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 President of the Republic of the Philippines


 Joseph “Erap” Ejercito Estrada 

"I will not play politics, I will not rule with vengeance, and I will give the last and greatest performance of my life in the service of the nation, and the upliftment of the lives of our people." 

Prepared: 10 April, 2000

Executive Summary

1.   Assessment:  Despite declining popularity, political attacks from the Senate and coup rumors, Joseph Ejercito Estrada, the President of the Republic of the Philippines will remain in office through the end of this year and probably through the remaining four years of his six-year term.  He will celebrate his 63rd birthday on 19 April, 2000.  A prominent actor and politician, his ‘Robin Hood’ image has been tarnished by perceptions of nepotism and corruption.  The business elite that controls Manila’s media has been very critical of Estrada, an outsider, whose economic policies challenge the status quo.  Currently, there is political maneuvering aligning against Estrada; grass roots movements to oust him; and persistent coup rumors.  While it is unlikely a government takeover will occur, mounting media prompted dissatisfaction with Estrada’s administration will pressure him to resign before his term is expired.  However, he sees himself as a champion of the poor and will continue to fight the barons of Manila, despite poor reviews; and push for constitutional changes to open the Filipino economy which he hopes will increase employment and wages for the country’s working class.   

2.   Background: In May 1998, the Philippine Congress proclaimed Vice President Joseph Estrada, a college dropout who made it big in movies and then became a bigger star in politics, the country's 13th president.  Estrada gained a devoted following, particularly among the country's many poor, during several decades as an actor in B-movies playing the roles of tough guys who stood up against injustice. He parlayed his popularity into a successful political career, first winning election as mayor of a Manila suburb, then as senator and vice president.  Estrada has said that he will not extend his stay in office past 2004 and has thereby politically freed himself to pursue dramatic, albeit unsettling, economic changes.  He wants to leave a legacy of eradicating poverty in the Philippines. He has said, “I will not have succeeded if I have not reduced the poverty level from 32% to 10%…I would like to remembered as the President who championed the cause of the masses”. Some of Estrada's proposals have been controversial. He has infuriated critics with his plan to change the constitution to allow foreigners to buy and own Filipino land, and to allow outside Asian investors to build casinos. Estrada insists these are the only ways to get the country's economy moving forward.  
3. Discussion: As a national movie star, Estrada used to play Robin Hood-type roles in his pictures, taking from the rich to give to the poor. And he used that same appeal to win the Presidential Palace in 1998, promising to end widespread poverty in his country.  Indeed, [image: image4.jpg]


he told voters his Administration would be "pro-poor."  But after nearly two years in office, his reviews are mixed. Growth rates have risen to 3.2% after two years of recession. But most Filipinos say their lives haven't materially improved. While Estrada espouses a champion of the poor image, he is no choirboy.  Another facet of his character is his  ‘machismo’ persona, that of a heavy drinking, pugilist, playboy.  So that, in addition to upsetting the business elite in Manila, his vices provide ammunition for the media that is being used to offend Filipino Catholic sensibilities.  He has been openly ridiculed for scandalous behavior, including siring seven illegitimate children.  


Prepared: 10 April, 2000

Joseph “Erap” Ejercito Estrada 
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1.  Assessment: Despite the coup rumors, increasing political opposition and attacks, President Estrada will not be overthrown or removed from office.  A former actor and strong character who sees himself as a champion of the poor, President Estrada truly believes in his policies and has survived “bad reviews” before, both in his political and acting careers.  The military has no interest in taking power and Estrada’s opponents in the Senate are united only in their opposition to Estrada’s economic policies.  Nonetheless, President Estrada is in for some rough months as he continues to push for constitutional change to allow for greater foreign investment in the Philippines.  Manila’s elites see his policies and ideas as a threat and will exploit his personal foibles and the country’s continued widespread problems to attack his administration.  It remains to be seen if the President’s political opponents can orchestrate his removal over the long term but one thing is certain, President Estrada will not resign.  President Estrada will push the war against Muslim Separatists, try to bring ASEAN to a unified position on behavior in the Spratly Islands and work to constrain Chinese actions in the South China Sea.  But he will not retreat from his domestic positions or policies.
2.  Background:  In May 1998, the Philippine Congress proclaimed Vice President Joseph Estrada, a college dropout who made it big in movies and then became a bigger star in politics, the country's 13th president.  Estrada gained a devoted following, particularly among the country's many poor, during several decades as an actor in B-movies playing the roles of tough guys who stood up against injustice. He parlayed his popularity into a successful political career, first winning election as mayor of a Manila suburb, then as senator and vice president.  Estrada has said that he will not extend his stay in office past 2004 and has thereby politically freed himself to pursue dramatic, albeit unsettling, economic changes.  He wants to leave a legacy of eradicating poverty in the Philippines. He has said, “I will not have succeeded if I have not reduced the poverty level from 32% to 10%…I would like to remembered as the President who championed the cause of the masses”. Some of Estrada's proposals have been controversial. He has infuriated critics with his plan to change the constitution to allow foreigners to buy and own Filipino land, and to allow outside Asian investors to build casinos. Estrada insists these are the only ways to get the country's economy moving forward.  

3.  Discussion:   President Estrada’s approach to politics and his policies are in many ways extensions of his movie roles.  He played Robin Hood-type roles in his pictures, taking from the rich to give to the poor. And he used that same appeal to win the Presidential Palace in 1998, promising to end widespread poverty in his country.  Indeed, [image: image5.png]-3
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he told voters his Administration would be "pro-poor."  But after nearly two years in office, his reviews are mixed. Growth rates have risen to 3.2% after two years of recession. But most Filipinos say their lives haven't materially improved. While Estrada espouses a champion of the poor image, he is no choirboy.  Another facet of his character is his  ‘machismo’ persona, that of a heavy drinking, pugilist, playboy.  So that, in addition to upsetting the business elite in Manila, his vices provide ammunition for the media that is being used to offend Filipino Catholic sensibilities.  He has been openly ridiculed for scandalous behavior, including siring seven illegitimate children.

A. Estrada’s Biography:
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(1). The “Black Sheep” - President Joseph Estrada of the Philippines was born on April 19, 1937, in Tondo, a ghetto area of Manila and once the home to the toughest and poorest of the poor, to Engineer Emilio Ejercito (deceased) and Maria Marcelo. His father worked for the government. Joseph's mother, a simple housewife, studied music at the Colegio de Santa Rosa.  Estrada was the eighth of 10 children. In high school he had been busted from the Ateneo for hitting an American classmate inside the toilet. The American provoked the young Ejercito to use his fists for bullying a Filipino boy. After high school, Joseph decided to study engineering to follow in the footsteps of his father. But in his third year at Mapua in 1957, he decided to try the movies. Displeased with his decision to drop out of college, his parents forbade him to use his family name. His father would not allow the  ''black sheep'' to tarnish the family name.  So, the actor took the first name he chanced upon in the phone book, "Estrada" (Spanish for street) as a screen name, and "Erap” ("Pare" or friend spelled backward) as a nickname. 
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(2). The Actor - In terms of achievements and success in the Filipino film industry, Joseph Estrada is incomparable, both as an actor and as a producer. Before Estrada no other movie star had received the highest gift that the Filipinos can bestow.  He was the first Famas Hall of Fame awardee for Best Actor (1981) for receiving the Best Actor Award for five consecutive years and was a Hall of Fame awardee as a Producer (1983).  During his movie career, he played the lead role in more than a hundred movies and produced [image: image8.jpg]


more than 70 films. 

Erap was also responsible for putting up the Movie Worker Welfare Foundation, Inc. (MOWELFUND). The foundation gives financial assistance to the poor as well as free medical and burial services. He spearheaded several projects, which helped workers from the film industry. This is just one of the many reasons why Erap was one of the institutions in the film industry. It was in the movie industry where Erap harnessed his characteristics that made him the man that he is. 
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(3). The Politician:
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a) Mayor of San Juan - Estrada entered politics when he ran for mayor of San Juan in 1968. He was only proclaimed mayor in 1969, after he won an electoral protest against Dr Braulio Sto Domingo. Mayor Joseph Estrada took his oath off in front of Judge Andres Reyes on 5 August, 1969. As expected, he fulfilled his promise to professionalize the police force, build new schools and cement the roads. He built a reputation as an unconventional administrator who roughed up rogue policemen as if he were still in one of his movie sets.  Since he began to serve his people as mayor, he never received his salary. He allotted it as funds for the less fortunate people of San Juan, for the sick, for funeral assistance and for the employees of his local government. As mayor (1969\86), Estrada was named one of the Ten Outstanding Young Men in Public Administration. He also was named Most Outstanding Mayor and Foremost Nationalist (1972) and Most Outstanding Metro-Manila Mayor (1972). [image: image12.jpg]



b) Senator Estrada - After 16 years as San Juan mayor, Estrada ran for the Senate and won. On June 30, 1987, Estrada swore in front of Justice Andres Narvasa.  He held the office for five years.  In that span, he sponsored three bills. On Jan. 14, 1989, he was named Outstanding Senator by the Philippines Free Press weekly magazine.

He was one of the most vocal opponents of the Philippine-U.S. Military Bases Agreement. In 1991, when the agreement was up for renewal, Estrada was the first Senator to deliver a privilege speech against the agreement’s extension, and he voted for the agreement's termination. He explained that it was not because he had anything against Americans but that because he wanted the Philippines to reclaim its full sovereignty.  Estrada was one of the nine senators who opposed the extension of the U.S. military base's stay in the country. Estrada pointed that "the real safety of our country is not in the hands of foreigners, rather, it is in the hands of an independent nation." 

For people to know that he meant business in his opposition for the continuous deployment of the U.S. military bases in the country, Estrada made the film "Sa Kuko ng Agila." For his leading lady, he got Rep. Nikki Coseteng, a congresswoman who was also against the military bases. The film was of great help for the campaign against the U.S. bases. 
On January 14, 1991, Estrada became one of the Outstanding Senators given by the Philippine Free Press.  On April 10 of the same year, Estrada was given a Doctor of Humanities honoris causa by the University of Pangasinan in Dagupan City for his "exemplary record of humanitarian service and selfless devotion to public welfare."
c) Vice-President Estrada - On March 30, 1992, Estrada officially announced his vice-presidential candidacy under the Nationalist People's Coalition-Partido ng Masang Pilipino. The coalition's standard bearer, Eduardo Cojuangco Jnr, lost his bid for the presidency, but Estrada won and took his oath to serve along with President Fidel Ramos. [image: image13.jpg]


June 30, 1992 at the Rizal Park, thousands of Filipino people from all over the country  witnessed Joseph "Erap" Ejercito Estrada's oathtaking in front of Chief Justice Andres Narvasa as the elected Vice President of the Philippines. Then President-elect Fidel Ramos, then First Lady Amelita Ming Ramos and Doctor Loi Ejercito Estrada witnessed the event.  

A week after, the new Vice President had another oath taking, this time as the Chairman of the Presidential Anti-Crime Commission (PACC).  In little more than a year, PACC solved 300 criminal cases.  

Some of these are as follows:
· The slaying of Carmelito Calasan, the country's 15th most wanted criminal, who was involved in the kidnapping of Jack Chou and other series of bank robberies; 

· The arrest of suspected killers of De La Salle student Mark Paglinawan; 

· The rescue of kidnap victim Francisco Bernabe and the return of the P2.7 million ransom money; 

· The rescue of kidnap victim Teofilo Garcia, the return of the P1.2 million ransom money as well as the arrest of the three suspected kidnappers; 

· The capture of the Almira Gangwho was responsible for the numerous robbery and hold-up cases in Metro Manila; 

· PACC's first encounter with the Red Scorpion Group (RSG) and the slaying of its leader Alfredo de Leon, the country's Public Enemy No. 1. 

Besides his responsibility as the PACC Chairman, Estrada also fulfilled several diplomatic missions for the government. His trip to South Africa for the inauguration of South African President Nelson Mandela was a rousing success. The two leaders had a private conversation at the Presidency Building in Pretoria. He was called a "winner" by several local newspapers in the country because of his productive trip to South Africa and his success in enhancing the bilateral relations between the two countries.
Aside from his meeting with Nelson Mandela, then President Ramos assigned a task to Estrada, to talk to then Indonesian Prime Minister Ali Alatas regarding the controversial Asia-Pacific Conference in Manila and the issue on human rights violation in East Timor, a Catholic province in Indonesia. Because of this, the President labeled him as a "peacemaker".
Guam also invited Vice President Estrada. During his visit there, in front of the 40,000 members of the Filipino-American Chamber of Commerce he was able to talk about the Philippines' continuous economic growth and its [image: image14.jpg]


potentials in terms of foreign investments. In spite of the numerous tasks and responsibilities given to him, he still had time to attend to the welfare of the Filipino youth. It was on August 24, 1993 when Estrada launched the Philippine Drug Abuse Resistance Education (PhilDate), the only drug prevention program in the country that is spearheaded by selected police officials who were trained to teach the youth and orient them about the DARE Curriculum. 
In 1993, Estrada was awarded by ABS-CBN as the Man of the Year- an award he truly deserved.
d) President Estrada - Estrada was elected to the office of President of the Republic of the Philippines in 1998 and will serve a 6-year term through 2004. He's the only college dropout, along with the country's first president, Emilio Aguinaldo, to rise to the presidency. He is the first Filipino leader for decades who does not come from the traditional Filipino power bases of privileged families and the military. If only his father, Manila City engineer Emilio Ejercito, could see him now.  
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President Joseph Ejercito Estrada takes his oath of office before Supreme Court Chief Justice Andres Narvasa at the historic Barasoain Church in Bulacan. Mrs. Luisa "Loi" Ejercito is shown holding the Bible over which the new President swore to uphold the law. Behind and to his side are members of his family and bosom friend movie actor Fernando Poe, Jr. 

(4). Erap’s Family:
[image: image16.jpg]


Estrada is married to the former Luisa Loi Pimentel, whom he met one summer while she was working as a clerk in a mental hospital. In the 1950s, he took a summer job as ambulance driver for the National Mental Hospital and met his future wife, Luisa, a psychiatrist seven years his senior who bore him three children. 
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Left: President Estrada and First Lady Luisa "Loi" Ejercito. (Standing from left), San Juan Mayor Jinggoy Estrada, Jacqueline and Jude.
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Right: President Estrada administers the oath of office to eldest son, San Juan Mayor Jinggoy Estrada, during a brief ceremony at the municipal hall. Also in the photo (from left) are First Lady Dr. Luisa "Loi" Ejercito Estrada, Julian, Joseph Luis, Precy and Jenela.

(5). Erap’s Proclivities: 

Eraption - His characteristic way of speaking English has been immortalized in a book called "Eraption: How to Speaking English Without Really Trial." 

A lot of Erap self-deprecating humor emanates from his lack of command of English. Erap's mangling of the English language is a symbol of his lack of respect for the language and what it represents, and he wears it on his chest like a medal. Erap is on record as saying that "English is the language of liars and rogues". Whenever someone speaks to him in English, he says, he primes himself for deceit. The better one's command of English, the more likely he is a cheat.

According to the book, Erap's eccentricity was evident even when he was at school. In a class, Erap smugly displayed his knowledge of dinosaurs -- he knew of ''the tyrannosaurus, the brontosaurus and the thesaurus''. And his definition of bacteria -- ''the backdoor of the cafeteria''.

A teacher once praised him for his ability to remember names. He beamed. ''I've a pornographic memory,'' he said. And when asked whether he was asthmatic, he replied: ''No, I've always been Catholic.''
Estrada, when elected vice-president of the Philippines, was asked about his view on “unicameralism” - the plan to merge the Filipino congress and senate into a single house. 

''The democratic system is still the best for us,'' he replied. ''We should not entertain communism, unicameralism and other isms.'' 

It's this uncanny knack of mangling the English language, which earned Estrada notoriety, and popularity, in Filipino politics. He is especially distinguished for his penchant in dispensing new meanings to a stream of English words.

Playboy - Apart from his bad English, Erap has the infamous reputation of being an unrepentant womanizer.  At one singing party, before breaking into a rendition of his favorite tune, he announced: ''I'd like to dedicate this song to my one-and-only, and they are the following ...''  Estrada, at the peak of his movie career, admits to having led a wild life. He also does not deny siring a total of about seven children by other women.  He  supports them all equally in the style he can afford. He's several times a millionaire from his movie earnings which he invested shrewdly, mainly in real estate. 

Populist - Estrada has always been an advocate of the native Filipino languages. Wherever he speaks in public, he uses the vernacular. 

Likes to Eat - His love of good food is betrayed by his waistline. He loves eating as much as cooking. He has been known to fly off to Hong Kong to try out the dishes of a new restaurant. 

Vices - He says he has given up all vices, having stubbed out the last of his cigarettes. When moving from the office of Vice-President to President, he promised to give up smoking. One way of ridding himself of the "Vice" pronoun on his title he said.

Religion - Though a baptized Roman Catholic, he goes to church only on his birthday and Christmas day and believes in the ancient Chinese geomancy known as feng shui. 

Sleep - A night owl.

Not an intellectual - He admits books give him a migraine, and says listening to speeches makes him sleepy. 

B. The Road from Popularity to Unpopularity
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June 1998 - Joseph Estrada sworn in as president of Philippines                          Joseph Estrada, a former B-movie star loved by the masses, took his oath Tuesday as the Philippines' 13th president at a church where Asia's first republic was inaugurated a century ago. Estrada, who won an overwhelming victory in elections on May 11, has pledged to devote his six-year term to narrowing the gap between the country's rich and poor.  Estrada says he will continue most of Ramos' economic reform policies but will focus on helping the poor and agriculture. Estrada has also pledged to crack down on official corruption and solve the country's severe crime problem within six months. The new president, a college dropout with a swagger, mustache and bouffant hairstyle, gained a devoted following among the country's many poor during several decades as an actor in B movies, playing tough guys who stood up against injustice. He parlayed his popularity into a successful political career, first as mayor of a Manila suburb, then as a senator and vice president. He won the May 11 polls by one of the largest margins ever in a free Philippine election. The polls were also among the Philippines' most peaceful, although at least 45 people were killed. Many in the traditional Philippine elite have looked askance at Estrada, considering him an undereducated buffoon with little ability to lead the country's economy through the murky waters of Asia's devastating currency crisis. Estrada freely admits little proficiency in economics and says he will depend on a stable of 30 economic advisers who range from leftist academics to conservative bankers. He also openly acknowledges a history of womanizing, heavy drinking and gambling, but insists he now has given up all vices -- including cigarette smoking, which he quit several weeks ago. His landslide victory prompted many to predict a long political "honeymoon" as president. Estrada also has taken on much of the Philippine Congress with a pledge to eliminate "pork barrel" funds often misused by congressmen. 

February 24, 1999 - Excerpt from Keynote Address of President Estrada at the 10th Asia Society Corporate Conference, Shangri-La Hotel, Makati City


 “One important lesson (from the Asian economic meltdown) is that we all must do our national homework. The weaknesses in our financial and corporate sectors - which made our economies vulnerable to sudden shifts in international financial flows - are now being addressed. Entire financial systems are undergoing needed shake-ups. Economic restructuring, however painful, is being pursued in earnest. The ongoing structural adjustments are mainly designed to break a vicious circle: capital outflows push currencies down and create insolvency risks for companies with foreign debts which then add momentum for further capital outflows. Complementing these adjustments are other efforts, like improving economic data, making budgets and monetary policy more transparent, and building on international standards in accounting, disclosure, bankruptcy codes, and other areas critical to the operation of private markets.”

April 23, 1999 - Estrada Lambasts Newspaper Owners 
The President yesterday dropped a hint on the identity of the ''big businessmen'' he had earlier claimed were deliberately out to discredit him: the owners of big newspapers, whom he said had a ''hidden agenda.'' From the information he ''was able to get,'' he said, he had tagged those who are supposedly gunning for him as ''big businesses which own the big newspapers.'' ''I don't know their agenda,'' he said, without naming individuals or papers.  ''They definitely want to discredit my administration although records show that my administration, since I took over, has gained the confidence of domestic and foreign investors,'' he told reporters at the Villamor Airbase yesterday before catching a flight to General Santos City. When asked if politicians were backing the allegedly intentional move to discredit him, the President said: ''I cannot comment on that. We don't know yet their hidden agenda.'' ''Economically, we're on our way to recovery, but still people want to discredit me. They even attack me on personal issues which are things of the past,'' the President said. On Wednesday, he claimed that unnamed big businessmen who did ''not want to see me succeed'' had ''hired public relations practitioners to destroy my credibility.'' ''Things are getting better which is why our critics are getting desperate,'' the President told freemasons in a later speech in General Santos City. The business families that own or control the top English-language broadsheets in the country include the Prietos (Inquirer), the Yaps and Yuchengcos (Bulletin); the Razons and Sorianos (Manila Standard); the Gokongweis (Manila Times); the Gos and Belmontes (the Philippine Star group); and the Lucio Tans, the Eduardo Cojuangcos and the Amado Macasaets (Malaya). Between all the families, most of the major industries and some of the largest business interests in the country are represented. 
April 26, 1999 – Address to University of the Philippines (UP) Graduates
Mr. Estrada said his administration was not exerting pressure on businessmen, but was instead helping them, including those who own newspapers critical of his presidency. ''We have not exerted any pressure on any businessman or any business sector for that matter. We have encouraged them, we are helping them,'' Mr. Estrada told reporters. The President responded to recent advice from a few lawmakers that he should exercise tolerance toward newspaper reports criticizing his administration. ''Who's been saying that? Another newspaper?'' he asked. In his speech before some 4,300 UP graduates, the President aired his gripes against the media, even though he said on Saturday that the press was a ''big help'' to his administration. ''I have been getting criticisms from all over that aim for nothing other than to destroy my credibility,'' he said. ''Clearly, our economy is on its way to recovery and things are getting better. But there are certain quarters in our society who obviously do not want me to succeed,'' he also said. Mr. Estrada said that while ''some newspapers'' might find him wanting in the first nine months of his term, ''the dean of the department of economics of the world, the International Monetary Fund, thinks the economy under me is doing well.'' At the same time, he claimed that he did not mind being criticized by the media. ''As a matter of fact, I need them as a check and balance for my decisions. But we all know the difference between constructive criticisms and destructive lies,'' he said. The President was well applauded by an enthusiastic crowd of graduating students, faculty and parents. He titillated the crowd by referring to UP as the ''No. 1 state university.'' Mr. Estrada said that while he had not had the chance to study there, he had surrounded himself with advisers from the university. ''More than 70 percent of my Cabinet advisers have come from this institution. And I am proud to say that the UP community is one of the few intellectual elites that have not shied away from being associated with me,'' he said, eliciting laughter and applause. Mr. Estrada is an Ateneo de Manila University dropout. ''I thought that if a college dropout like me became a President, you have better chances of being President since you graduated from the premier university in our country,'' he said.  He said he had declined an honorary doctorate from UP because he had not done much yet for the country. He said he would accept the honor later in his term

	


October 20, 1999 - Philippine President Estrada: "I Have to Aim High”
In a Q&A, he talks about his economic and social goals, and takes on his critics 

As a national movie star, Philippines President Joseph Estrada used to play Robin Hood-type roles in his pictures, taking from the rich to give to the poor. And he used that same appeal to win the Presidential Palace last year (1998), promising to end widespread poverty in his country. Indeed, he told voters his Administration would be "pro-poor." But after one year in office, reviews are mixed. Growth rates have risen to 3.2% after two years of recession. But most Filipinos say their lives haven't materially improved.

Some of Estrada's proposals have been controversial. He has riled critics with his plan to change the constitution to allow foreigners to buy and own Filipino land, and to allow outside Asian investors to build casinos. Estrada insists these are the only ways to get the country's economy moving forward.

At his splendid home at the Malacanang Presidential Palace in Manila, tastefully furnished in European style, Estrada spoke recently with BusinessWeek's Manjeet Kripalani. Here are edited excerpts from their conversation:

Q: What is your top priority?
A: My top priority is to have an open market policy and to privatize. I assumed office at the height of the Asian crisis, and leading the economy back on the growth path has been the most important thing. My special focus is the living conditions of the poor. I want to eradicate poverty. Food security is a problem. We used to export sugar and rice, now we import both. By 2002, we will be rice-sufficient. By 2004, we will hopefully be exporting again.

Q: In which sectors are you encouraging foreign investment?
A: I would like to attract long-term foreign investment in building factories in the electronics sector. But unfortunately, our constitution is so protectionist, the most protectionist among Asian countries. It restricts foreign investment to 40% in media, transport, etc. So I'm fighting for an amendment in the constitution. I want that [restriction] lifted. I want foreigners to own land. For example, they will be able to put up hotels, factories, and industries. We already have 4 million Filipino workers overseas. So instead of exporting our people, I dream of exporting products.

Q: You have been in office for over a year now. What do you think has been your greatest achievement so far?
A: I was able to lead the economy back on the growth track. When I assumed office our GNP and GDP was negative, minus 6% and minus 2%. We were able to overcome that. Our GNP is now 3.8%, and GDP is 3.2%. That's quite an achievement, ahead of Thailand and Malaysia.

Q: What legacy do you wish to leave?
A: I will not have succeeded if I have not reduced the poverty level from 32% to 10%. Yes, it is very ambitious, but I have to aim high. I would like to remembered as the President who championed the cause of the masses. They are the ones responsible for putting me here. I know that six years [his term in office] may not be enough for a life's ambition. But we are putting in measures that will lead toward the attainment of this vision. That means issuing a fair and free economy as regards to business activity, as well as a peaceful and safe environment for our people.

Q: What are literacy rates in the Philippines?
A: Very high. Compared to our neighboring countries, I would say we are 75% to 80%. We have 108 universities in the country, all over. Yet, almost all our engineers, nurses and doctors, professionals, are in other countries. Even in the U.S., there are so many of our nurses.

Q: What role can the Philippines play in the Asian economic recovery?
A: Among the ASEAN [Association of Southeast Asian Nations] countries, I was chosen as spokesman for the poor. That is my forte.

Q: Your critics say that a lot of old buddies are back in your Administration...
A: That's not true. Among all my Cabinet members, only one is identified as being with the Administration of the late President [Ferdinand] Marcos; only one of 34 Cabinet members.

Q: No, your buddies...
A: No, no way. On the record, I have not a single friend who was able to get a single cent from any government institution. I can tell you that these are all lies. These are all critics who try to slander everything. These are baseless charges. I assure you that since I've assumed office, there is not one single friend who was able to get any loan from any government financial institution; even the friend who owns Philippine Airlines. He was begging me to bail out Philippine Airlines because creditors were ganging up on Philippine Airlines. But sad to say, though he helped me during the last campaign, I was not able to reciprocate. I told him that I already had a policy that there would be no government guarantees, no government bailout on private corporations or industries. So I have maintained that policy. I could easily have helped a buddy. But I didn't. So I would say these are charges of the opposition to really discredit me. 

October 28, 1999 - Poll Pressure

Philippine President Joseph Estrada's administration has been dogged by allegations of cronyism, and the cornerstone of his administration--his ambitious anti-poverty program--has moved at a snail's pace. Yet he has constantly confounded his critics. Estrada's popularity ratings have steadily risen, from 60% September 1998 to 65% in June, earning him the Reaganesque "Teflon president" moniker. 

But lately, political life hasn't been so smooth. This month, he rejected a trade union demand to increase the minimum daily wage by 125 pesos ($3.10). He refused to give teachers a bonus they had been promised by his predecessor, Fidel Ramos. And finally, a key anti-poverty aide decided she couldn't work with him any more. 

Karina Constantino-David, head of Estrada's mass housing program, complained that the president had hired a "large number of presidential advisers, consultants and assistants," resulting in the housing program's "disarray." Her resignation jolted Manila: Constantino-David was one of only two top officials with grassroots support. Developers had lobbied fiercely against her moves to focus the country's housing program toward the poorest. 

According to pollsters Pulse Asia, Estrada's net approval rating--the difference in percentage between those expressing approval and disapproval--dropped steeply from 65% to 44% in early September, although the numbers remain respectable. In response, Estrada spokesman Fernando Barican says the president has decided "to sacrifice popularity points for correct governance." 

It may not be an alarm bell. However, it certainly looks like a wake-up call for a president who has been boasting that while the nation's upper classes and business community may detest him, he has the Filipino masses behind him. 

January 13, 2000 - The Philippines, Facing a New Century

Excerpt from Speech of President Estrada to 3rd Conference of the Foreign Correspondents Association of the Philippines:

“When I last addressed the foreign correspondents association of the Philippines in October 1999, my satisfaction ratings in the surveys had just dropped. Now I am addressing you again after another drop in the same ratings. If there is a correlation between the two events, I will have to ask you to stop inviting me for a while!” 

”And then again, according to a survey of the social weather stations, or SWS, taken in December 1999, 72 percent of Filipinos say that President Estrada "can get things done", 71 percent say he is "honest and trustworthy", 68 percent say he "has a clear plan for solving the country's problems", and 66 percent say he "cares about the need of the people like you".” 

”What I hear from this and the other surveys is that the people may not be as satisfied as they used to be by my performance, but a strong majority still are confident that I can hack it.”

“That puts me in a happy mood to greet you at the beginning not just of a new year, not just of a new century, but of a new millennium. Somehow, looking at the future in terms of a thousand years enlarges our perspectives and our objectives. It inspires us to look farther, to aim higher, and to move faster.” 

”We cannot, of course, plan for a thousand years, or even for a hundred years. But we can plan for the remainder of my term. And the plan should lay the foundations for building the country's long-term future and for enabling us to propel ourselves way into the twenty-first century.” 

”Let us first dwell in the relative comfort of setting targets for the year 2000.” 

”We see our real GNP growing at a rate ranging from 4.5 to 5.5 percent, and our real GDP, at a rate of 4 to 5 percent. This is an improvement over the estimated 1999 growth rate of 3.5 percent in GNP and 3 percent in GDP.” 

”The growth of agriculture, fishery and forestry, after its impressive performance in the recent past, will normalize at 2.5 to 3.5 percent. The lower rate represents the average growth rate for the period 1993 to 1997. The higher rate will be achieved with a more effective execution of projects under the agriculture fisheries and modernization act.” 

”The output of industry will expand at a rate ranging from 4.8 to 5.8 percent, a palpable improvement from last year's 0.5 to 1.1 percent estimated performance. This will be pulled forward by the recovery of construction, as housing and infrastructure projects go on-stream.”

“Services will grow at 4 to 5 percent. This will be led by telecommunications, as interconnection issues are resolved; by transportation, with the operation of MRT; by the banking sector, spurred by recent and on-going consolidations and the reduction of non-performing loans; and by retail trade, with the forthcoming opening of this sector to foreign players.” 

”Our export performance is expected to remain strong, and will amount to $38.5 billion, in the face of the sustained growth expected in our markets in ASEAN and the rest of the world. Imports will reach $39 billion, reflecting the recovery of internal economic activity.”

”Our gross international reserves will reach a record high of $17.4 billion, equivalent to four months of imports.” 

”The economy will remain stable. Inflation will be maintained at 6.5 to 7.5 percent. The interest-rate benchmark, the 91-day Treasury bill rate, is expected to remain at single-digit levels. The surge in our exports and in our international reserves will keep our exchange rate steady.” 

”These targets are not spectacular, but decent. They are unfortunately constrained by limits on our investible capital, both from private and public sources. In the face of our growing population and the expectations of our people, particularly the poor, we cannot be satisfied with these expected performance levels. The flow of investments should be induced to surge into a cascade.”

“This will be partly achieved by the package of economic legislation that we are pushing through congress, which I announced in my recent "Ulat Sa Bayan". They are aimed principally at liberalizing the entry of foreign investments into certain sectors, and at expanding while at the same time rationalizing the tax revenues of the fiscal sector.” 

”Capital mobilization and entry will also be encouraged by the enhancement both in the quality and specially in the consistency of policies, programs and projects which the government hopes to achieve through the newly-created economic coordination council, and with the assistance of my new council of senior economic advisers.” 

”I have convened the economic coordinating council to its first meeting yesterday. Some of its major decisions are:

· “To oppose the proposed bill creating the national exchange corporation for the oil industry. The council considered the bill as running counter to the government's resolute policy of promoting competitive markets, deregulation, liberalization, and privatization;” 

· “To pursue the privatization of the rolling stock of the Philippine National Railways (PNR), the Mass Rail Transport (MRT), and the Light Rail Transit (LRT) systems; 

· “To consolidate all housing agencies into one department of housing in order to unify and improve the management of the government's centerpiece housing program. A bill to this effect will be drafted for submission to congress;”

· “To harness private sector support in the drive against smuggling;” 

· “To work for the early passage of the tax reform measures pending in congress, including the optimal revenue performance law. This act will provide rewards to revenue-generating agencies if they exceed their targets, and penalties if they fail to hit them;” 

· “To require cost-cutting measures in government departments, which will be embodied in an administrative order.” 

“These are the firing shots of the reorganized and reenergized government that I launched in my "Ulat Sa Bayan" last saturday. The momentum will continue. The council will meet at least once a week and will hold periodic joint meetings with the council of senior economic advisers, which I also created last week. What the country and the world will see from here on are clear goals, coherent policies and consistent directions. The ECC will unify and harmonize the execution of programs, projects and policies. But the master plan from which these efforts will emanate is the medium-term Philippine development plan 1999-2004, which we call "Angat-Pinoy". This will provide the basic architecture for the building of the Philippine economy during my term.” 

”The targets and programs of the government will be pursued within a regime of fiscal discipline. In the past year and a half, the deficit was allowed to grow as a means of pump-priming the economy from the depths to which it was pressed down by the Asian crisis. This year, the government will raise revenues and cut expenditures to keep the deficit within the p62.5 billion limit.” 

”But a year is a mere moment in the life of a nation. Yet even within that moment, rapid changes in the world will happen. We have a choice to make. We could either be part of that change, contributing to it and benefiting from it. Or we could simply let it happen around us, in which case we will be swept aside or left behind. We can either be dragged kicking and screaming into the twenty-first century, or we could rush into it on our own motive power.”

“If we choose the latter, then we will have to continually redesign, reinvent, and restructure our economy, our society, and even our mindsets, values and attitudes. We will have to modernize our productive structures across the economy - from agriculture to manufacturing to services --, modernize our educational systems and our health maintenance and delivery systems, and attune our laws, policies and institutions to the requirements of a global economy and of the information technology that will run it.” 


April 6, 2000 - Filipino Silent Protesters!
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The !  Movement announced that the climax of the three-day noise barrage will take place at 6:00pm on Sunday, April 9 2000, in front of the Luneta Grandstand, Luneta, Manila. The three-day noise barrage is designed to increase in crescendo climaxing on Sunday. Sympathizers throughout the country are asked to blow their horns, bang garbage cans, ring bells, do anything to make a noise that will reverberate throughout our country. They are asked to gather in their numbers in public centers of towns and cities where they reside and there, through the noise barrage, call attention in a peaceful but dramatic way to the ills that beset the country. 
 

Filipino Silent Protesters are an association of Filipinos who have decided to express their protest with the current state of affairs in the country such as rampant cronyism, nepotism and favoritism. They have decided to provide a forum for all who wish to express their views, opinions, criticisms, and constructive proposals towards making those who govern the Philippines listen and, perhaps, adopt some of the measures that they propose. They have adopted the exclamation point as the symbol of their outrage, frustration and dismay. They have printed stickers displaying this symbol, and distributed them to like-minded Filipinos to be displayed on the rear windows of their vehicles to express in a peaceful and democratic fashion their protest.

April 7, 2000 - 3 Estrada rivals offer 'Third Way'

Three former presidential candidates are planning to form the ''Third Way,'' an alternative alliance of their political parties to possibly support the Silent Protest Movement. Sen. Raul Roco told reporters yesterday that he had been meeting with former Cebu Gov. Lito Osmeña and former Defense Secretary Renato de Villa to discuss forging a ''political partnership'' among Roco's Aksyon Demokratiko, Osmeña's Promdi and De Villa's Reporma. Roco said he met with Osmeña in Cebu last week and with De Villa on Tuesday to firm up plans. ''I discussed with these people (the possibility that) a potential alliance or partnership with Promdi, Reporma and Aksyon should present a good alternative to the people,'' he said. The alliance, Roco said, could throw its support behind the silent protest being waged against the Estrada administration by a diverse group with no identified strong leaders. The senator said that he believed that the combined sentiments of the three parties would be ''basically supportive of the silent protest.'' He added: ''The inclination of these people will be to support the protest, perhaps actively.'' 

He said he himself was supportive of the group and would join its three-day noise barrage, scheduled to start tonight at 6 p.m. for a duration of five minutes each day. Roco said that while he did not even know the organizers behind the new movement, it was a still a ''great idea.'' According to the senator, the plan is for the proposed Third Way to field a complete Senate slate and to present an alternative government platform in next year's elections. He said six potential candidates were already being considered: De Villa, Makati Rep. Joker Arroyo, former Transportation Secretary Oscar Orbos, Puerto Princesa Mayor Edward Hagedorn, Paul Dominguez (former President Ramos' representative in Mindanao) and Roco's former running mate Irene ''Inday'' Santiago. Roco also said the three parties were open to the possibility of an alliance with the main opposition party Lakas. ''We hope that it can be seen as the rational alternative force, the reforming energy. We hope the Third Way--it was tried in many countries, including Taiwan where the Third Way won--can be the alternative,'' Roco said. He said that neither the administration party LAMP nor the Lakas party had provided clear direction in the eyes of the people. ''It only indicates that the majority party LAMP and Lakas are really both confused and so I'm honestly looking for a 12-man (senatorial) slate,'' he said. 

At the same time, he called on Filipinos to join the Silent Protest Movement, which has been distributing stickers with its symbol, a slanted white exclamation mark on a black background. ''I encourage the people to go into the silent protest because civil society is the one that must be given a larger voice. When we gave power to the government, look at what happened. Nasagasaan tayo lahat (We were all hit). You must give power back to the people and the silent protest is the people asserting themselves,'' he said. He said the Estrada administration lacked three things: knowledge, professionalism and genuine public service. He said ''anything at all,'' including a Cabinet revamp, would ''help President Estrada because he seems to be in a fairly bad state.'' 

The opposition senator said the anti-Estrada movement had already reaped fruit. ''You can see that even the President is awakened. And that is the protest dividend. Everybody is on his toes. That is what we need in this country,'' Roco said. ''The protest movement keeps the government in working condition . . . The protest, the criticisms in media and from the opposition are working, and maybe they could really help the government get up,'' he said. He cited the reported firing of presidential adviser Lee Peng Hui who was tagged as a drug lord; the recent cancellation of an unpopular traffic scheme; and an ongoing Cabinet revamp as some of the responses of the President to the protest movement and widespread criticism. 

April 9, 2000 - Erap twits critics

Speaking before American members of businessmen of the Asia Pacific Council of American Chambers of Commerce, at the Shangri-La in Makati City late Friday, the President joked that the Philippines is, perhaps, “the only country where a coup is announced ahead of time.” “Our supposed coup plotters apparently do not believe in secrecy, but in publicity.  The only thing they have not done yet is issue a press release,” the President said to the applause and laughter of his audience. He then recalled an incident during the past administration (under President Fidel Ramos) when rumor spread that a coup would be staged on a specific Saturday, at exactly 3 p.m. “But this is the Philippines.  This, to some people, is their idea of fun,” he quipped. And from all this, the President said he has learned to treat such rumors with humor. 

Even so, Mr. Estrada assured businessmen that the government continues to address problems on political insurgencies—whether it involves communist or Muslims—in two ways: through peace talks and the use of military force. He said government held peace talks with rebel groups that are open to such idea but likewise used military forces to those who are violating the law.  “We will not allow peace talks to give our adversaries the time and opportunity to prepare for war,” he added. These insurgencies, he said, are far from being endemic as they are limited to specific areas like Central Mindanao and Basilan. 

As for his political detractors, the President called them “headline-grabbers” trying to play “unsound acoustics.” Estrada said his opponents, including movers of the Silent Protest, refuse to admit the country’s economy is starting to recover from the crisis that plagued Asia in 1997. “Our economic performance is superior to that of the past two administrations.  And yet, in the face of this record, some of my headline-grabbing opponents are asking me to resign. Hello?!?” the President said with biting sarcasm. “No wonder their exclamation point (the emblem of the group) is reclining diagonally. It is too embarrassed to stand up for a cause that substitute fantasies for facts and lunacy for logic,” he added. The President was reacting to the Silent Protest Movement that had held a noise barrage supposedly to dramatize its displeasure of the Estrada administration.  The noise barrage was reportedly unsuccessful as it was not able to muster enough participants. The movement, through a statement, had earlier asked Mr. Estrada to resign as President.  This was followed shortly by an open letter to the Chief Executive by Lakas President and Senate Minority Leader Teofisto Guingona that similarly called for his resignation. “It is a demand that I will ignore.  It is part of the hollow acoustics of a bankrupt and leaderless opposition.  It has no political, legal or moral basis behind it,” the President stressed, as he assured the American traders that the country’s economic basics remain sound. 

Latest government reports have put the gross domestic product growing 3.2 percent and gross national product by 3.6 percent.  Compared to Malaysia, Hong Kong, Thailand and Indonesia, which have not recovered from the fall in output they suffered after the Asian crisis in 1997, the President said the Philippines has recovered better from the crisis than other countries in the region.  He said inflation rates averaged 6.6 percent last year, and is expected to go down even more this year.   

April 10, 2000 - Erap's approval rating rises to 49% 

President Estrada's ''awareness and approval'' rating rose to 49 percent in the latest Pulse Asia polls, a 31 percent rise from the 18 percent approval rating which he got in the fourth quarter of 1999. The net approval rating was +21 (49 percent approve minus 28 percent disapprove), with 23 percent undecided. The Pulse Asia Ulat ng Bayan survey was undertaken during the period March 15 to March 29, 2000. Except for Metro Manila where the President had an approval rating of 35 percent, he scored high in most of the country - 52 percent in Luzon and Mindanao and 52 percent in the Visayas. The President scored 41 percent in urban areas and 57 percent in rural areas. More women favored him than men, 51 to 47 percent. The oldest respondents polled by Pulse Asia, 65 of age and over, gave the Prseident a 58 percent vote, followed by the youngest, age 18 to 24, who gave Mr. Estrada 51 percent approval rating. 

April 10, 2000 - Estrada rating still going downhill 

President Estrada’s net approval rating continued to go down over the past 10 months, results of the latest Pulse Asia Inc. nationwide survey showed. His net approval rating slid further by seven percentage points to 21 percent in March from 28 percent in December 1999. It was the third consecutive drop in the net approval rating of the President since he obtained a high 65 percent in May and 44 percent in September last year. Net approval rating is approval rating minus disapproval rating. Of the 1,200 respondents polled nationwide by Pulse Asia on March 15-29, 49 percent gave the President an approval rating while 28 percent disapproved of his performance. About 23 percent were undecided. Pulse Asia's survey results were released amid mounting criticism over a perceived aimless leadership and alleged corruption involving Mr. Estrada's friends. The President brushed aside the survey results. Mr. Estrada has been accused of a rudderless leadership after 21 months in office. His friends have also been implicated in shady deals, including an alleged price manipulation scandal that has hammered the Philippine stock market this year. 

C. Philippine Presidents:

1st President GENERAL EMILIO AGUINALDO (1898-1901)

2nd President MANUEL L. QUEZON (1935-1943)

3rd President JOSE P. LAUREL (1943-1945)

4th President SERGIO OSMENA (1945-1946)

5th President MANUEL A. ROXAS (1946-1948)

6th President ELPIDIO QUIRINO (1948-1953)

7th President RAMON MAGSAYSAY (1953-1957)

8th President CARLOS P. GARCIA (1957-1961)

9th President DIOSDADO MACAPAGAL (1961-1965)

10th President FERDINAND E. MARCOS (1965-1986)

11th President CORAZON C. AQUINO (1986-1992)

12TH President FIDEL V. RAMOS (1992-1998)

13TH President JOSEPH E. ESTRADA (1998-   ) 


Left: President Joseph Ejercito Estrada is flanked by his predecessors Fidel V. Ramos and Corazon C. Aquino after he took his oath as the country's 13th President on June 30, 1998 at the Barasoain Church in Malolos, Bulacan. 
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