SSC-SD Knowledge Wall 
UNCLASSIFIED Scenario Description

Scenario Purpose and Description


The following scenario is provided as a context for briefing the purpose and capabilities of the Knowledge Wall.  The information associated with this scenario is UNCLASSIFIED.  The described scenario events, and the United States’ response to them are completely fictional and do not necessarily represent US policy, capabilities, or intentions.  The information presented as part of the following scenario is meant to be representative of the content and format of information that might be available on the SSC-SD Knowledge Wall at a single moment in time – perhaps as the CJTF commander considers the evolving situation (i.e., developing and maintaining situational awareness).

Scenario Background

Two weeks ago, a catastrophic earthquake struck the island of Luzon in the Republic of the Philippines.  The quake, which registered 9.0 on the Richter Scale, was centered just 10 miles northeast of Manila.  It caused wide-scale, near complete destruction to the metropolitan area of Manila, and damaged or destroyed buildings and infrastructure as far as 135 miles away.  Tsunamis caused by the quake have obliterated coastal towns and villages throughout the Philippines, and along the coasts of China, Taiwan, Vietnam, and in the Federated States of Micronesia and the Northern Mariana Islands. Several strong aftershocks, some registering over 7.0 on the Richter Scale, have caused further death and destruction.  Most of the government officials in Manila are dead or missing, and President Estrada has been hospitalized in serious condition after being injured in a building collapse.  Compounding the situation, seismic activity associated with the quake is believed to have caused renewed volcanic activity at both Mount Pinatubo and Mount Mayon.  Large and continuing eruptions from these volcanoes has further strained the country’s emergency response capabilities, which were woefully inadequate to handle a disaster of this magnitude. Virtually all Philippine military forces have been called upon to augment the efforts of those involved in rescue and aid operations. 

Initial casualty estimates from the quakes and eruptions number in the tens of thousands with perhaps more than one million left homeless.  Due to the remote locations and inaccessibility of many of the effected areas, accurate counts of the dead and wounded are unavailable.

In response to these disasters, the government of the Philippines has asked for, and received offers of aid from numerous countries including Japan, China, South Korea, Australia, Greece, and the United States.  The United States in particular, has mounted a large-scale Humanitarian Assistance / Disaster Relief operation, code-named “Guardian Angel.”

News Update

To further their individual causes, a variety of insurgent groups have worked to take advantage of the chaos caused by the earthquake and volcanic eruptions.  With the government and military forces completely occupied with rescue and aid operations, the insurgents have seized control of a number of key cities and towns on Luzon and in the Visayas, and have gained almost complete control of large areas of Mindanao.  

Particularly troubling is the apparent collaboration between the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) and Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) organizations in the southern Philippines, and the National Democratic Front (NDF) / New People’s Army (NPA) in the north.  This new alliance, the Philippine Rebel Alliance (PRA), is believed to be financed by, and under the influence of a several middle-eastern terrorist groups.  The PRA has made concerted and sometimes-successful efforts to consolidate and control the other less organized insurgent groups.  

As a result of these events, the situation on Mindanao has become dangerously volatile.  Sporadic anti-Christian violence has occurred, and western analysts acknowledge the possibility of wide-scale genocide – Islamic vs. Christian – similar to that which occurred in East Timor in the late 1990’s.  

Further, intelligence sources in northern Luzon suggest that the PRA is planning a large-scale attack on the Philippine capitol, which has been temporarily moved to Baguio, in hopes of toppling the already reeling Philippine government.

To limit any further advances by the insurgents, reduce the possibility of ethnic or religious genocide, and ensure the safety and continued viability of the Philippine government, the United States has been asked to provide emergency assistance under the terms of the Mutual Defense Treaty (MDT) and Visiting Forces Agreement (VFA).  In response to this request, the United States is moving a sizeable force into the area to provide ground security and augment Operation Guardian Angel.

The Current Situation

US forces, implementing various aspects of Operation Guardian Angel, are on the ground in the Philippines.  Temporary Operational Headquarters have been established in Baguio, and a Navy Task Group, Seabee Battalion, and MEF have occupied the abandoned US naval facilities at Subic Bay NB and Cubi Point NAS.  A naval amphibious task force and MEF are moving into position off the coast of Mindanao in preparation for a landing.  Once a beachhead has been established, security forces will deploy to provide security to the populace.

Mission

Coordinate with Philippine government and other coalition partners to provide necessary aid and assistance to the Philippine population as a result of the earthquake and resultant volcanic eruptions.

Evacuate Christian population from Mindanao and other Muslim-controlled areas threatened by ethnic or religious violence.

Provide security to the current Philippine government.

Maintain status quo with regard to insurgent activities, i.e., do not take back territory already occupied by the insurgents, but do not allow additional territory to be taken.
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