliate in the face of the continuing government offensive in the province. Source: http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_713000/713120.stm
4/17/00 - Abu Sayyaf Threatens to Kill Americans in Philippines 

The Muslim terrorist group Abu Sayyaf is now threatening to launch a killing spree of Americans in the Philippines, if its demand on the Philippine government to plead the release of jailed Arab terrorists in the United States is not met. Rebel officials said Monday they would kidnap or kill Americans in the country if the United States rejects their demand to free Arab terrorists Ramzi Yousef, Sheik Omar Abdel-Rahman, and Abu Haider. Yousef is the mastermind of the 1993 bombing of the World Trade Center in New York, while Abdel-Rahman is accused of conspiring to blow up New York City landmarks. Haider is presently detained in California. The release of the Arab terrorists is among several demands sought by the Abu Sayyaf rebels in exchange for their release of 29 remaining hostages in Camp Abdujarak in Sumisip town, Basilan. Abu Sayyaf spokesman Abu Sabaya said the group wants President Joseph Estrada to relay their demand to US President Bill Clinton or face dire consequences. "If the Americans reject our demands, we can promise that we'll kidnap or kill all the Americans here in the Philippines. That is what is going to happen." The US embassy has yet to comment on the Muslim terrorist group's threat. It is estimated that there are more than 100,000 Americans in the Philippines, most of them businessmen. The Philippine government has reportedly scoffed at the Abu Sayyaf's pressure tactics. President Estrada has declared his administration would not in any way compromise with the Muslim terrorists by putting the country in a more dangerous situation. Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado, meanwhile, has called the demands "illogical" and "impossible", explaining that releasing Arab terrorists being tried in the US is way beyond the government's capacity. The Abu Sayyaf, which split from the Moro National Liberation Front in 1991, is believed to have 200 members. Its members are mostly younger Muslims, many of who have studied or worked in the Gulf States, where they were exposed to radical Islamic ideology. Source: http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-apr2000.nsf/provincial/20000418029
4/18/00 - US Rejects Abu Sayyaf Demands 

MANILA (Reuters) - The United States yesterday rejected demands by Philippine Muslim rebels to release three Islamic militants held in US jails and vowed to protect Americans whom the guerrillas had threatened to kidnap or kill. "The United States does not concede to threats or demands made by terrorists," the US Embassy in Manila said. "We have seen reports of this terrorist group's demands and take all threats against American citizens seriously." "American citizens are advised to avoid Basilan and to exercise caution. The US will continue to work to protect American citizens," the Embassy added. The threat to kidnap or kill Americans in the country was issued on Monday by the fundamentalist Abu Sayyaf group that is holding hostage some 29 Filipinos, mostly school children, on Basilan Island, 900 kms south of Manila. Abu Sayyaf is one of two groups fighting for an Islamic state in the south of this largely Roman Catholic country. The release of the US-held militants was one of five demands made by the Abu Sayyaf for freeing its 29 captives who were abducted last month from two high schools in Basilan. The guerrillas made the threat against Americans after President Estrada dismissed their demands and threatened to send in the army. There are around 100,000 Americans in the Philippines with an undetermined number of them living in the southern islands. It was not immediately known if any live on Basilan, a largely Muslim area. The guerrillas identified the three militants they wanted freed as Sheik Abdurahman Omar, Abou Haidi, and Youseff Ramsy believed to refer to Ramzi Ahmed Yousef, who is serving a life term plus 240 years after being convicted of masterminding the bombing of the World Trade Center in New York in 1993. The group has also demanded the release of two rebels held in local jails, a meeting with a representative from the Vatican, a ban on fishing by foreign boats in waters around Basilan, and a stop to the setting up of crosses in the area by Catholics. 

Source: http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-04/MN041903.asp
4/18/00 - Abu Sayyaf We'll behead 2 hostages 

''We will execute two male hostages at 3 p.m. as a birthday gift to President Joseph Estrada.'' An Abu Sayyaf spokesperson announced this over radio yesterday, saying the two would be beheaded; while in Manila, the Armed Forces announced that it had already lined up several ''military options'' to rescue 30 hostages and was prepared to risk civilian casualties. Government negotiators have been instructed to tell the rebels that most of their ''impossible'' demands have been rejected, according to National Security Adviser Alexander Aguirre. Also yesterday, the US Embassy advised Americans to stay away from Basilan, even as military, defense and US Embassy officials downplayed as an ''empty threat'' a recent Abu Sayyaf warning that the rebels would kill or kidnap Americans if certain demands were not met. The military is apparently biding its time until the Crisis Management Committee in Basilan exhausts all attempts to resolve the month-long hostage crisis peacefully. Aguirre said the committee had been instructed to reject several rebel demands, including the release of Ramzi Yousef, the Arab terrorist behind the World Trade Center bombing in New York in 1993, and two other Muslim extremists in US prisons. A rebel demand to ban foreign fishing vessels from Basilan, Tawi-Tawi and Sulu waters ''may be considered'' because the government also wants to stop poaching, Aguirre said. Manila has not asked Washington to release the three Muslim prisoners ''because certainly that is legally impossible,'' Aguirre said. According to Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado, military forces are poised to move if necessary but are exercising caution. Source: http://www.inquirer.net/issues/apr2000/apr19/news/news_2.htm
4/19/00 - Abu Sayyaf Says 2 Hostages Beheaded 

The Abu Sayyaf said it beheaded yesterday afternoon in its camp in Mount Punoh Mahajid, Sumisip, Basilan, and two male hostages. The beheading of the two male teachers was conducted at about 3:20 p.m. yesterday in Camp Abdurajak, Mount Punoh Mohajid, Sumisip, Basilan, according to Abu Asmad Salayuddi alias Sabaya, spokesman of the Abu Sayyaf. He declined to identify the two men but claimed they were former soldiers based on identification cards the Abu Sayyaf got from them. The Abu Sayyaf had 3 p.m. yesterday as the deadline for President Estrada to call and inform them whether their demands could be met or not. The demands of the Abu Sayyaf which President Estrada said were "impossible" include: the release of three international terrorists jailed in the United States; the release of the two comrades detained at Basilan Provincial Jail; removal of the big cross at Mount Ubit and Calvario peak in Basilan; a prohibition on the entry of foreign-owned purseiners in Mindanao fishing grounds; allowing Muslim students to practice their religion in schools; and the presence of a representative from the Vatican. Salayudi said the bodies of the two executed hostages will be buried at Camp Abdurajak and they will look for somebody to bring down from their mountain lair the heads of the teachers to be sent to the President. "Every negative reaction of President Estrada means another execution," Salayudi said. There are still five male hostages at Camp Abdurajak.  Source: http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-04/MN042002.asp
4/19/00 - Philippines' Rebel Threats Escalate

In a southern Philippine province, a Muslim rebel group is threatening to execute Americans unless the United States releases convicted terrorists, including the mastermind of the 1993 World Trade Center bombing. The group also says it will release 29 Filipino hostages it holds - but only if all Christian residents of the province are forbidden from displaying crosses in public. The number of casualties and evacuees in the past month's fighting in Lanao del Norte province rate on the scale of a major disaster, surpassing even the 68,000 people who were forced to flee from the eruption of Mayon volcano in February. The clashes are the most serious since the government and the secessionist Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) began talks in 1997. The Abu Sayyaf rebels were still holding 29 hostages on April 14. Then on April 17 they threatened to kidnap or kill Americans in the Philippines if the US rejects their demand for the jailed terrorists, who include Ramzi Yousef, convicted of the 1993 World Trade Center bombing that killed six people, and Sheik Omar Abdul Rahman, accused of conspiring to blow up New York City landmarks. The US yesterday rejected the Muslim rebels' demands and vowed to protect Americans whom the guerrillas had threatened to kidnap or kill. Source: http://www.csmonitor.com/durable/2000/04/19/fp7s2-csm.shtml
4/20/00 - Philippine Executions Revenge Threat

There has been a new twist to the hostage crisis in the southern Philippines where Muslim separatist rebels say they beheaded two of their captives on Wednesday. Another armed group has now announced it will retaliate against the militants, known as the Abu Sayyaf, to avenge the murders. They say they will kill two of the relatives of the Abu Sayyaf leader, who they abducted last month. The Philippine armed forces have been ordered to stand by while negotiations for the release of both sets of hostages continue. The abductions on both sides took place after guerrillas of the Abu Sayyaf failed to overrun an army outpost in the island province of Basilan last month. They covered their retreat by taking dozens of hostages, mainly schoolchildren and teachers. In response, another armed group led by a supporter of the provincial governor, abducted a number of relatives of the Abu Sayyaf leader, Khaddafy Janjalani. The rebels, who have also threatened to kill American nationals, also want the release of three Islamic militants held in the US, one of who is Ramzi Youssef, convicted of masterminding the 1993 bombing of New York's World Trade Center. On Wednesday they claim they carried out their threat to behead two of their 29 hostages because the government had not responded to their demands. A spokesman for the group said it had recorded the executions, in which the men - teachers who were former soldiers - were blindfolded and made to sit with their head bowed. Philippine Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado has accused the rebel group of playing games to attract international attention. He indicated in a television interview that he was not convinced the executions had taken place: "We believe only what the evidence will show" he said. The Presidential Press Secretary Ricardo Puno told the Reuters news agency that he had independent confirmation of the executions but did not give details. The Abu Sayyaf's spokesman Abu Ahmad warned they would behead five more male hostages if the government continues to refuse to ask Washington for the release of Rami Yousef. President Joseph Estrada earlier dismissed the demand, saying Manila does not have authority over prisoners overseas. Senior military commanders held a meeting on Thursday to discuss their options. They say they are ready to launch an attack on the rebel hideout in the hills, but Defense Secretary Orlanda Mercado has urged them to take care because of the children held hostage. An army spokesman confirmed they had several military plans but could not disclose details. Negotiations for the release of all the hostages in both groups are continuing. Source: http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_720000/720523.stm
4/20/00 - Philippines Hostage Rescue Planned

Top military officials Thursday were considering a response to a Muslim extremist group's claim that it has beheaded two hostages. Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado said that the military and police ``have been preparing'' a response to the group Abu Sayyaf, which has been holding 29 hostages for a month in the southern Philippines. The government has rejected the group's demands to facilitate the release of Ramzi Yousef, mastermind of the 1993 bombing of the World Trade Center in New York, and Sheik Omar Abdel-Rahman, accused of conspiring to blow up New York City landmarks. The rejection of that and other demands -- including for the release of two Abu Sayyaf members being held in a Basilan jail -- prompted the group to behead two of its hostages, both male teachers who were former soldiers, on Wednesday, Abu Sayyaf spokesman Abu Ahmad said in radio interviews. The killings drew widespread condemnation among residents of Basilan and the southern port city of Zamboanga. The U.S. State Department has included the Abu Sayyaf in a list of 28 foreign groups that threaten Americans at home or abroad. 

Source: http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/i/AP-Philippines-Hostages.html
4/21/00 - Philippines Shoot-Out With Muslim Rebels

In the Philippines six members of a militant Muslim group and two government militiamen have been killed in a gun battle. Police say about a dozen members of the Abu Sayyaf group attacked an army and police patrol in the town of Talipao in the Sulu Islands, south of Zamboanga. Two government militiamen were also injured. Government soldiers were able to repulse a second attack by Abu Sayyaf reinforcements, according to police. Earlier this week the group - which is campaigning for a separate Islamic state - announced that it had beheaded two of a group of hostages it was holding. The government had rejected the group's demands to secure the release of three foreign Muslims being held in the United States - among them Ramzi Youssef, convicted of masterminding the 1993 bombing of New York's World Trade Center. There is no independent confirmation that the executions were carried out. The Philippine Government has voiced doubts that the executions went ahead. Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado has accused the rebel group of playing games to attract international attention. Abu Sayyaf have threatened further executions if their demands are not met. In a twist to the hostage crisis, a group of vigilantes announced on Thursday that it would retaliate against the Abu Sayyaf group to avenge the executions. The group said it would kill some of their own hostages, relatives of the Abu Sayyaf leader Khaddafy Janjalani. An Abu Sayyaf unit on Basilan Island, just north of Sulu province, has been holding 27 hostages since 20 March. Dozens of vigilantes searched for the bodies of the two supposed beheading victims in the jungle near the Abu Sayyaf's hideout. Mr. Mercado has said the government would not allow the vigilantes to take action on their own because "the problem will just worsen". 

The army is planning its own rescue operation to free the hostages, mostly children, teachers and a Catholic priest. The provincial governor has set a deadline of 30 April for the hostages to be released. Abu Sayyaf has been blamed for a series of kidnappings and bomb attacks on Christian targets since the early 1990s. Source: http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_721000/721539.stm
4/24/00 - Suspected Abu Sayyaf Rebels Nab 20 Foreigners

Suspected Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) rebels have abducted 20 foreigners, half of whom are Malaysians in the island resort of Sipadan in Sabah, Malaysia on Sunday. Reports said they were later brought to the Philippines. Citing information furnished by Sabah police, Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado said the abduction was allegedly perpetrated by five to six Filipinos believed to be members of the extremist group. The ASG is now under siege by military rescue operations in Basilan for the release of its 29 hostages. Reports reaching Malacañang said the kidnappers reportedly armed with rocket launchers and M16 rifles, were speaking Tausug, the most dominant dialect in Southern Mindanao. Mercado said the Sabah police report did not indicate what the nationalities are of the 10 other kidnap victims. Unconfirmed reports, however said among those abducted were American, French, Germans and South African tourists who were out on a vacation in Sipadan Island. The island is recognized as one of the diving 'meccas' in Southeast Asia. The abduction came amid a sustained military and police rescue operations for the remaining 29 hostages being held in the Abu Sayyaf lair in Sumisip, Basilan since Saturday. Mercado said he suspects a diversionary tactic is being instigated by the ASG. The Abu Sayyaf had earlier said it will kill its remaining five male hostages if the government does not cease the military offensive in Basilan. Source: http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-apr2000.nsf/provincial/20000425006
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Malaysia's Sipadan resort island - a world-renowned diving spot located about 30 km (20 miles) off the coast of eastern Malaysia's Sabah state on the island of Borneo. Armed gunmen kidnapped around 20 people from the island, including foreign tourists, Malaysian government officials and resort workers on 23 April 2000. The gunmen were last seen heading for Philippine waters with the hostages.

4/24/00 - Philippine Warplanes Bomb Rebels' Mountain Lair

Philippine warplanes pounded a mountain stronghold of Islamic rebels with rockets Monday, the third day of a military offensive to free dozens of hostages held by the guerrillas for nearly seven weeks. Residents in towns nearby on Basilan Island reported explosions as helicopter gunships rocketed positions near the camp where the hostages are held. Philippine Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado said the fundamentalist Abu Sayyaf rebels were using their hostages -- including 22 children and a Catholic priest -- as ``human shields'' to thwart the military attack. The military said it ordered the rescue operation to prevent the killing of more hostages after the Abu Sayyaf said Wednesday that it had beheaded two of 29 captives -- both male teachers -- and threatened to decapitate more. They announced the executions after Manila rejected their demands, including the release of three Islamic militants held in the United States.

Southern military commander General Diomedio Villanueva said air force helicopters were striking only at the rebels' outer defense lines to avoid hitting the hostages. On nearby Jolo island, six soldiers and five civilians were wounded when suspected Abu Sayyaf rebels tossed grenades at a military outpost and a local bank in simultaneous attacks on Sunday night. The attackers escaped. The fighting in Basilan coincided with the kidnapping of around 20 people -- 12 of them foreigners -- Sunday night by a group of suspected Filipino gunmen in the nearby Malaysian resort island of Sipadan. Mercado said there was suspicion the gunmen were Abu Sayyaf members and that if this were true, the kidnapping might be ``a diversionary tactic'' to ease military pressure on the Basilan guerrillas. Source: http://www7.mercurycenter.com/world/worldwire/docs/458249l.htm
4/24/00 - 13 soldiers injured in Jolo twin bombings

Thirteen soldiers were injured when two bombs exploded simultaneously in Jolo on Easter night. The first explosion occurred at 6:45 p.m. near the detachment of the 4th Infantry Battalion in Barangay Alat, Jolo. One of the six soldiers wounded in the blast is reportedly in serious condition. The second explosion happened five minutes later at Sanchez St. near a Philippine National Police (PNP) detachment. Seven government troops were reportedly hurt. The bombings could have been perpetrated by the Muslim extremist group Abu Sayyaf. Abu Sayyaf members are possible suspects because they are trying to divert the military's focus from Basilan to Jolo. The twin bombings are a diversionary tactic employed by the Abu Sayyaf in light of the military offensive launched against them last Black Saturday. Source: http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-apr2000.nsf/provincial/20000425005
4/24/00 - Malaysia - Kidnap Victims Named

Earlier Sunday, six armed men, suspected to be members of the terrorist group Abu Sayyaf abducted 20 foreigners in the island resort of Sipadan in Sabah, Malaysia. The captives also included four Malaysians from the Wildlife Department and five Malaysians and two Filipinos working at the Sipadan Island resort. Police officials said the hostage-takers were speaking Tausug, the most dominant dialect in Southern Mindanao. Malaysian inspector general of police Norian Mai said that the six men carrying AK-47 rifles and a rocket launcher, surprised their prey and forced them onto the boats after confiscating their cash and jewelry. Afterwards, the abductors sped off with their catch in two 30-foot fishing boats that appeared to be heading into Philippine waters.

The kidnap victims were identified as:

1. Sonia Wending, French, female 

2. Loisy Stephon, French, male

3. Marc Wallert, German, male

4. Werner Gunter Cort, German, male

5. Renate Juta, German, female

6. Carel Strydom, South African, male

7. Monique Strydom, South African, female

8. Marie Michei, Lebanese, female

9. Seppo Johan Franti, Finnish, female

10. Rista Mirco Jahanen, Finnish, male

The resort employees were identified as:

11. Kenfong Yinken, Malaysian, male

12. Kuayu Loong, Malaysian, male

13. Vincent Kwong, Malaysian, male

14. Laurecia Dablo, Filipino, female

15. Roland Ullah, Filipino, male

Officials of the Malaysian Wildlife Department include:

16. Francis (last name unknown)

17. Zulkamain (last name unknown) 

18-19 Two other unidentified men

An off-duty Malaysian police officer, Abdul Jawan Aulawat was also identified as one of those abducted. Source: http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-Apr2000.nsf/nIDLookUp/20000425006?Open&Page=2
4/24/00 - Malaysia -Abu Sayyaf linked to Malaysia kidnap

PRESIDENT Estrada yesterday ordered the Air Force and the Navy to help Malaysia track down a gang of six suspected Filipinos and rescue two Filipinos and 18 foreigners who were abducted from a resort island off Sabah. In response to a request from the Royal Malaysian Police, Mr. Estrada ordered the military to extend ''full cooperation'' to ''head off'' the kidnappers who fled by boat toward Philippine waters, according to presidential spokesperson Ricardo Puno. The President also activated a border patrol agreement between the Philippines and Malaysia so police and military from both countries could jointly scout the waters for the boat. Last night, Malaysian Defense Minister Najib Tun Razak said Malaysia had established where the gunmen were keeping the 20 people. ''We now know their exact location,'' Najib was quoted as saying by Malaysia's official Bernama news agency. He did not elaborate but said the defense ministry had dispatched a patrol boat and a maritime surveillance aircraft to the location where the kidnappers were holding the hostages. Earlier, the Armed Forces Southern Command said two gunboats had been dispatched close to Malaysian waters to ''verify or intercept outriggers carrying the hostages.'' 

The heavily armed gunmen abducted the 20, including foreign tourists, from Sipadan Island, about 30 km off the coast of Sabah, and fled by boat toward Philippine waters, officials yesterday said. The tiny coral island of Sipadan, a world-renowned diving spot, is a 45-minute boat journey from Mindanao. ''This has been done by five or six Tausug-speaking Filipinos who have sped in the direction of the Philippines,'' Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado said. He said that Philippine National Police chief Deputy Director Panfilo Lacson was coordinating rescue operations with his Malaysian counterpart. There were no reports of demands by the abductors. 

The hostages include two Filipinos, eight Malaysians, two French, three Germans, two South Africans, two Finns and one Lebanese, according to a list released by Southcom officers yesterday. The Filipinos were identified as Laurecia Dablo, married to a Malaysian, and Roland Ullah, an employee of the Borneo Divers Club. Two Americans escaped by running into the bushes, according to Malaysian police. 

Col. Ernesto de Guzman, chief of staff of the Southern Command, said Abu Sayyaf rebels or pirates could be behind the hostage-taking, although Tausug is spoken in Tawi-Tawi and Sulu, but not Basilan, where the Abu Sayyaf has been holding hostages for more than a month. 

Diversionary tactic?

Mercado also emphasized that it had not been definitely established that the hostage-takers were Filipinos. ''If at all it has anything to do with the Abu Sayyaf, then it could be also possible for us to think of possible diversionary tactics,'' Mercado said, referring to an ongoing military assault of Camp Abdurajak in Basilan. Mercado said: ''The presence of foreigners could also be an indication that, if they are indeed Abu Sayyaf, this is an attempt to put some international flavor to this particular conflict, as they have been trying to do from the beginning.'' Malaysia's police chief said yesterday that political motives could be the main intention of the gunmen. Norian Mai, inspector general of police, told a news conference that the kidnapping ''possibly has something to do with the Abu Sayyaf.'' ''There could be three relevant motives--one is for ransom, the other for revenge and lastly; political motives,'' he said. ''We are seriously considering (the) political motive as the main reason for this hostage taking,'' he said. 

Favored weapon

The Department of Foreign Affairs also ''could not immediately confirm'' if the hostage takers were Filipinos or members of the Abu Sayyaf. ''The Philippine Embassy (in Kuala Lumpur) is closely coordinating with the Malaysian police in Semporna and the International Police (Interpol) on the matter,'' said Bayani Mangibin, chief of the DFA consular assistant division. ''Unfortunately many of these pirates are Filipinos,'' he said. Sipadan Island is in close proximity to the southeastern tip of Basilan, where the Abu Sayyaf base their operations. 

The eastern side of Sabah in fact is populated mostly by Filipinos, Mangibin added. De Guzman told the AP that five to six gunmen in camouflage uniforms and armed with M-16 and M-79 rifles forced themselves into the resort on Sunday night. Mangiban said the M-16 Armalite rifle is the favored weapon of Filipino pirates in Sabah. 

Less than an hour

Norian said the six gunmen, five armed with AK47 rifles and one with a bazooka, initially ambushed a police station on Sipadan Island and took one policeman on duty. They then proceeded to the nearby resort and a wildlife department office and took another 21 people captive but the American couple managed to escape in the dark and ran into nearby bushes, he said. The couple have been taken to the Sabah town of Semporna and were in good health, he added. The two Americans who escaped were earlier identified by Malaysian police as James and Mary Murphy, but the police did not know what state in the US they were from. Norian said the incident happened in less than one hour, with the gunmen ambushing the police station in the early evening and fleeing the island on two boats 45 minutes later. No shooting took place and the gunmen snatched money and jewelry from the hostages before herding them onto the vessel, he said. ''From the descriptions that we have, we conclude that these criminals are elements from another country. They were fluent in English,'' he added.   

Source: http://www.inquirer.net/issues/apr2000/apr25/news/news_main.htm
4/25/00 - Victim's sister says hostages, abductors now in Tawi-Tawi 

A sister of one of the two Filipinos abducted by armed men in an island resort in Sabah said the 20 hostages were in Tawi-Tawi and were to be released yesterday provided ransom was paid. Nida Rodriguez, 60, elder sister of Lucrecia Dablo, said that the management of the Pulau Sipadan Resort had established contact with the gunmen and was willing to pay the ransom demanded. It was not clear how much the gunmen wanted. Dablo, 38, a native of Pagadian, has been working as a receptionist at the Pulau Sipadan Resort for almost 10 years. In a telephone interview with the Inquirer yesterday morning, resort cashier Sim Kiu Hao confirmed that the management was negotiating with the abductors. Hao, who spoke little English, said resort manager Monica Lee was leading the negotiations. But Lee could not be contacted for confirmation yesterday afternoon. 

Source: http://www.inquirer.net/issues/apr2000/apr26/news/news_10.htm
4/25/00 - Philippines Hammers Rebel Lair Despite Pleas

Philippine forces rocketed Islamic rebel positions for the fourth day Tuesday, hours after one of 27 Filipinos held by the guerrillas warned the army assault was endangering hostages' lives. ``We have to go on with the operation. What we are hitting is the periphery, the bunkers, to dislodge the terrorists guarding their main lair,'' southern military commander General Diomedio Villanueva told reporters.

Earlier Tuesday, a local radio station broadcast an appeal from a Catholic priest held hostage. He asked the military to stop bombing the hideout of the separatist Abu Sayyaf group on southern Basilan Island, 560 miles south of the capital Manila. ``We are all scared, we will die from the bombings,'' Father Ruel Gallardo said. ``If you want us to be released, let us do it peacefully through negotiations, not through bombings. It is not only bullets that will kill us but also terror.'' Gallardo was among 27 Filipinos, mostly school children, held captive for five weeks on Basilan. Rebels originally abducted more than 70 people from two high schools but have released all but 27. Gallardo urged the government to agree to the rebel demands, which include the release of three Muslim militants jailed in the United States, including one man held in the World Trade Center bombing. ``Whatever the group's demands are, give it to them,'' Gallardo said. ``Withdrawal of the military is the number one need right now if you want to save our lives.''

It was unclear if the guerrillas had scripted the priest's comments, which came as the military began its fourth day of air and ground assaults on the 900-foot mountain where the rebels were holding their hostages. The military said it had no confirmed casualty figures but Basilan provincial government spokesman Hader Glang told Reuters about 30 guerrillas had been killed in the offensive. The figure was based on reports from villagers, Glang said. The military said it suffered three dead and four wounded.  Source: http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/nm/20000425/wl/malaysia_hostages_14.html
4/25/00 - Troops Press Assault On Hostage-Holding Rebels 

Troops Tuesday used helicopter gunships in their slow assault up a remote mountain to the main base where rebels have held 27 Filipinos hostage for the past five weeks in the southern Philippines. Abu Sayyaf rebel spokesman Abu Ahmad, meanwhile, warned Tuesday that members of his extremist group would kidnap foreigners if the United States does not release three imprisoned Arab terrorists, including the mastermind of the 1993 World Trade Center bombing. The rebels, who announced last week that they had beheaded two male hostages, also have said they will behead the remaining five adult males, including a priest, if the military does not halt its assault. Helicopters attacked three outlying Abu Sayyaf camps with rockets Tuesday, said Lt. Gen. Diomedio Villanueva, chief of the military's Southern Command. He said ground troops were pursuing fleeing rebels, and the troops next plan to advance to the main stronghold farther up the mountain. The assault, which began Saturday, has been slowed by heavy vegetation, poor weather and land mines, which have forced the troops to employ metal detectors, officials said. At least 10 rebels and four soldiers have died, they said. On Sunday, about 20 people, including foreign tourists, were abducted on a nearby Malaysian island and taken by boat toward the Philippines. The Abu Sayyaf hinted they may be responsible. "I'm not saying that we are the ones," Ahmad said. "I'm also not saying we are not the ones. Let's give the government a puzzle." Some Philippine officials doubted that the Abu Sayyaf was responsible, saying the group was just trying to gain attention. The Abu Sayyaf is the smaller but more radical of two Muslim groups fighting for an independent Islamic state in the predominantly Catholic Philippines. It has been blamed for numerous attacks on Christians. The Abu Sayyaf originally seized more than 50 hostages from two schools in the Basilan province March 20 for use as human shields after attacking an army outpost. Some of the hostages have since been freed. The rebels have demanded freedom for Ramzi Yousef, mastermind of the 1993 bombing of the World Trade Center in New York, and Sheik Omar Abdel-Rahman, accused of conspiring to blow up New York City landmarks. Source: http://www.foxnews.com/world/042500/malaysia_philippines.sml
4/25/00 - Source says Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) holding hostages on Tawi-Tawi - A group of hostages kidnapped from a Malaysian resort island over the weekend are being held in the southern Philippines by Muslim guerrillas, a source close to the rebels said on Tuesday. The hostages - who include 10 foreign tourists - are being held somewhere in the Tawi-Tawi group of islands, about an hour's boat ride from Sipadan, from where they were kidnapped on Sunday night, the source said. The source confirmed the kidnapping was carried out by Abu Sayyaf guerrillas fighting for an independent state in the southern part of the Philippines, a mostly Catholic country. The source said the information about the kidnapping came from Khadafy Janjalani, the head of the Abu Sayyaf. Janjalani was last reported to be on Basilan Island, some 900 km. (560 miles) south of Manila, where government troops have launched an assault on an Abu Sayyaf camp. The guerrillas are also holding 27 Filipino hostages (on Basilan), mostly schoolchildren, and are demanding the release of three Muslim militants jailed in the United States. They have said they beheaded two hostages last week because of the lack of a favorable response from the government to their demands. 

One of the jailed militants they want freed is believed to be the mastermind behind the 1993 bombing at New York's World Trade Center. 

[image: image30.jpg]


Earlier on Tuesday, there were conflicting versions on whether the Abu Sayyaf was involved in the Sipadan kidnappings. The DXRZ radio station in the southern Philippine city of Zamboanga said it received a call from a man who identified himself as Abu Sabaya, a spokesman for the Abu Sayyaf. "We are responsible for the abduction of these foreign nationals. We still have more surprises for the government if they will continue to ignore our demands," the radio quoted the caller as saying. But in an interview with the local DXXX radio station about half an hour later, a caller also identified as Abu Sabaya was asked if the Abu Sayyaf was involved in the kidnapping and responded: "We are keeping that strictly confidential." The ABS-CBN television channel also received a call from Abu Sabaya in which he said: "We are not saying we did this, and we are not saying we did not do this. Let us give the government something to think about." Source: http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-04/MN042602.asp
[image: image31.jpg]


4/26/00 - Philippine kidnappers reveal demands  

Gunmen who kidnapped 21 people in Malaysia on Sunday and took them to the Philippines have, for the first time, given an indication of their demands for the release of the hostages. The governor of the Philippine region of Mindanao, Nur Misuari, told the BBC that the kidnappers wanted him to be present in the event of formal negotiations. They also wanted the government to implement an unspecified agreement with them apparently relating to the release of a kidnapped American priest several years ago. The governor confirmed that the hostages were alive and being held on the island of Jolo in Sulu province in the southern Philippines. He also confirmed that the kidnappers belonged to the Muslim separatist group, known as Abu Sayyaf. The Sulu Islands are close to the eastern Malaysian resort of Sipadan, where the group, which includes European and South African tourists, was first abducted. They were abducted by heavily armed men from Malaysia's Sipadan Island off the coast of Sabah on Sunday night. There were unconfirmed reports that the kidnappers are demanding a ransom of 100 million pesos ($2.4m) for the release of the captives. 

An unidentified police source told the Associated Press news agency that two Malaysian hostages would be released soon because they are Muslims. The hostages include 10 Malaysians, three Germans, two French, two South Africans, two Finns, one Lebanese and a Filipino. BBC correspondent John McLean says there is a theory that the guerrillas might be trying to distract government forces, which began an assault on the Abu Sayyaf's main base on Saturday. The guerrillas are already holding 27 Filipino hostages, mostly schoolchildren, on Basilan island, 900km (560 miles) south of Manila, where government troops have launched an assault on the Abu Sayyaf camp. Source: http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_726000/726504.stm
4/26/00 - Ransom Sought for Malaysia Hostages

The gunmen who grabbed 21 hostages on a Malaysian resort island will soon free two Malaysians and are demanding a $2.4 million ransom for the release of the others, police said today. The hostages, including at least 10 foreigners, were being held in Sulu, a remote province in the southern Philippines, government officials said. A senior police official in Sulu, who spoke on condition of anonymity, disclosed the $2.4 million ransom demand and said the kidnappers would release the two Malaysians because they are Muslim. The kidnappers are members of the Abu Sayyaf, an extremist Muslim rebel group, said Nur Misuari, a former Muslim rebel leader who now heads a Muslim autonomous region in the southern Philippines. They took the hostages Sunday on Sipadan Island -- a famous diving site about one hour by boat from Sulu. The Abu Sayyaf is the smaller of two groups fighting for an independent Islamic state in the predominantly Catholic Philippines. They are under attack at their stronghold in nearby Basilan province by Philippine troops attempting to rescue 27 other hostages kidnapped more than five weeks ago. Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado, who visited Sulu today, said the hostages have been divided into several groups and are being moved around the town of Talipao, a mountainous area about 12 miles from Jolo, Sulu's capital. Presidential Executive Secretary Ronaldo Zamora, however, said a former Muslim rebel leader told him that some of the hostages are also in Tawi Tawi, a nearby province. He said President Joseph Estrada has appointed Nur Misuari, head of the Moro National Liberation Front, as the government's negotiator with the kidnappers. The MNLF, once the country's largest Muslim rebel group, signed a peace treaty in 1996. Mercado said government officials have had no direct contact with the kidnappers and have not heard their demands. Source: http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/i/AP-Philippines-Hostages.html
4/27/00 - Philippine Governor Rejects Demands Of Muslim Rebels
President Joseph Estrada rejected a demand for up to $2.4 million in ransom from kidnappers who took 21 hostages from a Malaysian resort island, an official said Thursday. The 21 hostages, including at least 10 foreigners, were kidnapped Sunday and were being held by Muslim extremists in the mountains of impoverished Sulu province at the tip of the southern Philippines, officials said. At least two Malaysian hostages were expected to be freed shortly because they are Muslims, a police official said. But Estrada rejected ransom demands. "Absolutely not. The government policy is not to give ransom," presidential executive secretary Ronaldo Zamora said. Meanwhile, the governor of a nearby province where soldiers are attacking a Muslim rebel stronghold to free 27 other hostages offered citizens a $730 bounty for each guerrilla they kill. The two kidnappings, the worst in the Philippines in years, have drawn attention to the country's 25-year Muslim separatist rebellion, which has killed more than 120,000 people. Reports indicate the abductors split into smaller groups, hopping from one island to another to avoid hundreds of police swarming the area. Both kidnappings were allegedly carried out by members of the Abu Sayyaf, a loosely organized Muslim extremist group linked to many previous kidnappings. The two, however, may not be directly related, several officials said. The link "is not definite," said military Deputy Chief of Staff Jose Calimlim. He said the motive of the Malaysian kidnapping appeared to be money, while the Basilan abductors have made a number of ideological demands, including the release of three Arab terrorists jailed in the United States. The kidnapping from Malaysia's Sipadan Island, about an hour by boat from Sulu, had been planned for nearly a month, according to a police report. A former Muslim rebel leader who has been designated by Estrada as chief negotiator for the release of the Sulu hostages said the kidnappers probably turned to Malaysia because suitable victims were not available in the southern Philippines. "The economy is not that good," Nur Misuari said. "The businessmen have fled so there aren't any suitable victims anymore." The U.S. Embassy in Kuala Lumpur has issued a statement warning American tourists in the area to "remain vigilant" and exercise caution. "American citizens should avoid large crowds and gatherings, keep a low profile, and vary routes and times of all required travel," the statement said. The military continued its slow assault Thursday on the mountainous Abu Sayyaf stronghold in Basilan in an effort to free the 27 hostages, including many schoolchildren, kidnapped more than five weeks ago. The assault on the stronghold by 1,500 government troops has been delayed by poor weather and by rebel land mines assembled from dynamite sticks that have killed several troops, officials said. At least 10 rebels and five soldiers have died in the attack, which began Saturday. The rebels have been shifting the hostages around the heavily fortified camp's bunkers and tunnels in an effort to prevent their rescue, military officials said. The hostages abducted in Malaysia have been divided into three groups and are being held in Talipao, a mountainous area 12 miles from Jolo, the capital of Sulu province, Misuari said. Misuari heads the Moro National Liberation Front, which was the country's largest Muslim separatist group until it signed a peace treaty in 1996. 

http://www.foxnews.com/world/042700/malaysia.sml
4/27/00 - 8 hostages released in southern Philippines

Eight of 20 hostages abducted by Philippine Muslim rebels at an island resort in Malaysia have been released in the southern Philippine province of Sulu, a TV report said Thursday afternoon in Manila. According to the local ABS-CBN television, the released hostages were all Malaysians. However, the TV report failed to identify the whereabouts of the released hostages. The rest hostages come from Germany, France, South Africa, Finland and Lebanon. Source: 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/cover/storydb/2000/04/27/mnhostag.html
Fri 4/28/00 - Kidnappers are threatening to behead foreigners

Kidnappers are threatening to behead foreigners amongst 21 hostages being held in the Philippines unless new negotiators are appointed. They are demanding to talk to ambassadors from the countries of origin of the 10 foreigners. The dramatic tactical change emerged in a phone call to a local Philippines radio station by a man called Abu Sabaya, who said he represented the hostage takers. "If they don't want to negotiate we will cut off the heads of all the foreigners and if they don't stop military (operations) we will give the government a big embarrassment," he said. The Philippine Government had appointed as its chief negotiator Nur Misuari, the governor of an autonomous Muslim region in the southern Philippines. Two of his emissaries have seen most of the hostages and confirmed that they were safe. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_728000/728893.stm
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Fri 4/28/00 – Military Ops vs ASG

Soldiers on board trucks arrive in Talipao village in Jolo to join operations against the Abu Sayyaf who claimed responsibility for the kidnapping of 21 hostages, including 10 foreign tourists, from a Malaysian resort last weekend. A Malaysian Marine Police boat patrols the sea near Semporma, off the coast of the east Malaysia state of Sabah in Borneo, near where the 21 hostages were kidnaped

http://www.mb.com.ph/frntpage.asp
Fri 4/28/00 - Military Ops vs ASG  

The Armed Forces has sealed off strategic exit points in the province of Sulu where two Filipino and 18 foreign hostages are being held by a suspected Moro kidnap gang. Acting Armed Forces chief Lt. Gen. Jose Calimlim said that military units were deployed throughout the Sulu island group to prevent the kidnappers from fleeing Jolo and possibly linking up with the Abu Sayyaf in Basilan.  A military report said the Coast Guard had sent out patrols to coast the waters of Sulu, particularly around Talipao, Jolo, where the victims were reported to have been brought after being abducted from the Sipadan island resort off Sabah Sunday night. The kidnappers have split the hostages into groups and brought them to four towns in Jolo, Sulu, local police sources said. 

The sources said the victims were taken to Maimbung, Indanan, Talipao and Patikul towns (see attached map), and were now in the custody of Said Suaib, Galib Andang alias Commander Robot, Mujidagga Susukan and Abu Pula Jumdail. But according to information reaching Malaysian police authorities based in Sabah, the hostages have already been moved by their abductors to Basilan, scene of an ongoing military operation to free 28 hostages being held by the larger Abu Sayyaf group, which has been fighting for a separate Islamic state.  

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/apr2000/apr28/news/news_main.htm
May 

Mon 5/1/00 – Military Ops vs ASG on Basilan

The Philippine military hinted at a possible operation to rescue the 21 Pulau Sipadan hostages on Jolo island after it successfully overran an Abu Sayyaf base in nearby Basilan. "This (the military operation) is a final option," Philippine Defence Secretary Orlando Mercado said at the military's Southern Command headquarters here late on Saturday evening. He said the area in central Jolo where the hostages were being held had been cordoned off by the military and also Moro National Liberation Front fighters. Southern Command spokesman Col Hilario Atendido said the military's immediate job was to identify and isolate areas where the hostages were being held. "We are always planning and preparing for any eventuality," he said when asked about any rescue attempt. Philippine government officials here said that the abductors and hostages were holed up in the upper part of Barangay (village) Banggang, about 7km from Talipao town, which is some 25km from the island capital of Jolo. Basilan governor Wahab Akhbar's spokesman Hader Glang told The Star here Sunday that the Philippine military had managed to overrun an Abu Sayyaf camp atop a 900m hill, where the group had been holding 27 Filipino hostages. "We believe the abductors have taken some of the captives into a 200m-long tunnel which was dug by the Japanese army during World War Two," he said. He said the military was guarding all known entrances to the tunnel.  http://thestar-malaysia.com/online/newsreport.asp?file=/2000/5/1/nation/0103pkac.asp&newspage=nation
Mon 5/1/00 – Military Ops vs ASG on Basilan

ZAMBOANGA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Philippine Army Southern Command chief Lt. Gen. Diomedio Villanueva declared on Monday that the Muslim extremist group Abu Sayyaf in Basilan has already been "neutralized" and is no longer capable of resisting military offensives. However, the military failed to find the 27 hostages at the rebel camp it overran in Puno Mahadji. Villanueva said the focus of military operations now is to locate and rescue the hostages who were abducted from two Basilan schools last March 20. The military is scouring the two-kilometer radius around the camp to look for the hostages. Villanueva admitted it will be difficult to prevent the Abu Sayyaf rebels from eluding the military, since government troops are finding it difficult to seal off the rebel camp's wide and rough terrain. Meanwhile, Armed Forces vice chief Lt. Gen. Jose Calimlim said elite Army Scout Rangers have discovered a 200-meter-wide tunnel that may be a possible Abu Sayyaf hideout. The rebels are believed to have fled into the tunnel after the Army captured their lair, Camp Abdurajak, in Sumisip, Basilan. Officials believe that Abu Sayyaf leader Khadaffy Janjalani and spokesperson Abu Sabaya are likewise trapped inside the tunnel but may launch a final retaliatory move. Military troops are reportedly hesitant to launch an assault on the tunnel, for fear the hostages might get caught in the ensuing crossfire. Instead, trained dogs will be used to sniff out the exact location of the rebel group. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/provincial/20000502013
Mon 5/1/00 – Western Hostage on Jolo

ABU SAYYAF HOSTAGES (Reuters) - Seven foreign tourists, part of a group of 21 hostages held by Muslim guerrillas, sit in a hut at a secret location in Jolo. The hostages were taken to Jolo after Muslim fundamentalist Abu Sayyaf rebels, seized them on April 23 on the Malaysian resort island of Sipadan. The hostages seen in this exclusive April 29 photo are (from left) Marc Walleri, Renate Juta, and Werner Gunter Kort, all from Germany; Juhani Franti Seppo and Mirco Jahanen Risto, from Finland; and Carel and Monique Strydom, from South Africa.  http://www.mb.com.ph/frntpage.asp
Tue 5/2/00 – ASG threatening to behead two of their 21 hostages

Muslim extremists stepped up their pressure on the Philippine government Tuesday, threatening to behead two of their 21 hostages kidnapped nine days ago from a Malaysian dive resort unless the military withdraws troops encircling the area. Later in the day, about 100 Abu Sayyaf rebels tried to break through the military cordon and clashed with troops, injuring at least five soldiers, military officials said. There was no immediate word of casualties among the rebels, who apparently retreated. In announcing the rebel threat, Abu Escobar said the troops were so close that the kidnappers could see them. If the government does not pull back the soldiers, "we will surprise them," he told local radio station DXRZ. "Maybe two heads for tomorrow." The rebels kidnapped the hostages, including 10 foreign tourists, April 23 from a Malaysian diving resort. The extremists brought them to Jolo Island in the Philippines, about one hour away by boat. 

Other Abu Sayyaf rebels holding a separate group of 27 hostages on neighboring Basilan Island claimed two weeks ago to have beheaded two of their 27 Filipino captives. That triggered a military assault that so far has failed to find the hostages. Nur Misuari, the government's negotiator, said the military told him Tuesday that the encirclement in Jolo would stay "as is." He said the rebels have refused to begin formal negotiations if the troops are not removed. His remarks came after the hostages appealed to the Philippine government to pull back the troops. The kidnappers "can't get much food, much water because the camp is surrounded by the Philippine army and so they can't get anything for us," Stephane Loisy, a hostage from France, told journalists. "We eat only rice, and the only water we have is the water from rain." The 10 foreign hostages being held in a bamboo hut wrote letters to their embassies asking officials to pressure the Philippine government to speed up negotiations and stop military operations. "We are in a very serious situation. I would like to make that clear," said German hostage Werner Wallert. "We are risking our lives here, and if the Philippine government should try to march in and find a military solution, there will be bloodshed, nothing else." Several journalists who accompanied a doctor to the hide-out Monday were able to interview the hostages, who complained of food shortages, fevers and infections. The doctor later said most of the hostages appeared exhausted and dehydrated, and that two should be hospitalized. On Basilan, the military admitted Tuesday it was unable to find the 27 hostages after overrunning the main Abu Sayyaf stronghold.  The two kidnappings, the worst in the Philippines in years, were apparently not coordinated, officials say. The Abu Sayyaf is the smaller of two groups fighting for a separate Islamic state in the impoverished Mindanao region of the southern Philippines. Troops also battled rebels Tuesday from the larger Moro Islamic Liberation Front, which occupied a major road in central Mindanao. 

http://www.foxnews.com/world/050200/philippines.sml
Tue 5/2/00 – ASG/AFP Firefight on Jolo

Fighting erupted on Tuesday between government forces and Islamic rebels holding 21 hostages in a guerrilla lair in the southern Philippines, and officials said one soldier was killed and seven were wounded. They said the fundamentalist Abu Sayyaf guerrillas suffered an undetermined number of casualties in the hour-long battle during which artillery shells fell in an area where rebel leaders were meeting. The fighting occurred 300 yards from where the hostages were being kept on Jolo island, chief government negotiator Nur Misuari told reporters in nearby Zamboanga city. There was no solid word on the condition of the hostages but provincial governor Abdusakur Tan told Reuters: ``I am certain they are safe because the fighting has died down.'' Police said firing continued to be heard in the area until Tuesday evening but officials said this involved isolated shots. Misuari, a former rebel himself, said he was assessing the situation before sending his emissaries back to resume talks with the guerrillas. ``They're in a fighting mood, in a killer's mood so it's very dangerous but...we will see how we can penetrate,'' he added. The hostages -- 10 Malaysians, three Germans, two French nationals, two South Africans, two Finns, one Lebanese and a Filipina -- have been held on Jolo since they were kidnapped from a Malaysian dive resort nine days ago, on Easter Sunday. Jolo, 960 km (600 miles) south of Manila, is a stronghold of the Abu Sayyaf, one of two groups fighting for an Islamic state in the mostly Catholic country.  http://www.nytimes.com/reuters/international/international-philipp.html
Wed 5/3/00 – Four Hostages killed in Skirmish on Basilan

BASILAN, (ABS-CBN) - Four of the Abu Sayyaf's 27 hostages in Basilan were killed amid a skirmish with rescuing military troops on Wednesday afternoon in Lantawan town. Among the dead were Claretian priest Fr. Ruel Gallardo, who was supervisor of the Tumahubong National High School. The remaining 23 hostages, most of them children, were rescued as the hostage-takers fled, although four other hostages were caught in the crossfire and are now in hospital and in critical condition. Lantawan is next to Sumisip town where the Abu Sayyaf's major stronghold, Camp Abdurrazzak, is located. The camp was earlier overrun by advancing government troops in offensives that began last April 19. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/NewsFlash.NSF/BRundown/20000504018
Wed 5/3/00 – 13 Hostages Rescued on Basilan

BASILAN, (ABS-CBN) -- Thirteen Abu Sayyaf child hostages were rescued by government troops on Wednesday afternoon in Lantawan town, this province. Armed Forces chief-of-staff Angelo Reyes said the children were spotted in Lantawan, the town near Sumisip which was the site of the Abu Sayyaf's major stronghold, Camp Abdurajak. The camp was overran by advancing government troops in military offensives that began last April 19. The children were among the 27 hostages dragged by the Abu Sayyaf with them as they escaped. Reyes added that Army troops are still looking for the rest of the hostages   

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/NewsFlash.NSF/BRundown/20000504016
Thu 5/4/00 – Hostage Priest executed on Basilan

Authorities in the Philippines say Islamist rebels on the southern island of Basilan executed a priest during a clash with government troops on Wednesday. Father Ruel Gallardo was among 29 hostages - mostly children - being held by the rebels on the island. 15 were freed on Wednesday after the gunfight at a river crossing. Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado said the priest had been bound head and foot, and had died from a bullet to the head. The BBC correspondent in Manila says it is the first confirmed case of an execution by the kidnappers from the Abu Sayyaf group, who are also holding another group of hostages, including foreign tourists, on the nearby island of Jolo. Ten of the hostages on Basilan are still missing. Mr Mercado said he had no reports of any casualties among the hostages on Jolo island, where troops also clashed with the rebels on Wednesday. He said the hostages had been divided into five groups, but none had been moved far from the bamboo hut they were taken to after their abduction from the Malaysian resort island of Sipadan 11 days ago. The empty hut was seized by troops on Wednesday, after an exchange of fire, which apparently occurred as the hostages were being moved. Mr Mercado said the area was sealed off, to prevent rebels leaving, or receiving reinforcements. Our correspondent says it is highly unlikely that the hostages, many of whom are sick, have access to sufficient food, clean water, or medicine. Philippines officials described the operation to free the hostages on Basilan as a success, despite the death of four of the hostages, and 11 soldiers who took part. Five of the rescued hostages were injured, one seriously. They said they had been taken from the main Abu Sayyaf camp on Saturday, and forced to walk each night through the forests. Abu Sayyaf is the smaller of two groups fighting for a separate Islamic state in the impoverished Mindanao region of the southern Philippines, where most of the five million Muslims in this overwhelmingly Catholic country live. It has threatened to behead its hostages if its demands - which include a large ransom - are not met. The group's claim to have beheaded two teachers last month triggered the government attack on its Basilan base.  http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_735000/735770.stm
Thu 5/4/00 – Released Basilan Captives recount ASG Torture 

BASILAN, (ABS-CBN) - Besides recuperating from injuries they sustained in the hostage drama, the rescued captives of the Abu Sayyaf in this province will also have to bear with psychological and emotional wounds. In interviews conducted by ABS-CBN, the child captives recounted how they saw Claretian priest Fr. Roel Gallardo being beaten up almost everyday by Abu Sayyaf members. His toenails were also removed one by one during captivity, they said. The adult female hostages, on the other hand, were slapped each time they refused to answer their captors' questions. After more than a month of captivity, 15 Abu Sayyaf hostages were rescued on Wednesday by the military. Five of the captives, three children and two schoolteachers, were wounded in the operations. Eight remaining captives, however, were taken by fleeing Abu Sayyaf rebels to a yet unknown location. The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) revealed Thursday that the Abu Sayyaf shot and killed four of its adult hostages as the rebels tried to escape Wednesday's rescue operations in Barangay Kumalaran, in this province's capital, Isabela. In an interview on DZMM, Southern Command chief Maj. Gen. Diomedio Villanueva confirmed the fatalities, namely Claretian priest Fr. Roel Gallardo, and schoolteachers Ruben Democrito, Annabel Mendoza, and Editha Lumam. He said they were shot with armalite rifles by fleeing Abu Sayyaf rebels. The bodies of Gallardo and Democrito were found handcuffed. The four civilian fatalities were all riddled with bullets in the back. "Fr. Gallardo's hands were tied. Armalites were surely used to kill the hostages." An Associated Press (AP) report earlier stated that a priest, Fr. Martin Jumoad, who was one of the first to see the dead hostages, said the captives had also been hacked on the arms and in other parts of their bodies. The latest medico-legal findings support Jumaod's claim. Villanueva also said four bodies of Abu Sayyaf rebels were found at the site of the rescue operations. He added that he has yet to confirm if Abu Sayyaf spokesperson Abu Sabaya is among the dead.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/provincial/20000505007
Thu 5/4/00 – Sulu Hostages Separated into 5 groups

QUEZON CITY (ABS-CBN) - The 21 hostages of the Muslim terrorist group Abu Sayyaf in Sulu have been separated by their captors into five groups, in an attempt to elude military troops, Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado confirmed on Thursday. Four hostages were put in the custody of one Dr. Abu; another four under Saajid Hayudini; five under Radullan Sahiron; four under Galib Andang alias Commander Robot, and another four under Mujib Susukan. Mercado also confirmed the hostages are still within the vicinity of Barangay Bandang in Talipao town and are being guarded by 150 Abu Sayyaf members. "Some of them were moved about 500 meters away from their original location, while the others about one kilometer," Mercado said. He likewise clarified that Commander Susukan, who was reported killed in a shootout Wednesday, is still alive and only suffered minor gunshot wounds in the leg. An earlier report stated that Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) military integrees killed Susukan who was supposedly running after two hostages who tried to escape. Mercado reiterated that reports of the supposed deaths of two foreign captives are unfounded. 

The Defense secretary insisted that the military has not conducted any "operation" against the Abu Sayyaf, besides cordoning off the coastal areas of Sulu to keep the kidnappers from escaping. "Last night they attempted to break through (the military cordon) but they retreated when they were fired at. There is no truth to reports of a military rescue operation for the hostages. (The Abu Sayyaf) claimed that two foreign hostages were killed, but Sulu governor Abdusakur Tan and our military operative refuted the story." 

However, another Abu Sayyaf commander identified as Turab, claimed on Thursday that two foreigners held hostage by the Abu Sayaf have died. He said a female hostage died of a heart attack, while a male hostage died from a gunshot wound. He also belied military reports that Susukan was killed. 

Malacañang continued to reject the demand of the Abu Sayyaf to involve the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) and the United Nations in hostage release negotiations. Among the hostages are French, German, South African, Finnish, Lebanese, Malaysian, and Filipino nationals. "Bringing the matter to the OIC or the UN will only internationalize the event and that is precisely what the Abu Sayyaf wants. From the very beginning, all they want is publicity and all kind of exposure they will be getting is already an achievement on their part," said Press undersecretary Mike Toledo. 

Meanwhile, a 12-man delegation from Malaysia proceeded to Zamboanga on Thursday, despite the advice of Secretary Siazon. They met with Autonomous Region for Muslim Mindanao governor Nur Misuari, the Philippine government's chief negotiator, to assess the hostage crisis. The Malaysian contingent brought medical supplies for the foreign hostages. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/national/20000505009
Fri 5/5/00 – Jolo Hostages Held in Single Location 

Jolo: All 21 hostages, including 10 foreign tourists, kidnapped by Muslim rebels from a diving resort are alive and being held in a single location outside a military encirclement, sources close to the negotiators said yesterday. Several emissaries sent by negotiators trying to free the hostages were able to visit the Abu Sayyaf kidnappers at their hideout on Thursday, the sources said. All 21 hostages were in the same house as the kidnappers, the sources said. The emissaries' account contradicted earlier reports that the hostages had been divided into different groups and that some had either died during a clash with the military or had escaped. On Thursday, the Defence Secretary, Mr Orlando Mercado, said the hostages were being held at five locations. Contacts between the kidnappers and the negotiators were cut earlier this week by military operations in the area. Hundreds of troops and police formed a cordon around the area where the hostages were believed to be held, and a series of clashes erupted on Tuesday and Wednesday as the rebels tried to escape. The emissaries' report is the first indicating that the kidnappers may have been able to break through the military encirclement. On Wednesday, troops seized the simple bamboo hut where the hostages had been held, but found no-one inside. No bloodstains or bullet holes were evident. On the nearby island of Basilan, troops continued to search for Abu Sayyaf rebels who are believed to be still holding several people from a separate group of 27 Filipino hostages seized nearly seven weeks ago. Fifteen of the hostages were rescued by troops on Wednesday, but four, including a Roman Catholic priest, were killed.

http://www.smh.com.au/news/0005/06/world/world04.html
Fri 5/5/00 – ASG Hideout Pinpointed

JOLO, Sulu--After pinpointing the new hideout of Abu Sayyaf gunmen holding 21 hostages, the military closed in on the area yesterday but ruled out an immediate rescue operation, military officials said. Military sources said the rebels were holding the two Filipino and 19 foreign hostages in a cluster of houses in the large town of Talipao, which is mostly made up of coconut plantations. A border scout said he spotted some of the hostages and their abductors outside five huts along a stream in Lumping village at the foot of Mt. Dao in Talipao. They had been moved seven kilometers from a previous Abu Sayyaf hideout in Bandang. ''I saw some white people but I did not know how many,'' Hadji Asjada Abdu, local militia unit chief, told Agence France Presse. ''The place is near a stream and about two hours walk. It is one of the hardest to reach because of the treacherous, forested, steep terrain and you need to pass through deep creeks from where you can see advancing troops,'' he said. 

Abdu, a 56-year-old former guerrilla of the Moro National Liberation Front, said first he saw the hostages on Wednesday and they had been there as late as this afternoon. He pinpointed the exact location of the hostages to the military. He did not provide details regarding the condition of the hostages or the abductors, some of whom were believed wounded in fighting with government troops. 

Several emissaries sent by negotiators attempting to free the hostages were able to visit the Abu Sayyaf kidnappers at their hideout on Thursday, sources told the Associated Press. The sources, who are close to the negotiators, said all 21 hostages were being held in one house outside a military encirclement. If true, the emissaries' report is the first indicating that the kidnappers may have been able to break through the military cordon. Sulu Gov. Abdusakur Tan said the hostages ''are intact, in the same area.'' 

Some 2,000 troopers, including members of the former Moro National Liberation Front, have spread around the hills of Jolo to cut off escape routes. ''Government forces are near the hideouts where the captives are being kept,'' said Sulu police chief Candido Casimiro. ''We are closing in on the area,'' he said. ''The move is not aimed at a rescue operation'' but largely to keep away any reinforcement effort by the Abu Sayyaf, he said. 

The rebels split their hostages into small groups and tried repeatedly on Thursday to break through the encircling troops, officials said. Southern Command spokesman Hilario Atendido said there had been no new attempts to get out yesterday. Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado said on Thursday that the Abu Sayyaf gunmen had split the hostages into five groups. Casimiro said the five units of Muslim extremists were close together. 

One of the kidnappers' spokesmen, Abu Escobar, yesterday renewed a rebel threat to execute two of the captives. ''They (rebel leaders) are assessing the situation but if the fighting in Basilan continues, we might even invite the media to witness the actuality (of the execution),'' he said, referring to an ongoing military operation against another Abu Sayyaf group still holding eight to 12 Filipino hostages. He repeated the threat in an interview with radio station dxRZ. The rebels first made the threat to execute two of the Jolo hostages on Tuesday after the military surrounded their lair. Last month, the Abu Sayyaf in Basilan claimed to have beheaded two male hostages there, a claim which turned out to be false. 

The Jolo hostages, who were abducted from a Malaysian dive resort on April 23, include tourists from Germany, France, South Africa, Finland and Lebanon as well as resort workers from the Philippines and Malaysia. 

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/may2000/may06/news/news_3.htm
Fri 5/5/00 – Hostages Moved to New Hideout

JOLO, Sulu -- Abu Sayyaf members managed to break through a tight military encirclement here and have moved their 21 hostages to another location, senior security officials said yesterday. A combined military and police force has inched closer to the new hideout but ruled out an immediate rescue operation. Sources close to government negotiators also said all 21 hostages are alive. "Government forces are near the hideouts where the captives are being kept," said Sulu police director Col. Candido Casimiro. "We are closing in on the area." 

He added that "the move is not aimed at a rescue operation" but largely to keep away any reinforcement effort by the Abu Sayyaf.

Nine Malaysians, a German family of three, two French nationals, two Finnish men, a South African couple and a Lebanese woman, along with two Filipinos, were abducted from the Malaysian island resort of Sipadan off Borneo on Easter Sunday. The hostages were turned over to the Abu Sayyaf in Jolo.

Col. Ernesto de Guzman, chief of staff of the AFP Southern Command (Southcom), said soldiers, including members of the former Muslim rebel group Moro National Liberation Front, had cordoned off suspected lairs of the Abu Sayyaf.

Military sources said the rebels were holding the hostages in a cluster of houses in the large town of Talipao comprising mostly coconut plantations. "Before, they were in the center of Bandang village (in Talipao town), but now they have moved to the fringes and possibly assimilated with villagers who are sympathizers of the rebels," a source said.

A border scout said he spotted some of the 21 hostages and their abductors in a remote village. Hadji Asda Abdu, a local militia unit chief, told Agence France Press that he saw the hostages outside five huts along a stream in Lumping village. The village is at the foot of Mt. Dao in Talipao. They had been moved seven kilometers from a previous hideout in Bandang. "I saw some white people but I did not know how many," said Abdu, a 56-year-old former MNLF guerrillas. Abdu pinpointed the exact location of the hostages to the military, which is closing in on the extremists. 

http://www.philstar.com/
Mon 5/8/00 – Bank Teller Released after 3 month captivity

JOLO, Sulu -- Haggard but free, 26-year-old Patrick Viray says Moro guerrillas wished him good luck before dumping him on a highway after three months in captivity. "I was treated well," the unshaven Allied Bank teller said yesterday, a day after Abu Sayyaf (Father of the Sword) rebels abruptly freed him here. For part of the time, Viray was kept in a jungle hideout with 21 hostages -- nine Malaysians, three Germans, two French, two South Africans, two Finns, two Filipinos and one Lebanese -- seized two weeks ago at a Malaysian diving resort. "They are OK, although the old woman is a bit sickly," said Viray, thin but showing no injuries. He was apparently referring to German Renate Wallert, one of six female hostages among the 21. Wallert, from Gottingen city in northern Germany, was abducted with her husband Werner and son Marc.

Wrenching television footage last Sunday showed Renate Wallert on a makeshift stretcher as mortar shells exploded nearby. Other hostages, looking exhausted and frightened, gathered around her, lifted her head and made her drink out of a plastic bottle. Lebanese hostage Marie Moarbes said the woman was in urgent need of medical care. "The urgent thing now is to get the Red Cross and to get her out of here, because she's had at least three strokes in four days and nobody here is a doctor, nobody here can care for her and she's in a very critical situation," Moarbes said in the television footage.

'Not only after money'

Wearing shorts, a t-shirt and slippers, Viray offered no criticism of his Abu Sayyaf captors who left him on a highway last Sunday. He took a small bus to reach his home in Jolo town, 20 kilometers away. Viray's wife, Pinky, said he was released after payment for "board and lodging," a local euphemism for ransom, but she did not specify the amount. Military intelligence sources said Viray's family paid P200,000. The extremist group earlier had demanded a P2-million ransom. Abu Sayyaf rebels, led by Commander Robot, snatched him during a cycling holiday with friends in Jolo last Feb. 5. He is the president of the Jolo Cycling Association.

The Abu Sayyaf rebels holding the 21 hostages have not spelled out their demands, but hostages' relatives have said they were seeking ransom. "They are not only after money," Viray said. "They are fighting for something. They have a cause." The Abu Sayyaf is one of two groups fighting to carve an independent Muslim state in Mindanao. They have a reputation as a hardened militia.

Last March, Abu Sayyaf rebels captured 29 hostages, mostly school children, on Basilan island near Jolo where the 21 other victims are held. Fifteen of the Basilan hostages were rescued but four were killed during a military operation, and two others were beheaded. One woman's breasts were cut off. Eight hostages are still being held. 

Newspapers said Abu Sayyaf guerrillas beheaded two Army soldiers killed in a clash on Sunday and gouged out the eyes of two others.

http://www.philstar.com/
Mon 5/8/00 – ASG Mutilated AFP Soldiers during Ambush on Basilan

ZAMBOANGA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Dead soldiers mutilated by the Abu Sayyaf were among the 13 military fatalities in a Sunday morning raid in Sitio Pampangan, Barangay Canibungan, Lantawan, Basilan. The eyeballs of two soldiers were reportedly plucked out, while another two soldiers were reportedly beheaded. The mutilated soldiers were identified as members of the Philippine Army's 32nd Special Forces Company. Despite the setback, Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) public affairs chief Col. Jaime Canatoy said the military has intensified its operations not only to rescue the Abu Sayyaf's remaining hostages but to finish off the terrorist group. Despite being outnumbered, four other soldiers survived. The ambush-slay took place just hours before President Estrada arrived in this city to assess the problems hounding Mindanao.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/provincial/20000509042
Tue 5/9/00 – MNLF aid ASG in evasive Hostage Movement

Former Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) rebels who are now soldiers have allowed Muslim extremists to drive through a military cordon in Jolo, Sulu with all 21 mostly foreign hostages, a senior police official said yesterday. The Abu Sayyaf gunmen moved on Monday night from a mountain hideout in Talipao town to the village of Panzol about 20 kilometers away in Patikul town, said the official, who asked not to be named. The abductors put their hostages on board 16 mini jeeps before 9 p.m. Monday and drove away, the police official said. It was believed they used mountain paths unmanned by the military which had put up checkpoints in key areas around the extremists' hideout, the official added. They could have obtained the jeeps through "civilian" contacts, he said. A military statement earlier yesterday said some of the extremists had slipped through the cordon with three Caucasian hostages on Sunday night. 

Details of the breakout were released as the new government negotiator headed for the Abu Sayyaf's jungle camp and special European envoy Javier Solana arrived in Manila to try and end the 16-day hostage crisis. The cordon around the Abu Sayyaf was mostly manned by former Muslim guerrillas reinforcing government forces in Jolo. But the members of the now mainstream Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) "did not take appropriate actions or put up resistance against the Abu Sayyaf, allowing the latter to escape from the cordon/dragnet put up by the government forces," a government report said. A report on the Sunday breakout was sent to the Armed Forces chief Gen. Jose Reyes on Monday night, the military statement said without explaining the delayed dispatch. The hostages include nationals from Germany, France, Finland, South Africa, Lebanon, Malaysia and the Philippines who were snatched from a Malaysian dive resort on April 23.

http://www.philstar.com/
Thu 5/11/00 - Two Hostages Tortured-Decapitated on Basilan

ZAMBOANGA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - The two hostages decapitated by the Muslim extremist group Abu Sayyaf in Puno Mahajid, Sumisip, Basilan were found to have been tortured first. Soldiers recovered the headless corpses of two male public school teachers, Dante Uban and Nelson Enriquez, last Saturday in a shallow grave near the Abu Sayyaf stronghold Camp Abdurrazzak. The bodies were hog-tied and bore clear signs of torture. The bodies were finally brought Thursday afternoon to a Basilan funeral parlor. Authorities believe the bodies belong to the two hostages the terrorist group claimed to have beheaded last April 19 as a "birthday gift" to President Estrada. According to funeral parlor personnel who attended to the mutilated victims, the Abu Sayyaf apparently used a sharp-edged bolo for the beheading. 

The Muslim extremist group in Basilan has gone into hiding still with eight hostages in its clutches. It fled during military rescue operations for a total of 27 hostages being held in Barangay Kumalarang last week. Fifteen were rescued, but four were shot dead by the rebels. The fatalities included Claretian priest Fr. Rhoel Gallardo and three schoolteachers - Ruben Democrito, Annabel Mendoza, and Editha Lumam - who all bore signs of torture. The rescued child captives told the media how they saw their captors inflict pain upon the adult hostages. Gallardo, in particular, was beaten daily and his toenails were removed, while the women were repeatedly slapped. Lumam's breasts were sliced off. 

The Abu Sayyaf's inhuman treatment was also seen on dead soldiers recently recovered from Lantawan town last Sunday. The eyeballs of two soldiers were reportedly plucked out, while another two soldiers were beheaded.

Military rescue operations continue in Barangay Bulal, Lantawan. Soldiers enraged by the barbarous treatment of their fallen comrades vowed to finish off all Abu Sayyaf terrorists in Basilan. As of 6 p.m., Thursday, military troops have already surrounded the suspected lair of the Abu Sayyaf in Lantawan. Colonel Saulito Arumin, 103rd Brigade commander, said the town's coastline has been cleared of motorboats to prevent the Muslim extremists from fleeing toward Jolo where counterparts are holding 21 other hostages, mostly foreigners. Meanwhile, the Basilan provincial local government has relayed reports from Lantawan residents that seven child hostages have been spotted with the Abu Sayyaf rebels. Two other public school teachers - Erlinda Manuel and Teresita Academia - supposed to have been among the hostages are still missing. A press statement from Basilan bishop Romulo dela Cruz identified the children as Billy James Lariosa, 9; Ian Ray Lucio, 10; Reylios Pia, 12; Jul Padrique, 8; Hazel Faithe dela Torre, 12; Josel Jane dela Torre, 9; and Ryan Laputan, 9. Basilan governor Wahab Akbar, a former rebel himself, is offering a bounty on the head of each Abu Sayyaf rebel captured dead or alive.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/provincial/20000512008
Thu 5/11/00 – ASG Demands “Reimbursement”

JOLO, Sulu ​— Muslim rebels are expected to demand reimbursement for their costs in grabbing and holding 21 western and Asian hostages being kept in a pen in the jungle, a negotiator said yesterday. The Abu Sayyaf rebels have not specified a figure for expenses such as food and security, but the negotiator said the two sides might agree on P50,000 to P70,000 ($1,200 to $1,700) per hostage. The government has a policy of not paying ransoms to kidnappers, but often sidesteps it by giving money for “food and lodging.”  

http://www.manilatimes.net/2000/may/12/top_stories/20000512top3.html
Thu 5/11/00 – DND Hires International Anti-Terrorism Experts

THE Department of National Defense (DND) has hired international anti-terrorism experts from France, Finland and Germany to speed up the release of 21 hostages held in Sulu by the Abu Sayyaf and eight Filipino hostages still held by the group’s Basilan team. Ranking Armed Forces and Defense department sources, however, said the foreign experts’ duties will be limited to “advice” during negotiations for the safe release of hostages in Talipao, who are now into their second week of captivity. 

While the Estrada administration had earlier rejected any foreign role in the hostage negotiations, it was former Libyan Ambassador Abdul Rajab Azzarouq and not Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) Gov. Nur Misuari, who scored a breakthrough in talks with the Abu Sayyaf. Diplomats have noted the irony of a surprise hero’s role for Libya, which is still considered by the United States as a terrorist state.  But Defense Department sources said Azzarouq’s presence was due to his “strong ties” with some Abu Sayyaf leaders and his role in brokering the freedom of four foreigners previously kidnapped by the rebels—Belgian Roman Catholic missionary Luciano Beneditti in 1998, American linguist Charles Walton 1993 and two Spanish Catholic nuns also in 1998. Presidential Flagship Adviser Roberto Aventajado also described the former envoy as an “effective and experienced” negotiator. Malacañang said Azzarouq was working “in a private capacity.” Aventajado, however,  told reporters Libya was also interested in being seen as “a responsible member of the (world) community.” “They find it un-Islamic and barbaric since this has already called international attention and they feel that the whole Muslim community is being embarrassed with what is happening,” the presidential adviser said.

http://www.manilatimes.net/2000/may/12/top_stories/20000512top4.html
Mon 5/15/00 – Basilan Hostages Split into 3 Groups

MANILA, (ABS-CBN) - The nine Filipino hostages being held by Muslim extremist Abu Sayyaf rebels in Basilan have been split into three groups, the military said on Monday. In a news briefing, Armed Forces spokesperson Col. Rafael Romero said the rebels together with their hostages were seen fleeing toward Lamitan town. "They are on the run and they have split their hostages into three to facilitate their movements," Romero said. Romero estimated that from 45 to 50 rebels including their leaders Khaddafy Janjalani and Abu Sabaya were with the hostages. Seven of the hostages are students and two are teachers who were kidnapped with about 40 others from two Basilan schools last March 20. A military rescue operation earlier this month rescued 15 hostages, while four others were killed in the crossfire. Two were later found beheaded and buried in shallow graves. The rest were much earlier released in a hostage swap for Janjalani's kin, some of whom are still being held by a Christian vigilante group. Romero said field reports indicate that the nine hostages still in captivity are "tired, in shock and have been seen crying". Since launching rescue operations last April 22, a total of 25 soldiers have been killed while over 70 others have been wounded in various encounters with the rebels. President Estrada has given government negotiators the go-signal to talk with the Abu Sayyaf.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/national/20000516003
Wed 5/17/00 - $2 Million Asked for Ill German Hostage

Muslim rebels holding 21 hostages in the Philippines are said to have demanded a ransom of $2m to free one of them - a German woman who is unwell. Philippines Foreign Secretary Domingo Siazon announced the details during a visit to Beijing. "The initial price was $1m for the German woman and then it became $2m, but we have asked them for a package deal for all 21 hostages," Mr Siazon was quoted as saying by the French news agency AFP. The guerrillas had earlier agreed to make German tourist Renate Wallert's release the first topic of negotiations. She is said to be suffering from hypertension. Reporters who reached the kidnappers' camp said she appeared to be barely able to walk. Abu Escobar, a spokesman for the Abu Sayyaf guerrillas, had earlier said Mrs Wallert's speedy release would depend on the government meeting certain conditions. Formal negotiations with the kidnappers were due to begin on Wednesday, when chief negotiator Robert Aventajado said he wanted a written list of demands, to end the confusion over exactly what the rebels wanted. Mr Aventajado warned there could be months of tough bargaining ahead. He is the third person to take the role of chief negotiator during the three-week crisis. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_751000/751841.stm
Wed 5/17/00 – ASG Assault in Lantawan

BASILAN, (ABS-CBN) - Emboldened by its reported tactical alliance with the Moro Islamic Liberation Front, the Abu Sayyaf rebels launched twin assaults in Lantawan municipality claiming the lives of at least two members of the government force. The military force in the province were caught off guard as some 70 Muslim rebels of the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) launched the assaults Wednesday morning in Lantawan, where the extremist group is still holding nine hostages. On Tuesday, about 500 Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) guerrillas also invaded three areas in Lamitan town. The MILF is the larger Muslim rebel group fighting for an independent Islamic state. The other group is the Abu Sayyaf, which is known to be smaller but more radical. The two groups have reportedly forged a tactical alliance to confront the authorities. Just like the MILF's operation in Lamitan, the 70 Muslim extremist rebels divided themselves into two groups as they launched simultaneous attacks on two detachments of the 5th Infantry Battalion (IB), just two kilometers apart. Reports from the Armed Forces, Southern Command (Southcom) revealed the platoon of soldiers were harassed by the Abu Sayyaf rebels. 5th IB Alpha commander Lt. Col. Pedro Sinamon told ABS-CBN's News 23 that the rebels retreated after an almost two hours of firefight, but not without setting ablaze the house of a former Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) leader identified as Commander Mubarak. He is reportedly a government supporter. Soldiers also discovered the body of Sgt. Freddie Santos inside Mubarak's house bearing multiple gunshot wounds in the head. The MNLF, formerly the largest Muslim separatist group, returned to the folds of the law as its leaders signed a peace pact with the government in 1996. Southcom reports also disclosed that a member of the Civilian Armed Forces Geographical Unit (CAFGU) died in the clash. However, field reports from the province revealed more have been killed in the firefight. Elements of the 34th and 44th infantry battalions were dispatched to reinforce the small number of troopers stationed at Lantawan. In the already war-torn town, the military have been conducting pursuit operations against the Abu Sayyaf to rescue its nine remaining hostages, seven of whom are children.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/provincial/20000518015
Thu 5/18/00 – Blasts Kill 5 in Jolo

At least five people have been killed and more than 70 injured in bomb blasts in the southern Philippines near where Muslim rebels are holding 21 hostages. Three grenades exploded in a crowded market on Jolo island, killing at least three people and injuring about 40 others, police and witnesses said. At about the same time, a bomb went off in a bakery opposite a police station in Zamboanga City on neighbouring Mindanao Island. One woman was killed and at least 30 others injured, police said. The devices exploded at around 1530 (0730GMT) but police could not say if they were connected. It was not immediately known if the blasts were related to a surge in Islamic militancy in the south of the predominantly Catholic country. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_753000/753282.stm
Thu 5/18/00 – Grenade Attacks in Jolo

Jolo, Sulu — Five people died and 56 others injured in separate bombing incidents in this town and Zamboanga City. Unidentified men lobbed three grenades into a crowded public market in Jolo, killing two persons on the spot. Police said two others, including a 13-year-old boy, were declared dead on arrival at the Jolo General Hospital. Thirty-six people were injured, including a policeman, in the simultaneous explosions 3:20 p.m. A bomb also exploded in a bakeshop fronting an abandoned police station in Zamboanga City, killing a woman and injuring 20 others. The explosion gouged a one-meter hole in the wall of the bakeshop. Police officials, quoting doctors at the Jolo Hospital, said several of the injured were battling for their lives. Many suffered head wounds. Jolo police chief Muham​mad Alamia quoted witnesses as saying that three men threw the grenades from the second floor of the market. Two of the grenades exploded in a rice stall and the third in a crowded alley, he said. The incident increased tension in province, where Abu Sayyaf extremist rebels are holding 21 Asian and Western hostages in the mountains of Patikul. 

http://www.manilatimes.net/2000/may/19/top_stories/20000519top2.html
Fri 5/19/00 – ASG Planning Metro Manila Bombings 

QUEZON CITY, (ABS-CBN) - An intelligence report alleges that about 15 Abu Sayyaf rebels were ordered to sow terror in Metro Manila. The leaders of this group were identified as Ramon Daimba reportedly the right hand man of Kadhafi Janjalani and three other commanders identified only as Madian, Mon and Yusuf. According to the report this group is staying in different hideouts located at Baranggay Culiat in Quezon City, the Islamic center in Quiapo, Manila and a house rented somewhere in Blumentrit in Kalookan City. The group is using the Islamic centers in the Metro Manila area as their meeting place, and that they are only awaiting the go signal of their leader to carry out the plan. The report comes just days after three explosions rocked Metro Manila. On May 6, a bomb exploded at the skating rink of Rizal Park injuring a sleeping civilian identified as Manuel Bandola. And just four days after a rocket-propelled grenade rocked the PNP headquarters in Camp Crame. Last Thursday, another bomb exploded at the heart of Makati City's financial district injuring at least 13 persons. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/metro/20000520016
Fri 5/19/00 – ASG-AFP Clash on Basilan

At least nine members of the Abu Sayyaf were killed yesterday in a clash with government troops in Basilan province.  The encounter took place in sitio Pampangan between barangays Bawis and Canibungan in the town of Lantawan, Basilan. Four bodies were recovered. Three of the bodies were identified by Basilan Gov. Ustadz Wahab M. Akbar as those of Basir Ahmad alias Commander Cobra, Ali Malabon, and Maktar Asali. No casualty was reported on the side of government forces. The slain Abu Sayyaf members were believed to be responsible for the attack on the 15th Infantry Battalion in barangay Matiking, Lantawan, Wednesday. Field reports said that as a result of the heavy casualty on its side, the Abu Sayyaf is recruiting members to bolster its forces.   

http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-05/MN052003.asp
Fri 5/19/00 - ASG-AFP Clash on Basilan
ZAMBOANGA CITY--Abu Sayyaf rebels ambushed pursuing Army troops in Lantawan, Basilan Thursday, killing four soldiers and taking another young boy hostage. Police said the rebels snatched the 16-year-old son of a slain Army soldier after overrunning an Army detachment in the town Wednesday, becoming the 10th hostage still in the hands of retreating Abu Sayyaf abductors. 

Twenty-four other soldiers were wounded in the encounter Thursday with Abu Sayyaf rebels in Barangay Baongis in Lantawan. Supt. Angelito Casimiro, chief of the Presidential Anti-Organized Crime Task Force (PAOCTF) here, said the Army soldiers were conducting operations to rescue the Abu Sayyaf's nine remaining Filipino hostages, when ambushed at around 8:30 a.m. Thursday. 

He said bodies of four slain rebels were also recovered. 

The Abu Sayyaf is still holding two teachers and seven children, remnants of the group of 31 persons snatched by the rebel group on March 20. Sixteen of the hostages had been rescued while six others were killed by the rebels. Two of them were beheaded. Another group of hostages, who are relatives of Abu Sayyaf leader Janjalani, also remains in the hands of a vigilante group led by Abdul Mijal. Mijal, a former Abu Sayyaf member, abducted Janjalani's relatives in retaliation for the March 20 abduction. Two of Mijal's daughters were among those still being held hostage by the Abu Sayyaf. The military could not say where Mijal and his hostages are. http://www.inquirer.net/issues/may2000/may20/news/news_7.htm
Mon 5/22/00 – Bombings in Pasig City 

Three bombs exploded this Sunday at the Cinema 6 of the SM Megamall building at the Ortigas Complex. The bombing killed a man identified as Evan Salumba, 24 years old, while 12 others were injured. Calumba reportedly died from shrapnel wounds to the head. Reports said the bomb was placed just outside the cinema's comfort room which blew a hole into the ceiling. National Capital Region Police Office director Edgardo Aglipay said the explosion occurred around 4:15 pm inside the corner of the female comfort room found at the cinema of the SM building A. Aglipay said the bomb was a home-made device different from the explosives used in the Glorietta mall bombing last Wednesday. Those mainly injured were utility personnel manning the cinema, mainly the theatre's ticketer, snack bar attendant and security guard. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/metro/20000522001
Mon 5/22/00 – Two suspected ASG Bombers Nabbed in Zamboanga City

Two armed men were nabbed Sunday for trying to enter the Mindpro Shopping Center. Suspects who identified themselves as Arnold Tura and Erwin Bueno were nabbed on two separate occasions at the mall's entrance. It was around lunchtime when security guards and alert policemen at the mall stopped Tura for yielding a hand grenade and a .45 caliber pistol. Tura immediately identified himself as a soldier assigned in Basilan but failed to show any identification. Minutes later Bueno was frisked by the guards at the mall's entrance and was also found to be carrying a grenade. Like the first one, Bueno claimed to be a member of the Philippine Army in Basilan. Both claimed the grenade was for their personal protection. Though authorities are still checking the real identities of the two they strongly believe both are Abu Sayyaf men. The two were charged this morning in court with illegal possession of explosives and firearms. The attempt to enter the mall just comes in the wake of an explosion which rocked the SM Megamall in Pasig City in Metro Manila this Sunday afternoon. The explosion killed one and injured 12 others. Last Saturday, a bomb exploded in a refreshment parlor in Midsayap, North Cotabato, while two bombs went off in a bakery in Zamboanga City and a market in Sulu last Thursday. The explosions killed eight people and injured 65 people. Last Wednesday, another bomb rocked the Glorietta mall in Makati City injuring 13 persons. Police authorities have said that terrorist groups are stepping up their activities by exploding the bombs. They said the groups are trying to exploit ongoing hostilities between the government and Muslim rebels in Mindanao. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/provincial/20000522004
Mon 5/22/00 – Two Basilan Hostages Rescued

Government troops rescued yesterday afternoon two of seven children still being held hostage by the extremist Abu Sayyaf in Basilan, a Malacañang statement said yesterday. Brig. Gen. Narciso Abaya, commander of the Army's 1st Infantry Division based in Pagadian City, said Billy James Larrosa, 9, and Rellos Pia, 12, were recovered following an hour-long encounter between soldiers and the bandits in upper Mahayhaya near Lamitan town in Basilan. He said they are now working to ensure the safe release of five more children and two adults still under captivity. They were among the 51 persons abducted by the Abu Sayyaf last March 20. "This is part of our continuing pursuit operations," Abaya said after the two children were recovered, adding there was no casualty on the government's side during the firefight. http://www.philstar.com/
Tue 5/23/00 - Suspected Pakistani Terrorists Intercepted in Manila 

Two Pakistanis with possible links to foreign-based terrorist groups were intercepted yesterday by intelligence agents at the Ninoy Aquino International Airport (NAIA) while attempting to sneak into the country as a legitimate tourists. Sajid Javed, 20, and Hamad Parvaiz, 24, arrived from Japan posing as Malaysian nationals using fake passports. It was actually their second time to enter the county, having earlier arrived in Cebu from Kota Kinabalu. Senior immigration agent Cresencio Ablan said the two then took a domestic flight to Manila on Monday and flew the same day to Japan, where immigration agents there deported them back to their port of origin for using fake Malaysian documents. Javed and Parvaiz arrived in Manila yesterday on board a Japan Airlines flight. The two men, who claimed they went to Cebu to meet somebody, pleaded with immigration officials not to deport them to Malaysia, asking that they instead be sent to Pakistan. They were later turned over to the Intelligence Service of the Armed Forces of the Philippines to determine possible links with terrorist groups. The interception of the two Pakistani nationals was made a day after security units at NAIA Terminals I and II were placed on red alert following the bombings in Metro Manila. 

http://www.philstar.com/
Tue 5/23/00 – Libya offers “scholarship assistance” to ASG

An endowment from a Libyan foundation may end this week the Abu Sayyaf hostage crisis in Mindanao. Chief government negotiator Robert Aventajado said yesterday that a fund from the Gadhafi Foundation will be funneled to the Abu Sayyaf, ostensibly for scholarships and other forms of assistance for the Muslim extremists. Aventajado made the disclosure as Sulu Gov. Abdusakur Tan met with Abu Sayyaf leaders yesterday in a town hall guarded by some 200 policemen to arrange the start of formal talks for the freedom of 21 mostly foreign hostages seized a month ago. "This could be over tomorrow or in two or three days," Tan said, referring to the hostage crisis. "It won't be long now." Aventajado stressed the endowment is not a ransom payment. "It is being offered as a humanitarian gesture," he said. He also said there is a need for former Libyan ambassador Abdul Rajab Azzarouq, who now represents the Gadhafi Foundation, to remain in the negotiating panel and tell the rebels what the foundation could offer. Aventajado also clarified that the donations will not go directly to the Abu Sayyaf but to areas controlled by Muslim extremists. The meeting between Tan and Abu Sayyaf leaders followed an unsuccessful attempt on Monday to start the formal negotiations. Tan planned to discuss the timing of the start of formal talks and the release of an ailing German hostage, officials said.

http://www.philstar.com/
Wed 5/24/00 – 12 ASG Captured on Basilan

Officials of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) announced yesterday the capture of 12 members of the Abu Sayyaf during military offensive operations in Basilan the other day. In his report to Gen. Angelo T. Reyes, AFP chief, Col. Jaime Canatoy, chief of the Public Affairs Service-AFP, said that there are only some 130 remaining Abu Sayyaf members monitored by the military, 30 of them operating in Basilan Island.  The other 150 armed terrorists are based in Patikul, Sulu and are believed to be holding captive the 21 foreign and local tourists who were kidnapped in Sipadan, Malaysia several weeks ago. Canatoy said that the number of the Abu Sayyaf terrorists had reached 1,000 several months ago but the on-going military operations launched since last January has inflicted major casualties on the bandits' side. The arrest of the 12 members of the Abu Sayyaf has brought to 24 the total number of captured terrorists in connection with the government's campaign against kidnapping operations, murder and terrorist activities. The 12 Abu Sayyaf members were captured following a firefight between government troopers and terrorists in a remote barangay in Basilan. Among those captured was a certain Commander Otoy Alaron, a ranking Abu Sayyaf leader.  

http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-05/MN052503.asp
24 May 2000 – 24 ASG Captured on Basilan

The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) disclosed on Tuesday that at least 24 Abu Sayyaf rebels have been captured in separate military operations in this province since last week. AFP Public Affairs chief Col. Jaime Canatoy said 10 rebels were captured at 12 noon last Saturday in Barangay Canibungan in Lantawan, Basilan and have been brought to the headquarters of the 1st Scout Ranger Battalion for interrogation. Twelve more rebels were nabbed in Sitio Balawatin, Barangay Lumbang in the capital town of Isabela at 9 a.m. on Tuesday while two more were captured in Basilan sometime last week. Canatoy said one of those captured, Matarul, is a former leader of a Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) unit. High-powered firearms and ammunition were also seized from the residence of Baungis village chief Ismael Lain. Authorities recovered two M-14 rifles, three M-16 rifles, one garand rifle, one Belgian rifle and one M-79 grenade launcher in the raid. Armed Forces spokesperson Col. Rafael Romero said on Tuesday that the military is still in pursuit of Abu Sayyaf rebels holding seven hostages in Basilan, including five children and two teachers. Meanwhile, Basilan governor Wahab Akbar said several Abu Sayyaf members are disengaging themselves from the group due to the lack of food and firepower. Akbar added that continuous military offensives are putting tremendous pressure on the rebels. Based on a report presented by Canatoy, there are about 30 rebels in Basilan while 150 members are in Patikul, Sulu. There are an estimated 180 Abu Sayyaf members left operating in Mindanao out of the original 1000.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/ABS/INEWS-MAY2000.NSF/Provincial/20000525026
25 May 2000 – Senator claims ASG created by Ramos and CIA

Senator Aquilino Pimentel Jr. reiterated on Thursday his claim that the Abu Sayyaf group was a creation of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) saying he has at least three vital witnesses who can substantiate his charges. Pimentel said his witnesses include a retired Marine officer and an Army sergeant who were both part of the Abu Sayyaf group's covert operations in Mindanao. The senator believes the three witnesses will shed light on how the terrorist group was created as well as identify the military officials who conspired with the CIA in forming the extremist organization. In his privilege speech, the senator alleged that the CIA and former President Ramos, who is also a former Armed Forces chief of staff, was tied up in the creation of the Abu Sayyaf. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/national/20000526078
Fri 5/26/00 – Jolo Hostage Negotiations 

Muslim rebels holding 21 foreign hostages in the Philippines jungle have cancelled talks due to take place with government negotiators on Friday. Manila's chief negotiator, Roberto Aventajado, said the guerrillas called off the meeting because they had moved the hostages elsewhere on Jolo island, in the southern Philippines. Negotiator Farouk Hussein said military activity near the meeting site had caused "some scepticism" on the other side, prompting the rebels to split into several groups. This is the second time in a week that the rebels have cancelled talks with Mr Aventajado. Reports say the hostages have grown increasingly frustrated, and many of them are now unwell. They have expressed little confidence in the negotiations in recent interviews with journalists. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_763000/763512.stm
30 May 2000 – ASG financed by Osama bin Laden

Muslim rebels holding 21 hostages in the Philippines say they are financed by suspected terrorist Osama bin Laden, who is wanted by the United States for the bombing of two US embassies in East Africa in 1998, German television said. ZDF national television said the rebel chief with the fantasy name "Commander Robot," had spoken to one of its reporters on Jolo island and said Bin Laden provided them financial backing. The station said a ZDF team was also allowed contact with the hostages, including Renate Wallert, who is in poor health. Wallert's husband and son are the other two German hostages. The station said that the rebel group Abu Sayyaf, which translates to Father of the Sword, has long been suspected of links to Bin Laden. 

Bin Laden is suspected of masterminding the bombing of the US embassies in Kenya and Tanzania in August 1998 that killed 224 people. American officials say Bin Laden, who is on the 10 Most Wanted List in the United States, is being sheltered by Afghanistan's ruling Taliban, who have refused to turn him over for trial. 

In addition to the Germans, two French, two Finns, two South Africans, a Lebanese, nine Malaysians and two Filipinos were kidnapped on April 23 from the Malaysian resort of Sipadan and taken to the remote island of Jolo. The Muslim rebels have, among other things, demanded an independent Islamic state. 

http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-05/MN053102.asp
June

Thu 6/1/00 – ASG Terrorists or “Robin Hoods”

TALIPAO, Sulu - Media and historical accounts may depict the Abu Sayyaf as a group of terrorists and bandits, but many people in this impoverished southern village, especially the young, look up to the Muslim extremists as Robin Hoods.

Many villagers here believe the Abu Sayyaf has helped protect them against harassment from other groups collecting "revolutionary taxes." The villagers also claim that the bandits extend food and livelihood assistance to them. Abdul Kadil, 14, a Grade 5 pupil of Bandang Elementary School, not only supports the extremists but also plans to join them as soon as he graduates rather belatedly from primary school. "They are the ones who have always helped us... There is no reason to be afraid of them," Kadil said in his Tausug dialect, even as he confirmed that he sometimes acts as a lookout for the group. The teenager said the Abu Sayyaf is always ready to protect the people from the military, police and assorted land grabbers. A farmer who refused to be named also confirmed his support for the Abu Sayyaf and blamed the government for neglecting this remote community. He also claimed that their rebel brothers promised them a handsome share of the booty if ransom is finally paid for separate groups of hostages still being held. He added the amount would be handed to them as a form of "assistance." "Who else would give us that kind of amount? Naturally we will support them; we aren't involved in the fighting anyway," he said in heavily accented Filipino. The villagers of Barangay Bandang, hometown of Ghalib Andang also known as Commander Robot, further claimed that the presence of the Abu Sayyaf has prevented outsiders from encroaching on their ancestral lands. Bandang is located some 16 kilometers southeast of Jolo, the capital town of Sulu. Commander Robot is one of the commanders that hold captive 21 mostly foreign hostages in Barangay Tiis Kutung, just three kilometers away from his hometown. http://www.philstar.com/
Fri 6/2/00 – ASG asks for P40 Million for each Sulu Hostage 

Abu Sayyaf terrorists holding 21 hostages, mostly foreigners, in the southern island province of Sulu have dropped their political demands and asked instead for P40 million for each captive, a government emissary disclosed yesterday. The source has been acting as one of the intermediaries in the government negotiations with the Abu Sayyaf gunmen for the release of the hostages who were snatched from the Malaysian diving resort of Sipadan off Borneo last April 23. He said the Abu Sayyaf asked for money after realizing that its demands for an independent Islamic state in Mindanao and the creation of a fact-finding commission to look into alleged abuses against Filipino workers in Sabah could not be implemented. Top government negotiator Robert Aventajado refused to confirm the ransom demand, but added that if true, the amount is excessive. Although the government has repeatedly said it will not entertain any ransom demands, negotiations by relatives of victims in previous Abu Sayyaf kidnappings invariably ended with payment of the so-called "board and lodging" for the captives. The emissary said the P840-million ransom demand was just the "starting point for the bargaining" with the kidnappers. Aventajado's team returned to Manila yesterday for another round of consultations with President Estrada and other government officials. http://www.philstar.com/
Mon 6/5/00 – Bombing at Ninoy Aquino International Airport

A powerful bomb blast rocked the Ninoy Aquino International Airport (NAIA) yesterday, shattering glass panels and uprooting plants near the terminal building, but injuring no one. Airport security supervisor Col. Manuel Pintado said the bomb exploded some15 meters from the arrival hall, leaving a foot-deep crater in the ground and badly damaging a nearby public toilet. Police held for questioning two women wearing Muslim clothes, but they explained that they were waiting for a passenger arriving from the Middle East. A bomb explosion also ripped through a bus terminal in Iligan City yesterday, killing a man and wounding two other people. In Jolo, Sulu, a grenade went off Saturday night outside the Mt. Carmel Catholic cathedral. The church was under renovation and nobody was inside at the time. NAIA general manager Antonio Gana said no shrapnel was found in the blast site, indicating the explosive was not meant to kill or injure many people. The blast, the fifth to hit Metro Manila in recent weeks, compelled authorities to tighten further security in the country's international airports.  Police immediately cordoned off the area, as departing passengers waited in long lines to be inspected. Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado urged the people to remain calm, but alert. "I know these are very difficult times, but we have to be very security-conscious," he said in a television interview. Probers believed the bomb was dropped from a car on the flyover near NAIA's Terminal I. "Admittedly, it was a strong bomb," Gana said. An airport security official said the explosive could be a "C-4 plastic device." No flights were canceled due to the blast. The airport blast tore off part of the ceiling of a walkway, which also houses a duty-free shop and restaurants. Authorities said the area was usually deserted at the time of the explosion which came about 7:10 a.m., as there were no incoming flights around that time. Mercado said it was still too early to link the airport bomb attack to Muslim separatist guerrillas. Press Secretary Ricardo Puno echoed Mercado's view, saying some groups may be trying to take advantage of the situation to project an image of instability in the country. http://www.philstar.com/
Tue 6/6/00 – Hostage Rescue Attempt Option 

Philippines authorities may launch a rescue attempt if Muslim extremist gunmen refuse to release 21 hostages held for six weeks in this southern island, the chief government negotiator warned yesterday. Manila has been weighing its options for the past week after negotiations with the Abu Sayyaf kidnappers stalled, reportedly over a $A35million ransom demand and mounting pressure from foreign governments to resolve the crisis. The situation has been aggravated by 10 western journalists working for German news organisations being forced to pay $A43,000 at the weekend after they were held hostage and threatened with death by the Abu Sayyaf. The reporters were also robbed before being freed. Chief government negotiator Roberto Aventajado said his team was pursuing talks with the gunmen because of the belief that they could succeed. "But if at the end of the day they remain very unreasonable ... then that's another story," he said on radio station DZMM here. The nine Malaysians, three Germans, two Filipinos, two Finns, two French nationals, two South Africans and a Lebanese held by the Abu Sayyaf were seized from the Malaysian resort of Sipadan on April 23. Asked if the military would mount a rescue attempt, Mr Aventajado said: "That option is always open to the government." He did not say when President Joseph Estrada's government would make that decision. Abu Sayyaf says it is fighting to set up an Islamic state in the southern Philippines.  

http://www.theage.com.au/news/20000606/A40004-2000Jun5.html
Tue 6/6/00 – Estrada Grants ASG Demand

President Joseph Estrada on Tuesday granted one of three demands of the Muslim extremist group Abu Sayyaf, as a show of goodwill toward the possible release of 21 mostly foreign hostages in Sulu. Estrada signed a memorandum ordering the strict implementation of fishing laws and regulations in the Sulu Sea and the development of the local fishing industry in the area. The President directed Robert Aventjado, presidential adviser on flagship projects and chief hostage crisis negotiator, as well as the Department of the Interior and Local Government, Department of Agriculture (DA), Philippine Navy, Philippine Coast Guard, Philippine Fisheries Development Authority (PFDA), and Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) to carry out the memorandum order. This, the President stressed, is a part of the government's efforts "to bring about lasting peace and development in Mindanao". The government granted the third demand after having rejected outright the first two rebel demands for an independent Islamic state and the creation of a Sabah Commission to oversee the welfare of Filipino Muslims in Malaysia. The first demand compromises Philippine sovereignty while the second would strain diplomatic ties with the Malaysian government, the government said.The next round of negotiations is set on Wednesday when the government and Abu Sayyaf leaders will discuss the details of President Estrada's memorandum. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/national/20000607018
Thu 6/8/00 – Sulu Hostage Negotiations 

MANILA (AFP) - After 46 days, the Filipino gunmen holding 21 mostly foreign hostages show no sign of bowing to international pressure to set them free. President Joseph Estrada has used three sets of negotiators but is apparently no closer to winning the liberty of nine Malaysians, three Germans, two Filipinos, two Finns, two French nationals, two South Africans and a Lebanese held by the Abu Sayyaf rebel group. With each day that the exhausted captives have spent cooped up in a jungle hut in the southern island of Jolo, the kidnapers' list of demands has grown longer and the chances of an early breakthrough has become more remote, diplomatic sources here say. Chief government negotiator Roberto Aventajado, has met only once with the gunmen two weeks ago and has repeatedly warned that, going by past experience, the kidnappers are prepared to hold out for months. "Let us wait until they tire out," said another government negotiator Abdusakur Tan. 

The Abu Sayyaf, or AlHarakatul Islamiya (Islamic Movement) as it prefers to be known, has used the hostages' April 23 abduction in the Malaysian resort of Sipadan to press for the establishment of an Islamic state in the southern third of mainly Roman Catholic Philippines. They also declared themselves champions of the hundreds of thousands of Filipino Muslim immigrants in the Malaysian state of Sabah, calling for an investigation into their treatment. But in between they also sought a million dollars in cash ransom for each hostage, robbed journalists covering the crisis of cash, clothes and equipment, and stole food and medicines intended for the captives. They also ignored international appeals to free a German woman who has high blood pressure, a Malaysian man bitten by scorpions, a pregnant South African woman and a Frenchman believed to suffer from psychological problems. 

Muslims the world over have denounced their actions as "un-Islamic." Asian envoys told AFP that the kidnappers have quietly asked Manila to free at least one jailed comrade who they claimed was "framed" by the police, and demanded that a politician sympathetic to their cause be named to a key government post. None of these demands or the ransom have been publicly acknowledged by chief negotiator Aventajado, who has been working under the unrelenting glare of the media spotlight. While sitting down with the rebel leaders on the dirt floor of a dilapidated mosque in Jolo late last month, Aventajado had to watch his back as military and defense officials publicly roasted him for insisting that encircling troops pull back so talks could start. Afterwards, politicians jumped on his back for offering the gunmen a role in an expanded autonomy for the Muslim-populated island without having consulted Congress first. 

Western diplomats told AFP the five most senior Abu Sayyaf leaders with whom Aventajado has been negotiating, appeared unable to agree on what exactly they wanted in exchange for the hostages. One side appeared intent on ransom, with another faction insisting on political concessions, said one of these diplomats, who cited the differing tone of two documents which have so far been submitted to the Philippine government outlining the rebels' demands. 

http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-06/MN060903.asp
Fri 6/9/00 – ASG Demands $1 million for each Sulu Hostage

ZAMBOANGA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - The extremist group Abu Sayyaf has confirmed Friday they are demanding US$1 million dollars ransom for each of the 21 mostly foreign hostages they are holding in the Southern island of Jolo. "That is confirmed," said Abu Sayyaf spokesman Abu Sabaya in a radio interview. A government emissary involved in efforts to release the hostages told Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) of the ransom demand on June 2 but the government has repeatedly refused to publicly confirm it. The emissary said the ransom demand was key factor stalling negotiations for the release of the hostages from Germany, France, Finland, South Africa, Malaysia, Philippines, and Lebanon. All previous Abu Sayyaf kidnappings have ended with money being paid to the rebels - normally under the guise of "board and lodging" expenses for the captives. Abu Sayyaf wanted the ransom money to support their armed campaign, Sabaya said without elaborating. But he made it clear that the Abu Sayyaf would still press ahead with their other demands for an independent Islamic state and the setting up of a panel to investigate alleged human rights abuses against Filipino immigrants in the Malaysian state of Sabah. The government panel has repeatedly rejected the two demands.

Sabaya is linked to Abu Sayyaf unit operating on the island of Basilan, where the group had held eight all-Filipino hostages since March. Galib Andang, one of the Abu Sayyaf leaders whom the government is negotiating with, proposed Thursday that Sabaya and another Basilan rebel leader Khadafy Janjalani be involved in the Jolo negotiations. The hostages were abducted from the Malaysian resort of Sipadan off Borneo on 23 and brought by speedboat to Jolo.

Time frame

This developed as Malacañang denied the June 12 "time frame" set by the President to government negotiators for the Sipadan hostages. Press Undersecretary Mike Toledo said the government continue to search for peace as it works for safe release of the 21 hostages. Chief Government negotiator Robert Aventajado earlier revealed that President Estrada only gave him up to June 12 to come up with substantial results on the Sulu hostage crisis. Such time frame, however, could not be ascertain if the President only wants to have a major announcement on June 12 - the country's celebration of its 102nd year of independence. Contrary to speculations, negotiations with the ASG will definitely continue even if the government fails to come up with a substantial result beyond June 12, Toledo said. "That is not a deadline. The President is only telling his people to speed up the negotiations," Toledo added. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/national/20000610027
Mon 6/12/00 - Vigilante Group Releases Relatives of ASG Leader ZAMBOANGA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - A vigilante group led by Commander Abdul Mijal has released eight relatives of Abu Sayyaf leader Khadaffy Janjalani, reportedly in exchange for two teachers and six students taken hostage by the Muslim extremist group in Basilan almost three months ago. A report on ABS-CBN's News Channel said Janjalani's relatives were turned over on Saturday to the Basilan Crisis Committee in Sumisip town. They were expected to be handed over to the government's chief hostage crisis negotiator Robert Aventajado before they are brought to Jolo, Sulu for the hostage swap deal to take effect. Aventajado is presently leading negotiations with another Abu Sayyaf group in Sulu holding 21 mostly foreign hostages in the hinterlands of Talipao town. However, the Abu Sayyaf rejected on Saturday Aventajado's participation in the talks, insisting that Executive Secretary Ronaldo Zamora and Sulu governor Abdusakur Tan take his place. The vigilante group kidnapped Janjalani's kin in Basilan, retaliating against the Abu Sayyaf's abduction of a priest, teachers, and children from two schools in the province last March 20. Janjalani's wife and infant son were released a month later in a hostage swap deal that the Abu Sayyaf failed to honor completely. The rebel group reneged on its promise to free all its hostages, only releasing two children. Earlier, the release of the Basilan hostages loomed large after Aventajado bared the rebel group, led by Commander Quirino Sakandal, was supposed to turn them over to him two weeks back. But a lack of coordination between the negotiating panel and the military derailed the release, as the latter continued troop movements near the rebel hideout. The military, for its part, said it was unaware of the negotiating panel's plan. Following this, reports surfaced that the Abu Sayyaf rebels in Basilan had abandoned their hostages. Another report, meanwhile, said only the child hostages were transferred out of Basilan and brought to a nearby island under Sakandal's supervision. Two teachers were reportedly left in Basilan. Military pursuit operations launched on April 22 have since left the Abu Sayyaf rebels running. A week earlier, Basilan governor Wahab Akbar said a band of about 20 Abu Sayyaf rebels sent surrender feelers to the local government. However, the rebels demanded immunity from criminal charges and the chance to keep their arms. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/provincial/20000612004
Tue 6/13/00 – Hostage Split into Groups, Relocating?

Philippine maritime police, navy and coast guard are on full alert on Sunday to block attempts by Muslim extremists from smuggling their hostages out of the southern island of Jolo. The Sulu police chief said intelligence reports indicated that all the 21 mostly-foreign hostages, held by the Abu Sayyaf group, are still in the jungle, but could have been divided into two groups in separate villages. He said the move to split the hostages indicates the rebels may try to slip them out of Jolo, where they have been kept in dire conditions for the past 50 days. Talks for the release of the hostages are still dragging on with no early solution in sight.  

http://www.channelnewsasia.com/articles/2000/06/12/southeastasia29500.htm
Wed 6/14/00 – Bombing in Jolo

ZAMBOANGA CITY - A homemade bomb exploded inside a moviehouse in downtown Jolo yesterday, wounding at least four persons. Those wounded in the blast at JRS Beta Studio were identified as Albani Andanan, 50; Elin Silvino, 23; Muktadin Isnirani and Armando Padilla. Early last month, at least eight people were killed and 30 others were wounded in twin grenade blasts in the Sulu capital town. Authorities have blamed the Abu Sayyaf for the explosions. 

http://www.philstar.com/
Thu 6/15/00 – ASG received Arms Shipment from Vietnam

The extremist Abu Sayyaf guerrillas have dramatically strengthened their firepower with the recent delivery to them of an arms shipment from Vietnam worth P7.6 million, a military intelligence source said. The source said the shipment, consisting of assorted high-powered rifles, rocket launchers and at least 10 barrels of 81-mm. mortar, came from Vietnam and was transported to Sulu via Davao City to avoid detection. The source said arms shipments for the Muslim rebel groups were normally smuggled into the country through the southern backdoor, particular in the island province of Basilan which is generally considered an Abu Sayyaf stronghold. Military authorities could not explain why the shipment originated from Vietnam, but said the country has long been used as a transshipment point for smuggled firearms. They added that Vietnam also has a flourishing gun manufacturing industry. "We have been receiving reports that the weapons coming from them (Vietnamese) are coursed through Malaysia before finally reaching the southern Philippines," a ranking military official told The STAR. Intelligence sources said smuggled firearms are normally unloaded in the high seas in the South to three to five vessels posing as fishing boats, which then deliver the shipments to their respective consignees. The sources also said the Abu Sayyaf has established links with international terrorist groups that provide financial and logistical support to their secessionist struggle. Arms landings for the Abu Sayyaf allegedly occur twice or thrice every year. They said the extremist guerrillas avail themselves of the lulls in fighting with government forces to procure more firearms, consolidate forces and solicit outside support. The military estimated the Abu Sayyaf strength at a little over 1,000 men and about 600 firearms. The spate of kidnappings in Mindanao involving Abu Sayyaf terrorists mostly ended in ransom payments which military and government authorities believed were used by the group to procure more firearms from abroad. The group is still holding 21 hostages in its jungle lair in Talipao town in Sulu, and eight Filipinos, six of them children, in nearby Basilan. The kidnappers are asking for $20 million for the release of the hostages in Sulu, or nearly $1 million for each of the captives. http://www.philstar.com/
Fri 6/16/00 – ASG to receive Arms Shipment from Vietnam

ZAMBOANGA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - The extremist group Abu Sayyaf is reportedly set to receive a large shipment of firearms from Vietnam that has reportedly slipped into the country via Davao earlier this month. The military disclosed that the shipment contains 20 recoilless rifles, 10 tubes of 81mm mortars, four high-powered armalite rifles, and an undisclosed number of 45-caliber pistols, besides other unclassified types of ammunition. Military intelligence agents are currently investigating the possible involvement of a local sea vessel in the illegal shipment of firearms intended for the Abu Sayyaf based in Basilan province. The M/V Isabela, a local ferry boat plying the Zamboanga-Basilan route, is being investigated for transporting the firearms, according to reports received by the Armed Forces of the Philippines - Southern Command (AFP-Southcom). AFP Southcom vice commander Alberto Braganza said they have yet to receive the full details of the report but assured that military intelligence agents are already working on the case. The AFP's Task Force Zamboanga earlier confiscated assorted firearms and ammunition worth about P7.6 million on board the vessel. The arms shipment was believed to be intended also for the Abu Sayyaf. The task force also confiscated a sack of ammonium nitrate from another unnamed vessel. Ammonium nitrate is a chemical used in the production of explosives. Braganza stressed they have yet to verify all reports and file necessary charges against those behind the arms smuggling.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/provincial/20000617018
Mon 6/19/00 – Basilan ASG leader joins Sulu ASG extremists

QUEZON CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Chief government negotiator Robert Aventajado confirmed on Monday that Abu Sayyaf chief Khadaffi Janjalani and spokesperson Abu Ahmad Salayuddin, also known as Abu Sabaya, have indeed joined extremist counterparts in Jolo, Sulu province. In a Monday interview on DZMM, Aventajado said Janjalani and Sabaya were present in Patikul, Sulu on Saturday when five children held hostage since March by a Basilan-based Abu Sayyaf unit were freed in exchange for the release of Janjalani's six relatives and a household helper. Aventajado expressed optimism the presence of Janjalani and Sabaya in Sulu would not hamper negotiations for the release of the 21 Western and Asian hostages of the Abu Sayyaf in Sulu. The five Basilan hostages freed were slipped into Jolo last week ahead of the hostage swap with Janjalani's kin and were part of a larger group seized by the Abu Sayyaf from two schools in Basilan last March 20. Two school teachers among those abducted in Basilan and 13-year old Richard Quintos remain in the hands of the Abu Sayyaf and would be the subject of separate negotiations. Claretian priest Fr. Agapito Ferrer had disclosed last May that the female school teachers may have become sex slaves of the Abu Sayyaf, saying that the late Fr. Gallardo was punched by the hostage-takers each time he asked about the teachers who were separated from the rest of the hostages. Janjalani's relatives who were freed in the hostage swap included Janjalani's mother, two sisters, two nephews, and a one and a half month old baby niece. Janjalani's kin were snatched by a vigilante group in Basilan headed by Abdul Midjal, in retaliation for the kidnapping of the teachers and schoolchildren. The Basilan-based Abu Sayyaf had freed two children soon after their abduction, in an earlier hostage swap for Janjalani's wife and infant son. Seventeen others were rescued by the military in May. But the guerrillas massacred six other captives including Roman Catholic priest Fr. Robert Gallardo. Two male schoolteachers were beheaded.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/national/20000620016
Tue 6/20/00 – Coast Guard enforces ASG demanded Sulu fishing ban 

Heavily-armed fishing trawlers have returned to the waters off Sulu after being shooed away to appease the Abu Sayyaf bandits holding 21 mostly foreign hostages in Jolo, maritime officials said. Several of the vessels were seen in the past days within 15 kilometers of Jolo. The boats' crews are armed with machine-guns and high-powered rifles used for driving off pirates and small fishermen, officials said. "We have been coordinating with the Coast Guard, the Navy and the military on ways to chase away these trawlers," a maritime official told reporters. The Abu Sayyaf had demanded that the government ban fishing trawlers from Sulu waters for the release of the hostages. They also want $21 million in ransom, the creation of an independent Islamic state in Mindanao and an investigative body to check on abuses committed against Filipino immigrants in the Malaysian state of Sabah. President Estrada ordered the trawlers shooed off last month. But they returned when negotiations for the hostages' release bogged down. The Coast Guard and the maritime police admit they lack boats, guns and manpower to go after the trawlers, which the Abu Sayyaf views as symbols of the Muslim minority's oppression. http://www.philstar.com/
Wed 6/21/00 – Sulu Hostages Moved

SAN JUAN, (ABS-CBN) – The Abu Sayyaf in Sulu has moved 10 Caucasian hostages to the same camp in the Talipao hinterlands where 11 Asian hostages are being held, even as it remained uncertain that talks between the Muslim extremist group and government negotiators would resume soon. Parouk Hussin, a negotiator still in Sulu, told the Armed Forces of the Philippines the talks were likely to drag on. The Caucasian tourists - three Germans, a Lebanese, two Finns, a French couple, and a South African couple - were separated earlier this month from nine Malaysian and two Filipino hostages, in a move the rebels said was meant to deter a military rescue attempt. The 21 hostages were kidnapped from the Malaysian resort island of Sipadan off Borneo last April 23 and slipped through the maritime border of the southern Philippine island of Jolo by speedboat. The Malaysian and Filipino hostages were mostly resort workers or government employees. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/national/20000622034
Thu 6/22/00 – ASG Threatens to Execute Hostages

ZAMBOANGA CITY-- As a means of getting international attention, Abu Sayyaf extremists have threatened anew to execute one after the other all the 21 mostly foreign hostages they have been holding since April 23. A source privy to the group's movements said the Muslim fundamentalist group will start killing its captives if the Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC) "will not give attention" to the hostage crisis in Sulu during its meeting in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia next week. The terrorists will not release any hostage unless the government grants their demand for the creation of an independent Islamic state in Mindanao, the source added. Abu Sayyaf spokesman Abu Asmad Salayuddin, alias Abu Sabaya, warned the government that any rescue operation will result in the hostages' death, as in the cases of Catholic priest Fr. Rhoel Gallardo and other captives in Basilan. The terrorists are holding three Germans, two French, two Finns, two South Africans, a Lebanese, nine Malaysians and two Filipinos. They were kidnapped from a resort in Sipadan Island, Malaysia last April 23 and taken by pump boat across the Celebes Sea to Sulu. http://www.philstar.com/
Mon 6/26/00 – Malaysian Hostage Released

The release of a Malaysian hostage from among the 21 mainly foreigners being held by Muslim Abu Sayyaf extremists in the southern Philippines is a positive sign the crisis may be resolved soon, analysts say. They think forest ranger Zulkarnain Hashim's release is a goodwill gesture to the Organization of the Islamic Conference, which is meeting in Kuala Lumpur and which may become involved in further negotiations to release the hostages.  

http://www.atimes.com/se-asia/se-asia.html
Tue 6/27/00 – ASG offers Hostage Swap
Abu Sayyaf gunmen holding 20 hostages here have offered to swap their eight Malaysian captives for an 85-year-old Filipino man in a Malaysian jail, according to a taped message delivered by Malaysian doctors who visited the kidnappers' jungle camp yesterday. The hostage takers have also made a fresh demand on top of several political conditions for the hostages' release: that the government settle unpaid back wages since 1996 for ''hundreds'' of teachers, according to Agence France Presse sources. And they have reiterated a previous demand for the release of two school teachers from Basilan, who are the last of three remaining captives from a separate hostage crisis. The kidnappers said the two would be freed if the government removed non-Islamic practices and employed more Muslim teachers in local schools, the military said yesterday. The Abu Sayyaf gunmen released a ninth Malaysian hostage, Zulkarnain Hashim, over the weekend. ''The one we released was a staunch believer of Islam. So in the name of Allah and in the name of Malaysia, we released the hostage. It is not true that the Philippine government paid ransom,'' Andang said. On a lighter note, a group of 10 evangelists from the Jesus Miracle Crusade yesterday offered $300,000 to the kidnappers to allow the Christians to ''pray over'' the hostages. The evangelists are led by Wilde Almeda, who offered last month to lead a team of ''prayer warriors'' to liberate the captives with prayers. Local officials asked the 10 Jesus Miracle Crusade members to abort their mission as they arrived in Jolo yesterday. The officials warned that the military and the police could not guarantee their safety. The government emissary on Sunday delivered food and other supplies to 10 Western hostages, who were last visited more than three weeks ago, before they were separated from their Asian co-captives. The emissary did not provide details on their physical condition and mental state, but brought back a bunch of letters and a receipt for the deliveries signed by one of three German hostages. The emissary said he delivered a rucksack for Lebanese woman Marie Moarbes, a box of sweets and another unspecified box for South African couple Carel and Monique Strydom, and five boxes of German army rations. The Malaysian medical mission visited the camp where the eight remaining Malaysians and at least one of two Filipino hostages are being held. 

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/jun2000/jun27/news/news_2.htm
July 

Mon 7/3/00 – German Journalist Kidnapped

ZAMBOANGA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - The police has launched a massive search operation for the abductors of a German journalist kidnapped in Jolo, Sulu Sunday afternoon. Sulu provincial police chief Candido Casimiro disclosed that police troops on board three vehicles and a police scout car were deployed this Monday morning to look for Andreas Lorenz. The latter was abducted by unidentified armed men in Barangay Kasalamatan, Jolo at about 4 pm on Sunday. He said Lorenz, who writes for German paper Der Spiegel, earlier met with four persons at the Lily Coffee Shop in Serrantes St. The men individuals reportedly promised to take Lorenz to the Abu Sayyaf camp to interview three German hostages being held in Jolo. He was instead taken by the group to Kasalamatan Village where a group of armed men were waiting in a brown Toyota Tamaraw jeep. Lorenz lost consciousness after he was reportedly hit with the butt of a 45 caliber pistol on the forehead. The German journalist was then taken to an undisclosed area by the suspects. Currently, the Abu Sayyaf group is holding 20 mostly foreign hostages in Sulu Island after seizing them from a Malaysian resort last April 23. Seized were three Germans, two French, two Finns, two South Africans, a Lebanese, nine Malaysians and two Filipinos. One Malaysian captive was released last week after negotiators sought assurance that negotiations were still being considered by the group. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jul2000.nsf/provincial/20000704009
Mon 7/3/00 – German Journalist and 13 Christian Preachers Kidnapped

JOLO -- Muslim rebels, holding 20 hostages on this southern Philippines island, are thought to have abducted a German journalist and 13 Filipino Christian preachers in separate incidents. Mr Andreas Lorenz, of German magazine Der Spiegel, was kidnapped by suspected Abu Sayyaf gunmen yesterday when he went to a village on the island to meet a contact for his coverage of the drama. His Filipino driver, Mr Yakub Paradji, reported the abduction to the police. "They were poking .45-calibre pistols at us and they told me to turn back," the driver said. Meanwhile, 13 Christian preachers, who made an unauthorised visit to the Abu Sayyaf camp on Saturday, were also thought to have been detained. Abu Sayyaf leader Galib Andang said the group, led by television evangelists, Wilde Almeda, had "asked to remain" with the hostages and would undertake religious fasts. The 13, all members of the Manila-based Jesus Miracle Crusade International Ministry, stayed overnight at the rebels' camp to "pray over" the hostages and to convince their captors to release them. They failed to return to the provincial capital, Jolo. "It appears they are being held against their will," an official said. http://straitstimes.asia1.com.sg/asia/sea3_0703.html
Wed 7/5/00 – ASG asks P7 million for Televangelists

Abu Sayyaf extremist rebels holding 13 Christian preachers in Sulu are seeking P7 million in ransom as "exit fee" for the televangelists. This developed as the Muslim terrorists almost shot it out among themselves when five of their leaders wanted to behead the preachers led by Wilde Almeda. Meanwhile, former Libyan Ambassador Rajab Azzarouq warned the gunmen to start releasing the captives soon or face "tragic" consequences for intransigence. The extremists are demanding "exit payment" from the 13 members of the Jesus Miracle Crusade who entered the rebel camp last Saturday supposedly to "pray over" 20 mostly foreign hostages. The hostages from seven nations were seized by the Abu Sayyaf from the Malaysian diving resort of Sipadan off Borneo last April 23. The Christian preachers gave $3,000 and 35 sacks of rice as "gifts" to the Abu Sayyaf to be able to enter the terrorists' lair. However, the extremists told the preachers that they would have to pay an additional price to leave the camp. The detention of the preachers has complicated the prolonged hostage crisis in Jolo where the Abu Sayyaf are still holding 20 Malaysians, Germans, Filipinos, French, Finns, South Africans and Lebanese hostages. http://www.philstar.com/
Thu 7/6/00 – ASG reportedly Beheaded Evangelist

SULU, (ABS-CBN) - The Muslim extremist Abu Sayyaf group has reportedly beheaded one of 13 Christian evangelists led by Jesus Miracle Crusade (JMC) leader Wilde Almeda. The religious group ventured to the rebel lair last Saturday after paying the extremist group $3,000 and 35 sacks of rice to gain access to and pray over 20 mostly foreign hostages kidnapped from a Malaysian island resort last April 23. Talipao mayor Tambrin Tulawie said he received reports of the beheading from people in the area who are "loyal " to him. He, however, said they still have to verify the accuracy of the reports. His statement came a day after a faction of the Abu Sayyaf leadership reportedly tried to seize the 13 evangelists and "liquidate" them. It was reported earlier that Abu Sayyaf kidnappers figured in a near shootout among themselves, as one faction tried to seize and liquidate Almeda and his 12 followers.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jul2000.nsf/national/20000707024
Tue 7/11/00 – Three French Journalists Kidnapped

Police have confirmed that three French journalists have been kidnapped by Muslim extremists holding 37 hostages in the southern Philippines. Provincial police chief Superintendent Candido Casimiro said the trio from France-2 broadcasting network were being detained by Abu Sayyaf rebel leader Galib Andang on the island of Jolo. He said they were seized on Sunday after arranging to interview Mr Andang and his hostages. One Malaysian was released by the rebels last month. But the Abu Sayyaf has since abducted 13 Filipino Christian preachers who went to pray for the hostages, as well as German reporter Andreas Lorenz. A signed letter from the rebels delivered to reporters demanded the Philippine military withdraw from areas controlled by MILF within 10 days in exchange for the release of the evangelists. Sources close to the rebels said unofficial emissaries were meeting with the Abu Sayyaf to discuss paying ransom for the three, according to French news agency AFP. The rebels held 10 foreign journalists working for German news agencies last month, releasing them after they paid $25,000. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_828000/828432.stm
Tue 7/11/00 – Hostage Negotiations

A Moslem rebel chief holding 20 mostly foreign hostages told the government he is ready to resolve the nearly three-month-long hostage crisis, the Philippines' chief negotiator said on Tuesday. Mr Aventajado said Andang called him and told him the rebels would send their ''bottom-line demands... so that we can already resolve this situation.'' The Abu Sayyaf - one of two rebel groups fighting for an Islamic state in the south of this mainly Roman Catholic country - are also holding a three-member French television crew, a German reporter and 13 Filipino evangelists who went to Jolo earlier this month to see them.  http://www.scmp.com/
Fri 7/14/00 – Malaysian Hostage Released after 4 months

Rebel sources say that they have released one of the 40 hostages being held in the southern Philippines. Muslim extremists say one of the eight Malaysian hostages, identified as Abdul Jawan Selamat, was set free on Friday after nearly four months in captivity. The rebels released another Malaysian hostage, Zulkarnain Hashim, in June, saying he was the most religious among the captives. The mental condition of the remaining hostages is said to be worsening, according to a letter released by the Finnish foreign minister, Errki Tuomioja. Mr Tuomioja, who has met his German and French counterparts in Manila in an attempt to solve the long-running hostage crisis, released the letter written earlier this week by Finnish hostage Risto Vahanen. "Our mental condition is getting worse every day and it is not far from one of us committing suicide in the nearest future," Risto Vahanen wrote on behalf of the white captives. "Please do your utmost to get us out of these inhuman conditions without delay, peacefully, without force," he said. Mr Tuomioja, France's Hubert Vedrine and Germany's Joschka Fischer declined to provide details of their discussions in Manila or to specify any new initiative to end the saga. The second hostage to be released is now thought to be in the city of Zamboanga. He is likely to meet chief negotiator Robert Aventajado later on Friday or Saturday, rebel sources said. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_833000/833206.stm
Mon 7/17/00 – Ill German Hostage Released after 3 months

Rebels holding nearly 40 hostages in the southern Philippines have freed an ailing German woman, three months after kidnapping her from a holiday resort. Renate Wallert, 57, is the first western captive to be released by the Muslim Abu Sayyaf group, although it has freed two Malaysians. The rebels handed her over to chief hostage negotiator Robert Aventajado in the hills of Jolo island, reports said. Her husband, Werner, and son, Marc, remain captive along with 38 others. Mrs Wallert has suffered from high blood pressure and chronic anxiety during her long ordeal in the jungle. She was flown to the city of Zamboanga, 150km (100 miles) to the north-east, after being examined by a doctor. It was not immediately clear whether any ransom was paid for Mrs Wallert's release. The Wallert family were among 21 hostages. The Abu Sayyaf have since kidnapped four European journalists covering the hostage crisis, as well as 13 Filipino evangelists who went to the area to pray for the captives. Mrs Wallert's release comes three days after the rebels freed Malaysian hostage Abdul Jawan Selamat. The remaining hostages consist of five French, three Germans, two Finns, two South Africans, a Lebanese, seven Malaysians and 18 Filipinos. A letter written by Finnish hostage Risto Vahanen said their psychological health was deteriorating fast. Contacts between government negotiators and the rebels resumed last week. They had been suspended for more than a month after the guerrillas' demands began escalating. Rebel leader Ghalib Andang has now presented a revised set of demands for the release of the hostages. Reports do not make clear what they are. Mr Aventajado said on Sunday: "We are sorting out the demands as to which are doable and which are not. "We are addressing the root cause of the problem, which is poverty." 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_837000/837198.stm
Mon 7/17/00 – Ill German Hostage Released after 3 months

MANILA, (ABS-CBN) - Newly freed German hostage Renate Wallert immediately left for Germany upon arriving in Manila from Zamboanga City on Monday evening. She had been transported from Sulu, where she had been held captive for almost three months, to Zamboanga before being flown to Manila.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jul2000.nsf/national/20000718013
Tue 7/18/00 – Suspected Iranian Terrorists Arrested

QUEZON CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Military and immigration intelligence agents have arrested last Saturday an undocumented Iranian national suspected of being an international terrorist. In separate interviews this Monday, Commissioner Rufus Rodriguez of the Bureau of Immigration and Deportation (BID) and Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) vice chief Lt. Gen. Jose Calimlim said the foreigner is now undergoing tactical interrogation regarding his presence in the country. "We captured him two days ago and all we can say is that he is in his 40's," Rodriguez said. Calimlim said they are verifying reports that the arrested Iranian is a member of the Hizballah (Party of God) terrorist group. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jul2000.nsf/metro/20000718027
Thu 7/20/00 – Four Malaysian Hostages Released after 4 months

Muslim rebels in the southern Philippines have released four Malaysians who had been held captive for more than two months. Journalists saw the four driven at dawn into a military camp in the main town on Jolo Island. They have made no comment about their ordeal. The released hostages were among a group abducted from a Malaysian resort last April by the Abu Sayyaf Islamic guerrilla movement. Abu Sayyaf has released several people in recent days but is still holding 34 four hostages. http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_844000/844068.stm
Thu 7/20/00 – Filipino Child Hostage Released

Muslim rebels holding several dozen hostages in Jolo have released the child of a government soldier who was killed in a clash with the guerrillas, officials said yesterday. The boy, Richard Sintos, 17, was taken by helicopter from Jolo to Zamboanga City, Vice Governor Munib Estino said. Philippine negotiators were also expecting the release of two other Filipinos and seven Malaysians after reaching agreement with the Abu Sayyaf rebels on the ransom amount, officials said. Sintos'father was killed in a clash with the rebels on neighboring Basilan island. Chief government negotiator Robert Aventajado said he expects the rebels will also release two female teachers abducted from a Basilan school on March 20. 

http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-07/MN072103.asp
Mon 7/24/00 – Grenade Attack at Jolo Church

A hand grenade recently exploded near a church in Jolo, Sulu around 7:50 a.m. Tuesday morning, according to municipal administrator Joseph Lo. The explosion destroyed a stockpile of bamboo lumber beside the cathedral which was under construction at the time. Lo said this was the second bombing attempt directed at the church.  

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/newsflash.nsf/BRundown/20000726002
7/25/00 – Filipino Journalists Abducted

An armed group demanded P10 million yesterday for the release of two abducted Filipino journalists who were covering a hostage crisis in Mindanao for the country's largest television network, a government envoy said.  The journalists, Val Cuenca and Maan Macapagal of the ABS-CBN network, were seized by armed men last Monday afternoon as they were returning from interviewing foreign hostages held by Abu Sayyaf rebels at a jungle hideout on Jolo island. The envoy said the journalists were seized by a separate armed group led by Commander Muin. He said he visited the group's camp in the Patikul area of Jolo island yesterday and was informed of the ransom demand. 

http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-07/MN072603.asp
7/25/00 – Grenade Attack in Jolo

JOLO - Security deteriorated on this southern Philippines island on Wednesday after Muslim kidnappers tossed a grenade outside a cafe, leaving 18 people injured, police and hospital officials said.  A police official here said the bombing had been carried out by the Abu Sayyaf guerilla group, flush with cash from the ransoms paid for one German and six Malaysian hostages: sources close to the negotiations said the ransoms totalled US$4 million.  The Muslim gunmen, self-styled independence fighters, still hold at gunpoint five French citizens, three Malaysians, three Germans, two Finns, two South Africans, a Lebanese and 17 Filipinos.  The grenade exploded in front of a cafe in downtown Jolo as patrons waited for the shop to open. The attacker fled on a motorcycle. 

http://straitstimes.asia1.com.sg/breakingnews.html#
Thu 7/27/00 – German Journalist Released
Muslim rebels in the Philippines have released a German journalist, one of dozens of hostages they are holding on the southern island of Jolo. The journalist, Andreas Lorenz, was brought to safety from the rebels' jungle hideout by an emissary of the provincial governor, before flying to the southern city of Zamboanga where he was reunited with his wife. It is unclear whether a ransom was paid for his release. Mr Lorenz, who reports for Der Spiegel magazine from Bangkok, was abducted for the second time when he returned to Jolo on 2 July to report on the kidnappings. Speaking at the provincial governor's house, Mr Lorenz said: "It's the worst ordeal in my life. I will never come back to Jolo." He thanked fellow reporters who had signed a petition urging the rebels to free him. But he said he had not seen any of the 32 other hostages still being held. The first time Mr Lorenz was seized, he was part of a group of 10 European journalists visiting an Abu Sayyaf hide-out in order to cover the story. All were released later that day after paying $25,000 in ransom. Mr Lorenz's second kidnap was apparently at the hands of a different rebel faction which felt it had not received a fair share of the ransom money. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_853000/853744.stm
7/27/00 – Bombing in Jolo

JOLO -(ABS-CBN) - Eighteen people were reportedly injured following a bomb explosion that hit the Nine Coffee Shop along Zarante Street in Jolo, Sulu, Wednesday morning. An ABS-CBN News team in Zamboanga City said there were no deaths as earlier reported. Initial reports in Manila stated there were eight people who died in the explosion, but ABS-CBN News reporter Erwin Tulfo said there were no casualties in this morning's blast. Police Senior Supt. Jiljani Nani, Regional Director of the PNP-ARMM suggested that the attack could be the handiwork of the Muslim extremist group Abu Sayyaf. Earlier, in an interview over DZMM radio, Jolo town administrator Joseph Lo said the explosion occurred at about 5:45 a.m., Wednesday inside the crowded coffee shop. The 18 victims were reportedly taken to the Sulu Provincial Hospital for treatment. Immediately after the latest bomb blast, PNP chief General Panfilo Lacson dismissed Jolo's police chief Supt. Candido Casimiro. Casimiro's ouster was due to the apparent breakdown of law and order in Sulu's capital town.

The latest incident came less than 24 hours after an explosion hit the Jolo cathedral at around 7:50 a.m. on Tuesday, injuring one person. Authorities in Jolo are looking into the possibility that the two bombings are linked. The injured was identified as Julie Halipa, 42, an employee of the Notre Dame College Cooperative. She was immediately rushed to a local hospital for medical treatment. Jolo municipal administrator Joseph Lo said the blast occurred near the Cathedral's stock room, which was filled with bamboo poles to be used for the church's renovation. Witnesses said a man aboard a motorcycle threw the grenade at the Cathedral and immediately sped away.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jul2000.nsf/provincial/20000727004
August

8/1/00 – Philippine Ambassador in Jakarta Bombed

A powerful bomb has killed three people and ripped apart a car carrying the Philippine ambassador as it entered his official residence in central Jakarta. Ambassador Leonides Caday and his chauffeur survived but were hospitalized. Indonesian President Abdurrahman Wahid linked the attack to ongoing Muslim rebel insurgency in the southern Philippines and not to ethnic and separatist violence or political turmoil in Indonesia 

http://www.atimes.com/
8/1/00 - Philippine Ambassador in Jakarta Bombed
Ambassador Leonides Caday and his chauffeur survived the lunchtime blast, which Indonesian President Abdurrahman Wahid linked to a Muslim rebellion in the southern Philippines rather than bloody separatist and religious violence or political turmoil in Indonesia.   Philippine Muslim rebels denied responsibility. The Philippine government condemned the attack and ordered all its embassies to be put on high alert.  Tuesday's blast rocked the capital's downtown at about 12:30 p.m.  Some victims had been badly mutilated and torn apart, witnesses said. Debris and shrapnel were scattered for hundreds of meters (yards). Several bloodied survivors walked around in a daze before emergency crews arrived.  Police initially put the death toll at three. However, they later reported that only two, an embassy guard and a woman street vendor, had been killed, said Jakarta deputy police spokesman Maj. Alex Mandalika. 

http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-08/MN080201.asp
8/2/00 – Filipino Journalists Released

Abu Sayyaf Muslim extremists, who have kidnapped dozens of people in recent months in the southern Philippines, have been paid cash and guns in exchange for freeing some of the hostages, according to intelligence sources. Two Filipino broadcasters from the ABS-CBN network are said to have been redeemed for five million pesos in cash and firearms including five M203 rifle-grenade launchers and five M16 assault rifles.  http://www.atimes.com/se-asia/se-asia.html
8/2/00 - Bombings

Three people were killed and dozens wounded when unidentified attackers bombed a town fiesta and a commercial center in the southern Philippines. Police had last night not established the motives behind the Monday night attacks but said there were no signs that Muslim rebels fighting for an Islamic state in the south of the mainly Catholic country were involved. Yesterday, a bomb blast outside the Jakarta home of the Philippines' Ambassador to Indonesia killed two people and wounded dozens, including the envoy. Indonesian President Abdurrahman Wahid said the explosion may be linked to violence in the southern Philippines, but the Moro Islamic Liberation Front, the larger of two Muslim guerrilla groups there, denied responsibility. In the fiesta bombing, three people died and 36 were injured in the blast in the middle of a crowd in Monkayo town 950km south of Manila.  An hour before that attack a businessman was injured when a grenade exploded at a commercial section in Jolo town in the Sulu islands, 240km southwest of Monkayo, police said. They said they saw no connection between the two blasts. The Jolo blast occurred about 15km from a mountainous jungle lair where the fundamentalist Abu Sayyaf rebels are holding at least 29 foreign and Filipino hostages. http://www.nzherald.co.nz/storydisplay.cfm?storyID=146424&thesection=news&thesubsection=world
8/8/00 – ASG has received $5.5 million in Ransom so far

Muslim rebels holding around 30 hostages in the southern Philippines have reportedly received $5.5m in ransom for the release of the handful of captives freed so far. Philippine military chief Angelo Reyes made the disclosure in a cabinet meeting led by President Joseph Estrada. Mr Reyes said the guerrillas were using the money to buy weapons for their separatist war. But Mr Estrada stopped short the discussion, apparently because of the presence of journalists covering the meeting. "We can talk about that privately, not in this forum," he said. The Philippines has a no-ransom policy. Muslim rebels from the Abu Sayyaf group seized 21 people from a Malaysian diving resort on 23 April and took them to the southern Philippine island of Jolo. They have since seized other hostages, including several foreign journalists and a party of Filipino missionaries. In recent weeks, they have freed two Germans, six Malaysians and two Filipino reporters. They have also released two teachers and a son of a soldier seized in previous kidnappings. Shortly after the first releases, there were reports the island had been flooded with crisp new high-denomination bills. But the Philippines and the other governments involved in the hostage crisis have repeatedly denied paying ransoms. Chief negotiator Robert Aventajado, who attended the cabinet meeting, declined to comment on Mr Reyes' remarks about the ransom. The remaining hostages include six French people, three Malaysians, two Germans, two Finns, two South Africans and 14 Filipinos. Presidential spokesman Ricardo Puno said the government was sticking to its no-ransom policy. He said ransom payments would help the Abu Sayyaf buy arms to "further kill, maim and injure Filipino citizens". "We're not in the business of trying to make these guys wealthy. They're criminals and they are terrorists and they will be treated as such," Mr Puno said. Police sources say the rebels have been demanding about $1m for each Western hostage and about $350,000 for each of the others. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_870000/870153.stm
8/9/00 – ASG demands $25 million 

JOLO, (ABS-CBN) - Abu Sayyaf bandits are demanding $25 million for the release of more than a dozen hostages, government intelligence sources said on Wednesday. This developed as defense secretary Orlando Mercado said that international terrorist Osama bin Laden has funded the Muslim extremist group. Five leaders of the Abu Sayyaf agreed to the ransom although it is not clear whether they expect the whole amount to be paid at once or in installments. The group is now discussing how the money will be delivered to them, the sources said. The proposed $25-million ransom will cover three Malaysians, two Germans, two French and two Finnish nationals, two South Africans, two Filipinos, and a Franco-Lebanese woman seized from a Malaysian resort and taken across the sea border to Jolo, Sulu last April 23. The ransom will also cover three French television reporters who ventured to the Abu Sayyaf's hideout last July 9 to interview the hostages. In addition, the ransom will also cover 12 Filipino evangelists of the Jesus Miracle Crusade who have been in the Abu Sayyaf jungle hideout for more than a month, the sources said. Thirteen evangelists originally went to the Abu Sayyaf lair to "pray over" the hostages, but one has been released reportedly to pursue the bandits' ransom demand. Three Filipino laborers seized by an Abu Sayyaf faction last week are not covered by the $25-million ransom demand, the sources said.

On Monday, Armed Forces chief of staff Gen. Angelo Reyes confirmed reports that a P245-million had been paid to the Abu Sayyaf in exchange for six Malaysians, five Filipinos, and a German woman despite Manila's policy against ransom payments. 

The agreement on a total ransom for almost all hostages surfaced, as an aide of Libyan mediator Rajab Azzarouq arrived in Jolo secretly on Tuesday. The aide, Mohamad Ismail, was fetched from a ferry by unknown armed men and escorted out of town, a correspondent from the Agence France Presse news agency witnessed. Local authorities said they had no advance warning of Ismail's visit and only learned about it later. It has been reported that Lebanon supposedly accepted an offer from Libya to pay $25 million for all the hostages, with priority to be given to Franco-Lebanese captive Marie Moarbes.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-aug2000.nsf/national/20000810057
8/9/00 – ASG Recruitment

The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) has deployed additional military intelligence operatives in several areas of Mindanao following reports that the Abu Sayyaf has intensified its recruitment operations, offering P100,000 cash for each new member. Intelligence reports reaching Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City, said several Abu Sayyaf members were engaged in recruitment operations, offering P100,000 plus a highpowered firearm to each recruit. Military sources said that the Abu Sayyaf members were moving around markets and other public places of Sulu, Basilan, and Zamboanga for their recruitment operations. There were qlso Intelligence sources claimed that Abu Sayaff leaders have doubled their security personnel in view of reports that some of their members were planning to take their leaders as hostages because of the huge amount of money in their possession. Government authorities has estimated that the Abu Sayaff has accumulated some P245 million in the kidnap-for-ransom activities during the recent months.  http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-08/MN081003.asp
8/16/00 – Filipina Hostage Released after 4 months

Muslim rebels in the southern Philippines have released a Filipina hostage kidnapped with 20 other people from a Malaysian diving resort almost four months ago. Reports say Lucrecia Dablo, 35, was driven into a small military camp near rebel-held territory on the island of Jolo and handed over to chief negotiator Robert Aventajado. Mr Aventajado said the other hostages, who come from six countries, would be freed before the weekend. Hopes had been high that the Abu Sayyaf rebels would free the nine Western captives in the group on Wednesday under a deal financed by Libya. But the releases were apparently delayed after the rebels became alarmed at military manoeuvres in the area. Mr Aventajado and Libyan negotiator Rajab Azzarouq arrived in Jolo on Wednesday to iron out the latest hitches. Libyan officials have played a key mediating role between the separatists and the Philippine Government since the start of the hostage drama. Newspapers have said Libya is paying $25m in ransom, but Mr Azzarouq has denied the reports. However he says Libya will fund social projects in the impoverished region. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_882000/882383.stm
8/18/00 – Three Malaysians Released after 4 months

Three Malaysians held by Muslim rebels in the southern Philippines have reportedly been released. The hostages, who had been held for four months on the island of Jolo, were ferried to Zamboanga in the southern Philippines, said chief government negotiator Robert Aventajado. Mr Aventajado said the remaining 28 Western and Filipino captives would be released after midday (0400 GMT) on Saturday. Speaking after a meeting with French, German, Finnish and South African ambassadors, he said he was confident, despite several previous disappointments. Military officials said an estimated $5.5m was collected by the rebels last month for the release of seven other hostages seized from the Malaysian diving resort of Sipadan. Some reports said the rebels had demanded an additional ransom of $1m for the release of the Malaysian hostages.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_885000/885393.stm
8/18/00 – Westerns Release Delayed

MANILA - The Westerners were to have been released today (8/17) in exchange for a payment that could reach several million dollars, but something has caused a delay. Officially, the reason is weather, but local officials say the real snag seems to involve money. The release has been brokered by Libya, which has sent a plane to fly the captives to Tripoli before they are sent home, and local reports say the Libyans are prepared to give the hostage-takers millions of dollars in what is being described as development aid. Awaiting release are two Germans, two South Africans, two Finns, two French citizens and a French-Lebanese woman as well as three Malaysians and a Filipino from the diving resort. Three French television journalists who trekked in to interview the hostages are also being held, as well as a dozen evangelical Christians who said they wanted to pray with them and may in fact have remained voluntarily. The Philippine military says as much as $5.5 million in ransom has already been paid to the kidnappers, a Muslim rebel group numbering only a few hundred. From among the original hostages a German woman, six Malaysian resort workers and several other captives were released after separate deals were struck. With those payments, the group, calling itself Abu Sayyaf and claiming to be fighting for a separate Muslim state, has entered the big time in the area's kidnapping industry. Now, with millions to spend, Abu Sayyaf could become a real military force.   

http://www.nytimes.com/library/world/asia/081800philippines-kidnapping.html
8/21/00 – Jolo Villages Fleeing

Thousands of villagers in Jolo have started to flee their homes and Abu Sayyaf guerrillas in Basilan have started to flex their muscle, both expecting a showdown between the military and the rebels once the latter release their remaining 28 hostages. The Armed Forces of the Philippines yesterday admitted that the military has identified all possible escape routes out of Sulu, studied the terrain in areas where the Abu Sayyaf is holding its hostages and made itself acquainted with the rebel group's battle tactics. At least 7,000 civilians had fled nine villages in the area where the rebels are holding their remaining hostages. Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. Angelo Reyes confirmed early this month that the Abu Sayyaf had raked in P245 million in ransoms paid for the release of seven hostages. The newly cash-rich guerrillas went on a weapons-buying spree. The ranks of the guerrillas had swelled to 4,500 and "each day the Abu Sayyaf numbers are increasing drastically," he said. The military has estimated the Abu Sayyaf strength to be more than 1,000 fighters with more than 500 firearms and operating mostly in Basilan, Sulu, Zamboanga del Sur, Zamboanga del Norte, General Santos and Sarangani. 

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/aug2000/aug22/news/news_5.htm
8/22/00 – ASG Seizes Fishing Boat Crews

ZAMBOANGA CITY—While hunkering down in slow-moving release talks for their 24 hostages, Abu Sayyaf rebels seized Aug. 14 and 17 the crews of two different fishing vessels, a mayor of Sulu said yesterday. The extremist rebels’ captives include five Chinese and six Taiwanese fishermen, he said, adding that the hostages were being held in one island municipality off the Jolo mainland. Abu Sayyaf members had wanted to bring the new captives to Sulu, where rebels are holding the 12 remaining hostages seized from Sipadan island, Malaysia, 12 Filipino evangelists and three French journalists, the mayor said. Their plans were thwarted, however, by the heavy military blockade in the area, he added. Military and police officials said they still have to confirm the report but did not discount the possibility of a new abduction. 

Fast craft 

The rebels kidnapped the new group by using a new fast craft purchased with some of the ransom paid for three Malaysian hostages freed earlier, according to the source. The official, quoting local sources, said the abduction took place in waters straddling the boundaries of the Philippines and Malaysia. There has been no alarm yet, the source said, because Chinese and Taiwanese crew usually stay on the high seas for months at a stretch. The bandits were banking on negotiating with the separate crew employers towards the end of the current Sulu hostage crisis. 

New captives 

The islet where the new captives are being held is only a few nautical miles from where the Sipadan hostages were first brought by their captors before being transferred to Patikul, Sulu. Basilan Gov. Wahab Akbar vowed to block any rebel landing in his territory. “I will deny them sanctuary; that’s definite,” Akbar stressed. The governor said he had already warned President Estrada of the Abu Sayyaf’s plan to kidnap a new batch of hostages just before the release of the Sipadan group. “The group is only waiting for the Sipadan hostages to be released before announcing the new kidnapping,” he added.

http://www.manilatimes.net/2000/aug/23/top_stories/20000823top1.html
8/22/00 – U.S. Offers to help Manila Combat ASG

THE UNITED States considers the Abu Sayyaf a "terrorist" group and would help Manila combat them if asked, a US Embassy spokesman said yesterday. Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad, too, said his government planned to help Manila secure the release of the remaining hostages, although he did not specify what kind of help to give. The two countries expressed their support for the Philippine government even as negotiators said Libya and the Philippines have decided to accept a formula for releasing the remaining 28 hostages of the Abu Sayyaf in at least two batches--the women first, followed by the men. The Abu Sayyaf "is in the US state department's watchlist, it's one of a number of organizations around the world that we consider terrorist organizations," US mission spokesperson Thomas Skipper told reporters yesterday. "The US is committed to helping any way it can to combat these groups, to help other governments combat these groups," Skipper said after attending a briefing on the hostage crisis by Foreign Secretary Domingo Siazon Jr. The form of assistance "would depend on what sort of help is requested," he added. 

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/aug2000/aug23/news/news_1.htm
8/23/00 – Libya to Pay Ransom Money to ASG

The United States has expressed concern at reports that Libya is prepared to pay ransom money to Muslim separatists holding foreigners hostage on Jolo in the southern Philippines. Libya said it would provide millions of dollars for development of Muslim communities if the hostages were freed. It denied that the promised payment was ransom money. Reports from Manila say Libya is now discussing payment of one-million dollars for the release of each hostage. 

An American State Department spokesman, Richard Boucher, said Washington opposed to the payment of any ransom, whatever the case. In Jolo, the rebels have released another local hostage. They're still holding twenty-seven people, including twelve foreigners. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_892000/892106.stm
8/23/00 – Estrada Declines U.S. Military Aid Offer

President Estrada said yesterday he does not favor a United States government's offer of aid in a military operation to break the impasse in the negotiations for the safe release of the 21 hostages from the hands of the Abu Sayyaf group. In an interview before leaving for his trip to Butuan City, Estrada said he is confident that the government, led by its chief negotiator Roberto Aventajado, can work out the early and safe release of the remaining hostages. "Hindi na kailangan yan. Kaya nating lutasin ito (There is no need for that. We can resolve it ourselves)," he said, referring to the US offer of military solution to end the protracted hostage crisis in Mindanao. Earlier, US embassy spokesman Tom Skipper and Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohammad expressed readiness to help the Philippine government resolve the impasse in the negotiation through a military operation. 

However, Press Undersecretary Michael Toledo said the govenrment is putting a high premium on the safety of the hostages, ruling out the option of a commando-type rescue operations against the Abu Sayyaf. But Toledo welcomed any foreign military or police assistance in tracing the presence of terrorists in the country, adding that the government remains committed to the global fight against terrorism. Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado also ruled out mounting calls by some quarters for stern action against the Abu Sayyaf. He disclosed that on the request of the govenrment negotiators, the military has loosened a cordon around Jolo in a bid to help facilitate the release of the hostages in one batch.  

http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-08/MN082402.asp
8/24/00 – Liyba and U.S. involvement in ASG Hostage Crisis

Libya and the United States are taking their fight into the southern Philippine backwater of Sulu, lending a sheen of big power intrigue to the activities of a small rebel group which branched out into lucrative kidnappings. The hapless pawns in the dispute are 10 European and two South African hostages, most of them held for more than four months by Muslim extremist Abu Sayyaf gunmen in the jungles of the tropical island. 

Libya’s Col. Moammar Gadhafi has exploited his country’s ties with some of the gunmen to ingratiate his government with the European Union by acting as mediator in negotiating the release of five French nationals, two Germans, a Franco-Lebanese, two Finns and two South Africans. They are among 29 hostages held by Abu Sayyaf gunmen in Sulu. Tripoli, using the resources of a charity run by one of Gadhafi's sons, came close to winning the release of the Westerners and more than a dozen Filipino hostages last weekend. The deal unravelled over a dispute over ransoms, according to Philippine government sources. Tripoli alleged the deal was sabotaged by "outside" forces but is pursuing its aim to resolve the crisis. 

Libya’s prominence has not sat well with Washington, which until last June considered Libya a rogue state, and which continues to classify Tripoli among seven nations accused of supporting terrorism. US State Department spokesman Richard Boucher on Tuesday criticized Libya’s role in the negotiations, adding that the US did not think "the payment of ransom for hostages is appropriate." A spokesman for the US Embassy in Manila later pointed out that Washington considered the Abu Sayyaf, some of whose leaders had studied in Libya, a "terrorist organization" and that "the US is committed to helping any way it can to combat these groups." President Estrada rejected the US offer of help. 

Rajab Azzarouq, a former Libyan ambassador to Manila, who is bargaining with the Abu Sayyaf kidnappers, insisted that his country assumed the mediating role following a request from European governments. Azzarouq said Germany, Finland, France, South Africa and even Lebanon – all of which have nationals among the hostages – had sought Libya’s help to mediate in the crisis. He denied reports that the Kadhafi Charitable Foundation was paying ransom to the Abu Sayyaf. 

Sources close to the negotiations, however, insist that ransom payments were the key issue in the talks with the gunmen. 

http://www.philstar.com/philstar/news.asp?bgcolor=&content_id=1426&mode=&category_id=4
8/25/00 – Police Arrest suspected ASG Ransom Payment Carriers

There are fears that rebels in the Philippines could call off plans to free a number of hostages after police arrested two men carrying $240,000 believed to be part of a ransom payment. The pair were detained as they tried to convert the cash into local currency at a bank in the southern town of Zamboanga. Police believe the men - said to be a security guard and a soldier absent without leave - were working for the Abu Sayyaf group responsible for kidnapping 21 people from a Malaysian island in April. The military says the rebels have been paid more than $5.5m for a number of releases so far despite the Philippine Government's official no-ransom policy. Government negotiator Farouk Hussain told the French AFP news agency that the arrests could complicate negotiations for the release of the remaining hostages. Reports said Abu Sayyaf leader Ghalib Andang had earlier agreed to free his captives in batches, although no dates have been given. But an official close to the negotiations was quoted as saying Mr Andang had now told a go-between there would be no releases unless the two arrested men were freed. However chief government negotiator Robert Aventajado said the arrests would not affect arrangements. Philippine President Joseph Estrada insisted on Friday the government had not paid ransoms. He suggested the intercepted money could have come from private or foreign sources. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_895000/895832.stm
8/28/00 – Six Foreign Hostages Released

Six foreign hostages freed by Muslim rebels in the southern Philippines are on their way to Libya, which played a crucial role in mediating between the rebels and the Philippine Government. But 18 others including six Westerners - three French, one German and two Finns - are still being held captive in the jungle on the island of Jolo after being abducted by the Abu Sayyaf group four months ago.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_898000/898190.stm
8/29/00 – Six Western Hostages Released after 5 months

Six western hostages freed by Muslim rebels in the southern Philippines after more than five months in captivity have arrived in the Libyan capital, Tripoli. The four women and two men were due to be welcomed by the Libyan leader, Muammar Gaddafi, who helped to secure their release. The hostages' families, along with senior French and German officials, are also in Tripoli. Both governments have thanked Libya for intervening. The Philippine government has meanwhile confirmed that the Abu Sayyaf rebels have abducted an American citizen and are holding him in their camp on the southern island of Jolo. According to reports, the group have accused the man of being a spy and say they will kill him unless the United States releases Ramzi Yousef, the man jailed for carrying out the 1993 bombing of the World Trade Center in New York. Abu Sabaya, is quoted as identifying the new hostage as 24-year-old Jeffrey Craig Schilling, who he said had been working in the region as a spy for the US intelligence agency, the CIA. The Libyan leader played a crucial role in negotiating a deal between the Muslim rebels and the Philippine government. Some reports suggest he paid $1m for each of the freed hostages, but both Libya and the Philippines have denied paying any ransom. A foundation headed by Colonel Gaddafi's son has however offered "development aid" to the impoverished region in exchange for the hostages. Unconfirmed reports have suggested the package is worth $25m. Libyan negotiator Rajab Azzarouq has expressed optimism that the remaining hostages will be released soon. "There is an agreement," he said. "They will be freed, it is a matter of time." Mr Azzarouq said he would return to the Philippines on Friday and that he hoped to secure the release of the remaining hostages by Saturday. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_901000/901367.stm
September

9/7/00 - Abu Sayyaf issues cellular phone 'text' threat to AFP official MANILA, (ABS-CBN) - A day after issuing a forewarning against Abu Sayyaf guerillas in Jolo, Sulu, an Armed Forces official reportedly received a death threat in his cellular phone in the form of a text message from the extremists. Armed Forces Civil Relations Service (CSR) chief Colonel Jaime Canatoy on Thursday disclosed to the media the high-tech intimidation. The Abu Sayyaf reportedly cautioned the CSR chief to shut his mouth or else he will loose his head. In a text message Canatoy received Thursday morning, the Abu Sayyaf reportedly gloated that they could easily kill him since they know of the inadequate security force guarding him. The threat was said to be in reaction to Canatoy's pronouncement on Wednesday that the Patikul-based Abu Sayyaf has been quarrelling over ideology, while those in Talipao have been at odds over the distribution of ransom money. Canatoy added it is possible for the bandits to eventually kill one another especially with the amount of wealth they have amassed. He believes this may eventually lead to the group's self-destruction. Though Canatoy seems unaffected, still he said he is taking precautionary measures saying he had ordered the tracing down of the cellular phone used in sending the text message. 

Ransoms

Last month, Armed Forces chief General Angelo Reyes admitted the rebel group amassed a total of P245 million from ransom paid for the release of some of its foreign captives being held in Talipao, Jolo. Canatoy's statement followed Defense secretary Orlando Mercado's pronouncement that the recent abduction of Afro-American Jeffrey Craig Edwards Schilling by the Basilan-based Abu Sayyaf is "motivated not by ideology but greed for money." "When money talks, ideology becomes silent," he was quoted as saying. The more notorious Basilan-based faction of the Abu Sayyaf led by Khadaffy Janjalani has been holding Schilling captive for more than a week now. Spokesman Abu Ahmad Salayuddi alias Abu Sabaya, said the abduction was meant to teach the United States and Philippine governments' a lesson. The Abu Sayyaf bloc stated they are demanding the release of three international terrorists jailed in the United States for involvement in the World Trade Center bombing in New York in 1993. But last week, a reliable source revealed the Muslim extremist group had demanded $10-million in "goodwill money" in exchange for the freedom of Schilling. Another band of Muslim extremist rebels headed by Galib Andang alias Commander Robot are still holding six foreign hostages, a Filipino, and 13 Christian evangelists of the Jesus Miracle Crusade led by Wilde Almeda.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-sep2000.nsf/provincial/20000908027
American Kidnapping

8/29/00 - Six Foreign Hostages Released, U.S. Citizen Kidnapped

As six foreign hostages released by Muslim rebels in the Philippines travel to Libya, the rebels are now claiming they have abducted a US citizen. A spokesman for the Abu Sayyaf group, which is holding six Westerners and 12 Filipinos hostage on Jolo island, told a radio station that Jeffrey Craig Schilling was abducted in the city of Zamboanga.  http://www.atimes.com/
8/29/00 – American Kidnapped

The Abu Sayyaf kidnapped on Monday an American national allegedly working as agent of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) of the United States of America. ASG spokesman Abu Sabaya said they kidnapped Jeffrey Craig Shilling in this city shortly before noon last Monday. Sabaya said they took the American to their camp in Patikul, Sulu on a speedboat. Government authorities in the city expressed surprise how the rebels were able to strike here and take the American unnoticed. The rebels said they had no intention at first to kidnap Shilling. It was Shilling who approached one of their members in this city and asked some questions about Abu Sayyaf operations. They decided to invite him to their camp in Sulu. In the camp, they started questioning Shilling who allegedly admitted that he works for the CIA. US government officials arrived here late yesterday aftrernoon and immediately met with military commanders of the Armed Forces Southern Command AFP-Southcom) based in this city. The conference was presided by Deputy Southcom chief Brig Gen Alberto Bragranza and was attended by the US consul general, a defense attache, a certain Colonel Page, a US Embassy regional security officer, a political officer, and personnel of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)  

http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-08/MN083002.asp
8/29/00 – American Kidnapped

HOURS after they released six Western hostages, Abu Sayyaf terrorists abducted in Zamboanga City an African-American they accused of being a Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) agent. In several broadcast interviews yesterday, Abu Sayyaf spokesman Abu Sabaya threatened to behead Jeffrey Craig Edward Schilling, of San Francisco, California, unless the United States and Philippine governments give in to their new demands, including international media coverage of the new hostage crisis. Government chief negotiator Robert Aventajado confirmed the abduction late afternoon. Quoting personal emissaries, he said Schilling was in Patikul, Sulu, at a camp headed by Sabaya. Five officials of the United States embassy arrived in Zamboanga City 5 p.m. The delegation included the US Consul General, the defense attaché, the political attaché, and representatives of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). They paid a courtesy call at the Southern Command headquarters. The rebel spokesman said they would not demand any ransom for Schilling. All conditions for the American’s release would be political, he stressed. “We demand for our principles, we demand for our religion, we demand for our ideology,” Sabaya said. The Abu Sayyaf leader said comrades had brought Schilling by boat to Patikul, where the rebels still hold 18 foreign and Filipino hostages. The Abu Sayyaf will release the full list of demands in three days, he added. http://www.manilatimes.net/2000/aug/30/top_stories/20000830top1.html
8/29/00 – ASG Threatens to Execute American

ZAMBOANGA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Abu Sayyaf bandits warned they would not hesitate to execute alleged US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) agent Jeffrey Craig Edwards Schilling whom they kidnapped on Monday, unless Washington frees World Trade Center bomber Ramzi Yousef and two other convicted international terrorists. "We will not hesitate to execute this American guy if President Estrada and US President Bill Clinton will not give in to our demands. This will be an embarrassing situation for them," threatened Abu Sayyaf spokesman Abu Sabaya through a local radio station. Chief hostage negotiator Robert Aventajado confirmed on Tuesday afternoon the veracity of Schilling's abduction. Sabaya announced over DXRZ radio in the southern city of Zamboanga earlier Tuesday that the gunmen are holding Schilling, whom they claim is a spy of the US CIA. Reportedly tortured, Schilling was forced to admit his affiliation, according to Senator Rodolfo Biazon who quoted a high-ranking military official. However, defense secretary Orlando Mercado declared that Schilling is not a CIA agent nor a member of the US military. Sabaya added that Schilling is a native of Minnesota with passport number 055689589. 

The Abu Sayyaf spokesman reiterated a demand they made months earlier that the US government should release Yousef and two other international terrorists, Abdurahman Omar and Abu Haider, who were jailed for the 1993 bombing of the World Trade Center in New York. It was unclear if Abdurahman Omar is Sheik Omar Abdel Rahman, a Muslim cleric arrested for plotting to bomb several New York City establishments. Haider is reportedly one of the teachers of an Abu Sayyaf leader. The demand was first aired at the height of the Basilan hostage crisis which started in March, involving 31 school children, teachers and a Claretian priest . Six were found tortured and eventually killed, including the priest, Fr. Rhoel Gallardo. Besides the release of the three terrorists, Sabaya said Abu Sayyaf has "two more demands" which they will disclose within three days. "We cannot reveal (them) now," Sabaya said. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-aug2000.nsf/national/20000830063
8/29/00 – U.S. Demands Unconditional Release of American Hostage

The United States on Tuesday demanded the unconditional release of an American man kidnapped in the southern Philippines, but said it would not pay any ransom or make deals with the Moslem rebels who seized him. State Department spokesman Philip Reeker said several U.S. officials had gone to the southern Philippines city of Zamboanga to speak to local officials about the kidnapping of Jeffrey Edwards Craig Schilling from Oakland, California. "The United States strongly condemns this latest kidnapping and we call for the immediate, safe and unconditional release of this hostage and the other hostages still held captive on the island of Jolo," Reeker told a news briefing. Reeker said the U.S. Embassy in Manila became aware of the hostage-taking early Tuesday and was in contact with the appropriate authorities to try and determine all the facts surrounding the case. He said the United States would not cut any deals with the Abu Sayyaf group to secure Schilling's release.   

http://www.reuters.com/news.jhtml?type=world&Repository=WORLD_REP&RepositoryStoryID=%2Fnews%2FIDS%2FWorld%2FOUKWD-PHILIPPINES-HOSTAGES_NEW.XML
August 30, 2000

U.S. EMBASSY PRESS STATEMENT ON 

KIDNAPPING OF AMERICAN CITIZEN

The U.S. Embassy has credible evidence that Jeffrey Craig Edwards Schilling, an American tourist, is being held hostage by the terrorist Abu Sayyaf Group on the island of Jolo.    

The United States strongly condemns this latest kidnapping.  We call for the immediate, safe, and unconditional release of Mr. Schilling and the others still being held captive in Jolo.   

The Embassy in Manila is working very closely and intensely with the appropriate authorities in the Philippines to gather more information.  An Embassy team is in Zamboanga to consult with officials there. 

We have no comment about any steps which might be taken to secure the release of the American hostage.  However, we want to make it very clear that the U.S. Government does not make deals with terrorists.  We will not pay ransom, change policies, release prisoners, or make any concessions that reward hostage-taking.  Doing so only encourages additional terrorism and therefore endangers innocent people.  We repeat that Mr. Schilling should be released immediately, safely, and unconditionally. http://usembassy.state.gov/posts/rp1/wwwh1152.html
8/30/00

SCHILLING KIDNAPPING

Abu wants Libya, Iraq, N. Korea, China in talks

ABU SAYYAF gunmen announced yesterday that "starting tomorrow, we are ready to negotiate with" the Philippines and the United States for the release of an American hostage, and made a bizarre demand for Libya, Iraq, North Korea and the "Republic of China" to join any negotiations. 

Earlier, the United States flatly rejected an Abu Sayyaf demand to free three Islamic fundamentalists from US prisons, while Malacañang took responsibility for resolving the new crisis but did not rule out "the possibility of international cooperation." 

In an earlier interview, the kidnapper said that aside from the release of convicted comrades in US jails, the Abu Sayyaf had two more demands "which we cannot say on air. 

US on Libyan help

Asked if the United States would accept Libyan help to secure Schilling's release, Reeker said, "We support efforts by negotiators, whomever they may be, to find a quick resolution" so long as ransom is not paid. US policy bars payments to buy hostage freedom. The statement came after the United States strongly criticized Libya for reportedly paying millions of dollars in ransom for other Western hostages released over the weekend. 

Libya: Let US ask

On Tuesday, Libyan foreign ministry official Hassuna al-Shaush said the Gadhafi Foundation, a charity backed by a son of Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi, would not "sneak away if its help were requested by the United States"--which accuses Gadhafi of exporting terrorism. But Libyan Ambassador to Manila Salem Adam yesterday said Libya would not offer its assistance unless the US asks for it. 

'RP's responsibility'

In Malacañang, Press Secretary Ricardo Puno said that President Estrada "has already instructed (officials) that negotiations would be pursued." Puno stressed that the "principal responsibility" of dealing with the Abu Sayyaf belonged to the Philippine government and that it would "discharge that responsibility." "Yes, of course we will negotiate for the release of the American. It is the Philippine responsibility to do so and let's see what happens beyond that," he said. But he added that any offer of help by the US government, or the "possibility of an international cooperation," would be studied. "The whole world is trying to counter terrorism so we cannot discount the possibility of some sort of international cooperation," he said. "But whether it means that the US (will) be asked to do something in this regard is far from clear at this point," he added. The US government has so far not asked to negotiate directly with the Abu Sayyaf, he noted. "Whatever happens here of course will be the decision of the Philippine government. (But) terrorism is an international problem," he told reporters. Puno recalled that the need to address international terrorism was one of the key points raised during President Estrada's meeting with US President Bill Clinton in Washington last month. 

Renewed threat

In another radio interview, Abu Sabaya renewed threats to kill Schilling after the United States said it would not make deals for his release. The caller told dxRZ radio that the hostage would be killed if Washington and Manila did not negotiate. "Maybe we will behead him," the caller said. Abu Sabaya earlier said the group would present detailed demands later this week but that these would include the release of jailed Egyptian cleric Sheikh Omar Abdel Rahman, World Trade bombing conspiracy mastermind Ramzi Ahmed Yousef and Abou Haider. Abu Sabaya's group beheaded two Filipino hostages in April when Washington rejected the same demand to free the three terrorists. 

The kidnapper warned of serious consequences if the Philippines opted for a military solution. 

US to consider helping 

In Zamboanga City, US Consul General John Patrick Caulfield said that the United States would coordinate with national and local Philippine authorities to secure Schilling's immediate and safe release. But he stressed that "the US government will look to the Philippine government to resolve this situation." Caulfield, who met with regional military and security officials in Zamboanga, said he was there to gather information about the kidnapping to relay to Washington in order for US authorities to "discuss" what kind of help they could offer Manila in this latest kidnapping. The US Embassy is "working very closely and intensely with the appropriate authorities in the Philippines," the statement said, dousing speculations it would also ask for Libya's assistance in the latest hostage incident. 

3rd American

Schilling is the third American to be kidnapped by the Abu Sayyaf, defense officials said. It abducted Protestant missionary Charles Walton in November 1993 and Roman Catholic priest Clarence William Bertellsman in July 1994. Both were later freed unharmed. 

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/aug2000/aug31/news/news_2.htm
8/30/00 – U.S. will grant ASG no concessions

The United States said on Wednesday it would give no concessions to Moslem rebels holding an American hostage in the southern Philippines but formally asked Manila for help in securing his release. "We will not pay ransom, change policies, release prisoners or make any concessions that reward hostage-taking," said a statement from the U.S. Embassy in Manila on the kidnapping of Jeffrey Schilling, from Oakland, California. Schilling, 24, was abducted by Abu Sayyaf rebels on Monday in the southern city of Zamboanga and is now being held on the island of Jolo along with a Filipino and six European hostages kidnapped months ago.  http://newsnet.reuters.com/cgi-bin/basketview.cgi?b=rcom:general&s=nSP249749
8/31/00 – ASG Threatens to behead American Hostage

Islamic militants in the Philippines have threatened to behead an American hostage unless the US agrees to release a jailed Islamic militant. "We do not joke, when we say we will behead someone, we will behead him," said a spokesman for the Abu Sayyaf rebels holding Jeffrey Schilling. Reports from the Philippines say he went to meet the leader of an Abu Sayyaf faction on the island of Jolo, where he was then captured. The United States has demanded the immediate release of Mr Schilling and other hostages still being held by Abu Sayyaf. A State Department spokesman said they should be released unconditionally and no ransom would be paid. "As far as paying ransom is concerned, US policy is very clear," said State Department spokesman Philip Reeker. "We do not make deals with terrorists, we will not pay ransom, we will not change policies, we will not release prisoners or make any other concessions that reward hostage taking," he added. His words were echoed by the Phillipines government, which is concerned that ransom payments will only encourage further hostage taking. "We cannot go on like this, we are just setting ourselves up for more problems in the future," said presidential executive secretary Ronaldo Zamora. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_903000/903971.stm
8/31/00 – American Hostage Background

ZAMBOANGA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - The story of a 24-year-old Filipina, Ivy Osani, and kidnapped American national Jeffrey Craig Edwards Schilling, has transformed from a modern-day internet love story to a tragic tale with twists and turns. Ivy and Jeff crossed paths via the Internet and were both swept off their feet. Hours of internet chatting and countless e-mails later, Jeff came to Zamboanga all the way from Minnesota to meet Ivy in person. Love at first chat apparently became love at first sight. Six months ago, Jeff converted to Islam and was reportedly even more religious than those born to the faith. Ivy recounted that they were married a month later. They rented a one-room apartment along Estrada st. in Zamboanga City and together made plans for a grand future. They were inseparable and went to the mosque every Friday. Jeff stayed home while Ivy went to school to finish a masters degree. Ivy said she cannot remember a time when they had meals apart. Abu Sabaya is a distant uncle of Ivy. His father, Hadji Arula Tilao, is the third cousin of Ivy's mother, Aida Ajijul, the municipal treasurer of Lantawan town, Basilan province. Sabaya was allegedly persistent in inviting the couple to visit the Abu Sayyaf lair in Patikul, Sulu province. Ivy and Jeff finally agreed to accept Abu Sabaya's invitation last August 27, Sunday. When they reached the outskirts of Jolo, their Abu Sayyaf escorts held on to Jeff while Ivy was ordered to return home. For the first time, supposedly against their will, they were separated. Ivy said she pleaded with the Abu Sayyaf to let her stay with Jeff. The bandits refused. Jeff reportedly asked her to go home so that she "won't miss (her) classes."

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-aug2000.nsf/provincial/20000901031
8/31/00 – American Hostage is Muslim

MILITARY and police intelligence officials and US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) sources yesterday linked American national Jeffrey Craig Edward Schilling to a militant organization of African-American Muslims, confirming initial suspicions of a “kidnap me” plot. The sources, who requested anonymity, said Schilling, also an African-American, is a member of the Abu Sayyaf, as well as the US-based “Nation of Islam.” Police officials, who requested anonymity, also confirmed that Schilling was a former agent of the CIA. They said the 24-year-old American went AWOL (absent without official leave) to work for the Abu Sayyaf cause. This was vehemently denied by the US Embassy in Manila. Schilling, the sources said, agreed to participate in the abduction to enable the Abu Sayyaf to demand that Washington release three Muslims convicted for their participation in the World Trade Center bombing in New York. They were identified as Ramsey Yousef, Egyptian cleric Sheikh Omar Abdel Rahman and Abou Haider. 

http://www.manilatimes.net/#main2
9/1/00 - Captors Reportedly Demand $10 million for Release of U.S. Hostage in Philippines - An Islamic separatist group holding an American hostage has demanded a $10 million ransom for his release, according to local officials. The new demand does not repeat a request for release of three Islamic militants held in the United States, the officials said. The captors, believed to be a splinter group of the Abu Sayyaf Muslims, had previously threatened to behead Jeffrey Schilling, 24, if the U.S. government did not release three Islamic militants held for the 1993 bombing of New York's World Trade Center. A spokesman for Abu Sayyaf held talks with a government negotiator identified as Roland Sarmiento in a communications patch-up provided by Zamboanga radio station dxRZ, and said he was ready for negotiations. "We promise nothing bad will happen to Schilling," the spokesman said. "The door is still open for negotiations, we're here waiting for Sarmiento." A local official said the Abu Sayyaf "did not make any mention of those jailed in the United States." He added that the group had also demanded an immediate payment of five million pesos ($111,000). The Abu Sayyaf agreed on Friday to let the Red Cross take in food and medicine for Schilling, who was abducted on Monday in the southern city of Zamboanga and taken to the island of Jolo. The United States has ruled out negotiating with the group, but Philipine officials said they will consider all options, including force, to secure the captive's release. 

http://my.cnn.com/jbcl/cnews/Go?template=qm&summary=off&type=word&query=philippines&uid=967835117789
9/6/00 - Schilling held in cage; 6 to be freed Friday 

JOLO, Sulu--Handcuffed American hostage Jeffrey Schilling is being kept like an animal in a wooden cage, intelligence sources said yesterday, while chief government negotiator Robert Aventajado announced that six European hostages would walk free tomorrow. 

Libyan envoy Rajab Azzarouq said the Gadhafi International Foundation, which has already bankrolled a deal involving the release of other Western hostages, would give a faction of the Abu Sayyaf $8-10 million in development assistance in exchange for the freedom of the six Europeans and one Filipino. The funds will be coursed through local officials in Mindanao, he told reporters. 

Another group of Abu Sayyaf gunmen has imprisoned Schilling in the crawl space of a nipa hut in their camp near Patikul town, the intelligence sources told Agence France Presse. Such crawl spaces are usually reserved for farm animals, agricultural implements, seeds and produce. The powerfully built 24-year-old from Oakland, California, has proven to be a difficult prisoner and was handcuffed and kept in the pen to prevent him from trying to grab the guns of his guards, the sources said. But the Associated Press, quoting a government emissary who visited the camp Tuesday, said Schilling had ended a several-day hunger strike but was still being held in a heavily guarded nipa hut. Schilling's legs were tied as a result of an earlier escape attempt, he said. 

From another hostage camp in Jolo, Abu Sayyaf commander Galib ''Robot'' Andang told Aventajado that his faction would release its six European captives on Friday. Andang agreed to free all six Europeans--three Frenchmen, two Finns and one German--tomorrow, Aventajado said. Negotiators said a Filipino who was kidnapped along with some of the Europeans would also be freed. 

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/sep2000/sep07/news/news_3.htm
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